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IN T R O D U C T t O N. 

WHOEVER is thoroughly aqquainted with the true in- 
tereft of Great Britain,' muft know, that to fier foreign 
commerce fhe is indebted for her prefent greatnefs, 
it's lupport and. prefer vation. . The very land of England de- 
pends lipon the fea ;, to commerce we owe the encreafe of our 
national treafure, the breed and excdlency and plentiful fup- 
ply of feamen ; the feijurity of our public .credit ^ ■ the 
regular payment of the funded intefert,. and in ihort, every, 
advantage which* can excite a fpirit of inauftry to acquire the 
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comforts of life^ and will ^ t}^4i&€ time raiie in-lhe pof* 
feffors, a bravery of foiil to protedl and defend that country, 
from which they derive a folid- property in fo many valuable 
acquiiitions. 

I^tnuft thereforr be aft londen jlible mJixim, <hat wC'- are 
bouha in prudence and duty to encreale thiscommerce to= 
to the utmoft,- efpecially between the mother country and' 
her colonies, fince thereby many* mutual advantages will 
arife to both ; and, it is equally clear, that it is^our interefl: tp 
reitijain the trad^^^f France, o]ir ^natural entfflty, as mucK^s 
wfe poflibly can j a<5tively, by preventing their encroach- 
ments J paflively, by encbbrdghig and enabling our own 
merchants 
market»r. 



lants to rival and oppofe, if not exceed them at foreign 
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CHAP. I. 



The Im?ort»nc^ of-thef^^kSQ^jrom GREAT BRITAIN 

to AFRICA. 



A 



I*? tlie benefits of foi;E;jgn' cdmmerce are fo great, -^dlo 
eflentially neceiTary to the fupport of Great Britain and 
her "ColpnieSj and the improvements therein fo reftri(£live of 
our .enemies ' power, if dilpofed, to hurt us, how yaft is the 
importance of our tradje to Airica, whic^ is the hrft princi- 
ple and tbun<5ation • of all . the rell \ the main ft)ring -of the 
machine, vyhfch fets every whe^l ii^ motion ,: a trade which 
atifes almdft "entirely, ifom purfetyes, our. exp6rts being 

cmetly 
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chiefly our own. manufadliLires, or fuch fts arc purchafed with 
them ;. and the returns gold^ ivory^ wax, dyeing woods and 
negroes :. the four firft articles of home confumption, or ma- 
nuiadured for exporting j the laft affording a moft prodi- 
gious employment to ovr peoplc^i both, by fea and land :« 
without whom our plantations could not be improved or 
carried on, nor fhould we have any ihipping pafling between^ 
the colonies, and mother, country ;. whereas by their la- 
hours our fugars, tobacco, and numberlefs other vticles are 
raifed, which^ employ an- incredible number of fhips, and 
thefe {hips in their turn muft employ a much greater num- 
ber of handicraft trades at home ^ and the merchandizes they. 
bring home and carry outj pay fuch confiderable Aims to • 
government,, that o^ them confift the motk flouriihing 
branches of the revenue ; fo that both for exports and im- 
ports, the improvement of our national revenue, the en- 
couragement of induftry at home, the fupply of our co- 
lonies abroad, and the inereafe of our navigation ; the Af- 
rican trade is fo very beneficial to Great Britain, fo ellen^ 
tially neceflary to the very being of her colonies, that with- 
out it neither could we flourilh, nor they longfubfift. 

There is alfo one very peculiar advantage in this trade,, 
which is this; we need never fear that Africa will rival us, for 
it produces no one cjommodity fimilar to the pro^udions of 
Great Britain, and confequently Ihould any colonies be efta- 
blifhed there, they can never through any oppofition of in- 
terefts be under " the neceffity, or have the lead defire to 
throw off their fubordination to their mother country. 

5. ; I" 
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In this trade great improvements might be introduced, 
were we properly to attend to, and encourage them. Con- 
iider the vaft continent of Africa, the extent of coaft within 
the limits of our trade by ail of parliament, (from Port Sallee 
in Barbary, to the Cape of -Good Hope, 'both inclufive) an 
extent of near three thoufand leagues, moft advantageoufly 
fituated for commerce, the inland parts rich in gold, 
and other very valuable -commodities beyond defcription, 
watered with innumerable rivers navigable for many leagues 
up the country, the foil amazingly fruitful, and the people 
numerous. From a concurrence of fuch circumftances 
what advantages -may not be expedied ? The French were 
fully fenfible of this, and in the year 1701 prefented a me- 
morial to their government wherein they alledge, " their Weft 
" India Iflands cannot fubfift, unlefs due encouragement 
" is given to, the African trade ;" in confequence of which 
they had many privileges granted them then, and a few 
years ago, the bounties and exemptions allowed to them for 
that trade were eftimated very little fhort of 45,000!. an- 
nually. If France has deemed this trade of fuch importance 
to her, it muft be of much greater to us, who may be faid 
to fubfift only as a maritime power. In the name then .of 
the Britifli merchants trading to Africa, in tne name of our 
•country and colonies, let me humbly addrefs the government 
to make this trade more the objedt of their attention ; 
which in it's prefent ftate is produdive of fo many * ad- 

vantages, 

* For the number of (hips employed and other particulars, the Appendix is 
referred to, that the thread of the argument may not be broken by inferting them 

6 in 
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vantages, and is capable of great improvement, both by re- 
moving thofe diiHculties, under which it at prefent labours, 
and by carrying into execution many plans that might be 
fuggefted. In what light then but in that of enemies to 
their country can we look on thofe, who, under the fpecious 
plea of eftablifhing univerfal freedom, endeavour to Arike at 
the root of this trade, the foundation of our commerce, the 
fupport of our colonies, the life of our navigation, and firft 
caufe of our national induftry and riches ? What vain pre- 
tence of liberty * can infatuate people to run into fo much 
licentibufnefs, as to aflert a trade is unlawful, which cuftom 
immemorial, and various a£ls of parliament have ratified and 
given a fanAion to ? Could they fupport their enthufiaftic 
arguments from fcripture, antient ufige,'or the laws of the 
Tand, the African trade would foon be efFedlually ruined, for 
at prelent the richeft adventurers in it are fuch men, as would 
(corn to be engaged in any purfuit, but what the laws of God 
and' man would fully fandtify ; and were this trade contrary 

to 

in this part of the work j and indeed this being only a brief ftate of fafts, (all 
which arc or can be proved) and the Appendix containing mod of thofe proofs, 

that will probably be the longeft of the two. See letter (A) in the Appendix. 

• One of the French kings, through a fort of vanity peculiar to that nation, iffued 
an edi£t, that throughout his realm the Franks, as free by name, fhould be all dc^ 
clared freemen : yet the king of France remains a moft defpotic monarch, arid 
his people the worft of flaves 5 and the legality of foreign flavery is admitted 
there, for by a law in France, no African (live can be imported without a fe- 
curity of his being fent back again in two or three years at fartheft. The laft 
ftep we fliould be wife enough to follow : the firft our Gracious King can never . 
take, as it implies a manifeft abfurdity. 
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to thofe laws, were it even cruel df inliTiman, tiekr a mfllioii 
of money might be withdrawh ffotn'it iri a fhorttimey and st 
ftagnation of cafli at home/ and litter roin in- dufcoloirics 
abroad muft inevitably eflfue, ; ^ . 
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CVN this he?id.I {hall leaye/declamation to xnjr.opponents» 
^w hofe caufe requires the ilori^ force $f oratory for one 
plain rcafon — becaufe it has no truth to fuppctft^it. They have 
indeed the fpecious, a^nd I theinyidious £depf the njueftion : 
they attack- the tender feelings of n^ifinformed humanity j I 

* * • • ^ — 

appeal to ftri^t.juftice, ariiing from, cuftom immemorial and 

pofitive laws : it were enough forme, were L tptally to drop 

the confideration of jufticey and apply to the law only as it 

now ftand%, ^ut I difclaim the one without the other, and to 

prove that neither have as yet abolifhed the idea of flavery, 

or eftablifhed that of ^iniverfal freedom, in a {limmary way 

I ihall barely ftate pldn fads and argue from them. ' ' 

The earlieflages had their * flaves, both taken in war ana 
purchafed with money,- and it has .been the, univerial pradice 

of not only every barbarous but every civilized nation. By. 

the law of Moies the Ifraelites might purdhafe (laves from 

the heathens, and even their own people might become ilave» 

to 

• For ^ more ample, difcufiion *of this, ice the Appendix letter B. where Mer- 
cator's letttrs, and obfervations on them are inferted, as they would take up too 
much room here. 
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to theit l)rccliren* The Gibeotvhet wfed gairt^d a prt>- 
miie of peace, and obtained a le^^e by craft from tht 
princes of the congregation, were yet tonfigned to perpetual 
flavery, ^nd made " hewers of wood, and drawers of watcl- 
** unto all the congregation," in which ftate they continued 
^intil the total deftrudion of Jerufalenl. 

Jefus Chrift, the faviour of mahkihd and founder of our 
.religion, left the moral laws and civil rights of mankind on 
their old foundations : his kingdom Was liot of this world, 
nor did he interfere with national laws : he did not repeal 
that of ilaves, nor aflert an uhiverfal fr^eddm, except from 
£n : with him bond or ft-ee wefe a^ceptedj if they behaved 
jighteotiily. In the year bf Ohrift Bga^ the laws of flaVes 
were fettled on the foundation of the h&ly feriptlites hy Ina, 
king of the Weii Saxons, from which p^ple*8 rights Wt. 
now ciaim, and ct^oy . feveral privileges, as Gavelkind id 
Keott &c. confirmed by William the Conqd^df i Mahoiiiet, 
the fklfe prophet, and eftabti0il9r of as Mk a religion, waft 
the firft who enfranchi^ flavei with A politioil tidw d[ 
drawif^ them Ov^r tb hi» ^arty. From die eatlieft accoiirits 
of our own country, there were Haves here ; front the time 
of the Pniids, who, accdrdiiig to the caftoms of die ancient 
Gauls, iofnetimet facrificed them to their God Woden, to 
the landing of the RomaQi, who are faid to have worn out 
the * hands and boctiet of the Britons^ with clearing the 
wood* and embdnkio^ the marlkes : then again under the 

* C Saxon 

* See Cambden's Britannia, and Brown's pofthunMus works. 
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Saxon feudal tenures, which were of the ferereft kind, 
to the time of William the Conqueror, who introduced the 
Norman feudal fyftem, which was of a milder nature ; as, 
from a century before that time to the year 131 8, charters 
granted to fettlers in cities^ and power created by wealth 
gained by commerce, tended to bring mankind to a nearer 
equality ; but ftill there was no formal iriterpbfition of the 
legiflature * to prohibit perfonal fervitude ; and both at, 
and ever fince that time, even Englifli fubjeds by their 
feudal tenures were ftijl flaves by the laws of England, till 
1 2 Car. 11. c. 24 : which {hews that the laws concerning 
free Britifh* fubjeds did not confider even our native fiaves 
for their objedt : and if they did not, it follows of courfe, 
that no lavvs, either before or fince/that time, can confider 
foreign fia'des as their .obje<ft ;. becaufe as they are not ex- 
prefly named in any part of our flatute laws, any more 
• than our own native flaves were in thoie kws, which con- 
cerned the free Britifh futge^s, they therefore fbrely cannot 
claim being included ; as,' in that cafe, they wt>uld enjoy 
rights fuperior to thofe erf" any natural born Britifh fubje^. > 
There does not at prefent, in any one country 6f the 
world, exift a law that aboliflies flavery, or declareis 
the neceflity of univerfal freedom : and in our own Coun- 
try, which we boaft'ta be the feat of freedom, two of the 
greateft lawyers we have -had, ^ave their opinion, that 
" flaves do not in the le'aft alter their fituation 6r ftate> 
** either by being chriftencd, or coming into England." 

• The 

• See Robcrtfon*s Progrefe of Society, Hume^ &c^ 
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The very laft African a6t vefts the property: .of fort-ne- 
groes in the king, and the laft but one encourages his fub- 
je6is in general to purchafe them. If therefore there is 
faith in a Britifli ad: of parliament, this trade muft be legal ; 
though to quiet weak minds, and filence the licentious noify 
declaimers about liberty, which they do not underftand, who 
{uppofe . it , c£^ii fubfift without a fecurity of* property, it 
may be expedient, that government (hould pofitively declare 
the laws, which are to take place , with refpe<St to flaves for 
the future 5 and (hould lay them down in fuch plain terms, 
that it may not be- poffible to miftake them : and if the 
African trade is in reality fo contrary to law and humanity as 
fome have fet forth, let it be demolifhed at once by an ad of 
the legiflaturei for it certainly is more eligible to be torn to 
pieces by a lion, than gnawed to death by vermin. But could 
fuch cpnduiSt^^be deemed jvwlicious, or even defenfible, when 
religion with its attenciant juftice, when the law as it now 
fl^ds evid/^at^ fp^al^ for the ilave trade, and when even hu- 
manity pleads as ftrongly in favour of it ; for it is a well 
known fad, that if the Haves which the Africans bring to 
market are fo old or blemifhed, that they cannot get what 
they think a fufficient price for them, they will cut their 
throats before the faces of the^Europeans. How happy then 
is the flave who is refcued, and how ' juftifiable he who 
refcues him, from a matter where he has no property^ and 
even his life is not fecure, in order to his being transferred 

*C 2 to 
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♦.For Arguments proving negroes abfoljUte property-— See fetter (0>'in the 
Appendix, 
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tJbisait, wid d^ttot invdde either witk impUftity ! Be^e» 
thefe ikves are geherflUy (pefha^ liinety-tune dut ttf tOA 
huhdted) coliVia^d ^loni) Whofe Uvti &re ^>ffdtbd ta t^. 
kWa df tkeir tountiy, thougl^t thdt |)tini(Kifi6nt » eotkifl&tttedf 
ititD faiie^y. This hii& be^ti detiied eA the fb{^>o6«i6ft 
that Africa cdtitd not h&^^^ {b mafty il\bii» yiAtiy, tti ther^ 
are {kves^ fold- tb the Euro^^. To dtlcidal!^ thl», cotid^ 
ddr that Gteafe Brkaiti ha» nbove two thou^ttd i^k»ns cdft^ 
^^ yearly $ Africa do&» liot Tett Hear two huiidred t^tt^ 
i&iid ikve^ yearly ;: that ^euld be but ib the ^ropoHidti 6^ 
6M hucM^ed to one ; atlct Afrie^ id not only one hUndr^^' 
but perhaps ohfe thoufeod tiftie« larger an4 more populous- 
i^biah Great Btitai» : no wonder then, if from thence diere 
fhould be diipped yearly two huitdred thou&nd eo&ridft^. 
'theJe dre juft {b many Mve» ii^^eA aild tendered xAM te>< 
t!hi& eofiimUhitiy} which adlrant^ges would hie tbH^ly- loft: 
we^ the 9a^ irad^ utuveir&liy .^¥e» tip j for as the A&k^ 
eahSs istre natuvaliy ti^feves, though darery kH^ certadi^ 
pUhifhtnent en conviaion,^ ^at bt^gaking tlp> the ^ve 
tradt might ittdeed ^ef tikt pfuiiihtnetiti cty* tikt t>i^ 

* 

death, but wouM tiot rdbrm thettn Shall wdtB^irdeftrdy 
the chief Iburce df ou» fxatidnalind^fljty and fidies-,.foy efta^- 
bliihinguniterfai freedom on ^dt behalf, who hate fbrfeited^r 
their daim to it, and are in kvr naft even entitled- to life ^Gbd?^ 
forbid that any enthufia(¥ic rant fhotdd fb i^ deprive U6 o^' 
our lenfe^, as^ tb dri^ us to take fudl a defperate and un^ 
iteteflary ftep : a ftep fo unava^ing to thofe,. ikx whofe be- 
tefic it [hdttld ^ietik «• te w ilPtt ltt t E ei i ;^ fe# ^lere Engird to 

drop 
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dttnj^ the Afrie^n tr&de A'M&lfy FV^nce and Spsiiii watAd^^ 
diredl}^ tvail themiblves ^ it, and the poor Afticaitt remain 
MH in bondage under much feverer taikmafters. 

Mr* ♦ BeneMti tt Korth America, who wiflies the Weft 
India iAandft futlk in the (ea, rather than we fhoukl carry on 
the fliive.ttade for their fervice, may poffiWy hare the fame 
kindnelfi and gdod Will to Great Britain, and may lincerdy 
long to lee the ieat of emftffe ttavel weftward, and thedoK- 
n^inloh. 'of the MaH eftablifhed in Bofton : and ytt, their 
piAiSHce ill ftgreca with tfi«r preaching, for though they pre* 
tend to wiilkwc would not trade to Africa, their trade there 
for flatted is daily incrcafing ; and for one negro in North 
Amerfca>tenr years ago, there arenow-fitre hundred,- of which 
they are chiefly the importers, , and their number of (hips in 
that trade daily cncreafts* 

We- muft therefore watch aH the attempts of our rivals in- 
trade, and prevent their undermining us, by mkintaining our 
joH and legal pti ri feg c y, and.de^fmg the idhr damor of de- 
figftittg or interelled men. In the Idt of theib fights,- perhaps, 
we mof kfofe upon *^ An argument in the caie of Jame&- 
Softttnerfetf, a negro, endeatoudng to piote the Umawiuhieiir 
•( Q»tty iaEngfemd. By M^. Hargrave cotmielit>r for the* 
negro ht thateau^.*' This I have read with attention j and: 
findlCr. Hatgrate has done his duty byr faying- afl he could, 
for hi» eiient, muUavounng; to j^r9ve,,but notffrmut^ the un>> 

kwfolnefsh 

^F'^bt^Amlieraecottitti^, and tCtafiOfefvd&iAoa that #(>HI.^--$«e tfije Af^tuTix 
<D.) ' 
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lawfulnefs offlaveTy in England, and artfully evading the cafe 
in point, becaufe he muft \^c fenfible it would make againft 
him. The ftrength of his argument, or rather the aim of 
it, for ftrength it has none, lies in a bold after tion, that all 
flavery has ceafed, and that this is a new flavery againft law, 
which by the Africans being adjudged flaves here will creep 
into our conftitution, and introduce domeftic flavery. His 
whole book may be anfwered briefly thus— Ads of parliament 
have . confirmed my l^al right to trade for African flaves 
abroad, and other adls have confirmed my legal right to bring 
into England, and carry out again unmolefted all articles 
purchafed i;i trade. — Mr. Hargrave may talk and write round 
about the queftion, . but can never meet that fingle argu- 
ment in the face. — A (qw ^xtrads with brief remarks on 
them will fliew him, I have paid due attention to him, 
*'P. 21. It muft be confefled the praditice is ancient, and has 
been aliiioft univerfal." This is true. — "P. 24. It is faid 
to. have begun in the year 1508." Here he has been mif- 
informed ; letter. (B) in the appendix gives the true hiftory. 
— "P. 26. As the Englifli law has noprovifions to regulate 
any other flavery than villenage, none but that can be law- 
full." This is a falfe conclufion ; forcananything.be. 
unlawful, againft which there is no law? therefore this 
and all his other arguments from the villenage laws, are • 
not to the cafe in point ; and here is his fort, for he owns, 
** P. 46. Other arguments I confefs are lefs powerful, being 
merely prefumptive." — " P. 58, The law takes no notioe 

.2 of 
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of a negro.'* It does : it allows me to deal in that mer- 
chahdife, and freely to import 2La6. tx^oxt all merchandife. 
If the law fays nothing, fhall the lawyer's word deprive me 
of real property ? Domeftic flavery and African flavery can 
by no implication be blended , fo as that the fame argu- 
ment can poflibly affedb both. Here the counfellor pleads 
for his client, and endeavours to millead the court in his be- 
half. — "P. 67. flavery of negroes in England is unne- 
ceflary." True, and their coming here improper. I want- 
to carry them back, but Mr.Hargrave will not permit it. — 
*' P, 61. inconveniences will attend the flave trade being 
deemed lawful." Worfe inconveniences, nay fatal confequences, 
would attend its being declared illegal by any re^ power, fuch 
as that of the legiflature.— -'* P. 70. In Scotland domeflic 
flavery is unknown, except coal-hewers and falt-makers,. who 
are compellable to ferve for life :" that is, all are free 
except thofe who are not free.—" P. 72* Slaves are free pa 
coming to France/' They are not, they muft be fent back 
from whence they came, as indeed he* confeffes, "P.. 74. 
maflers afting as direded by government may fend them, 
back, otherwifetheylole their property in them." Englifh 
-merchants will obey government when ever they know its 
commands, and be content to lofe their property if they 
do not take proper care of it. — " P. 75. How can it be 
unjufl to diveft the mafler's property in a flave, when 
•carried into a country where for the wifcfl and mofl humane 
reafons fuch. property is known to be prohibited ?'* Veiy 
r^ht, but it is not fo known here, nor ever fo declared by 

any 
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ajtty fcal authority.-*-" P. 76. Prefuming a contrad would 

be a modification, but the liberty muft be abiblute.** The 

a<%i of parliament for the encouragement of the African 

flavc trade fuperfede the nece/fity of a contraA.-— *** P. 77. 

ModiHcation is moft oppreiHve by removing a n<egro to a 

place where ilavery will again attach upon him with all 

its original feverity. P. 80. Negroes though under contra^ 

cannot be fent out of the kingdom, yet Englifhmen agree* 

ing to go beyond fea are compellable thereto." I con-> 

gratulate the Africans on the fuperiority here planned otit 

ibr them, but the free* born Briton will tell Mr. Hargiave 

and the Africans^ that neither can th^ ^oy, nor he be« 

ftow fo unaccountable a privilege ; that foreign ilavery 

•cannot introduce d<Mneftic, tmr the Britons catch it from 

the Africans, as if- it was a cont^oftii difofder t Mr. 

Hargmve has proved too much in one ien(c^ and too little 

tn that which was eilentially necefiary to bis caufe } fat 

hit has miflaken his point and fnapped the ftring of his arga« 

xnent by overtraining it in etuleMvottrk^ t9 prove die unlaw* 

fulnefs of what is ratified by ads, of parliament^ fay ancient 

^ij&igiy by reli^on, hj juftice, and by true hiimaiut|r. Qo^ 

^remment will tmdoubtedly ftiU (ixpport it&lf and its com«> 

jncrce by a timely ad c^ parliaoEient, and a Heady relbhitioa 

to adhere to it ; aiad not let flip the advantages &ywing 

4tom. fo extenfive a tnubE, and fiich an immenie length of 

4Coaft, of which I will now give a fliort de&nptiott, that we 

may more folly onderftaiMl any fiibleqiieat temacks upoa it. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. III. \ 

^ in'ef DEscki?Tibn of tl)e' AFRICAN COAST, wM» the 

LiimHs of our Trade, 

THE extent of that part of the African Coaft, to 
which all fubjedts of Great Britain are free to trade, 
reaches from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good 
Hope, both inclufive : that is, from about the thirty- 
fixth degree of north latitude to the thirty-fourth degree 
of fouth latitude, including the long coaft that runs eaft 

and weft. 

From Port Sallee to Cape Blancho being about fix 

• • • • • 

hundred leagues of coaft and within the limits of our 
African trade, it feemed ftrange there fliould be no harbour ; 
yet fuch was its charader, till captain Glafs found one, 
and was afllfted by a merchant in obtaining a grant of an 
exclufive trade ; and having a fhip of two hundred and 
fifty tons fitted out at a great expcnce, with which he 
entered the port in about 3ii degrees of north latitude, he 
procured from the natives a ceilion of it to the crown of 
England, which is now at the board of trade, with an 
exa£b plan of the harbour, named by him Port Hillfborough. 
He was there in the year 1764, and went from thence 

» 

.with fome goods unfaleable there to one of the Canary 
iflands, where he was feized and imprifbned by the Spaniards 

* 

for twelve months, notwithftanding fome Spirited remon- 
fbrances fent from England to Spain. His people in the 
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mean time traded * with the natives ; but whether from 
their treachery, or their 6wn want of cdiidud, were attacked 
by them, feveral murdered and a few efcaped in thie long- 
boat, who defcribed the country to be healthy, the cattle 
good and plenty, and that they were conftantly fupplied 
with frefli meat. The merchant, who fitted out captain 
Glafs, finding himfelf not fo ftrongly fupported as he ex- 
peded againfl the Spaniards, and difcouraged by captain 
Glafs's tragical death on the Irifh coaft, dropped all further 
purfuits of that trade. 

Another captain made a very fuccefsful voyage to the 
Rio del Oro, latitude 23. 30. but whether he had contented 
himfelf, or had made a flroke,' as the term is; that is, 
fraudulently brought oiffome free people, he vrould neither 
go rfiere again, or give any information to others of what 
might be done there. 

Arguin is the next port in about 20 degrees north 
latitude, where the Dutch once had a fort, which the 
French took in 1677, and which was afterwards cede^ to- 
them, but after fbme time they abandoned it, -as • it was fa 
far from their gumforefts. 

Port Anderic lies about 20 leagues to the -fouthward of 
Argoin, where ,great quantities of gum were fometimcs 
bought, though the rifle of getting it on board was very 
great from the 'high fca, that rolls at the landing .place. 

The province of Senegambia, now in the hands of the 
Britifh government, includes the river Senegal^ which 

5 opens 

* See letter [E.] in the Appendix. 
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opens ii^to the weAcm ocean in nearly 1 6 degrees^ and 
the river Gambia ncartyin 13;^ degrees north latitude; be- 
tween which near cape Verde lies Goo-ee, Ai^l in the hands 
of the French. 

Up the river Senegal is the iJland of the fame name', cal- 
led alfb St. Louis, wliere the governor pf the province 
refides, and from whence we ihip all our gum. At the 
ieafbns for purchafing it our traders go up to Podor and 
Galam, two lettlements n^de by the French when the river 
was iix their po(Ie£ton, the firft of which is now repair- 
ing, and the latter has proved §0 deftrudiive to Europeans, 
that probably no iettlement could be made to advantage 
by them» The only i^ralts, that feem eligible, ace to 
breed up fcaat young Africans in l^ngknd, teach thenb 
our langtn^ and the mechanic arts of mining and other 
trades, which might turn to great account, if we made 
a fettlement with them at Galam ; the country round 
being eftcemed rich iii gold minesi but the natives not 
knowing how to work them. 

In the river Gambia is Fort James in^ the hands of the 
government under a lieuteaiant governor, fubjod: to the 
gpverncv of Senegal. This river is mavigabie for velMs of 
twQ hundred tons as high up as Fatatenda, which is about 
fix hundred miles. The trade of both thefe rivers might 
be greatly improved, and the ibciety of merchants, now trad- 
ing to Africa, have kid befewe the lords of trade fome par- 
ticulars, of whieh no doubt they will avail thcmfelves pro- 
ffuiy, to> the mutual advantage of the private fair trader and 
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the community ; and (hould anj abufes arife here, fimilar 
to thofe on other parts of the Coaft, moft probably will ap- 
ply the remedies they may on experience find eflediual 
there. 

Jt may alio be worth their confideration, wbether the 
French fadory at Albreda in the river Gambia, within' a 
mile and a half of Fort James, is not an improper encroach- 
ment. Goree would be of little ufe to the French, if they 
had not this fadory to be fupplied from it. By this they^ 
rival us in trade, in open violation of the tenth article of the 
treaty of peace in 1763, which is, *'his Britannic Majcfty 
** fliall reftore to France the ifland of Goree in the condition 

it was, when conquered ; ' and his moft Chriftian Majefty 

cedes in fuU right, and guarantees to the king of Great 
" Britain the river Senegal, with the forts and fadories of St. 
'* Lewis, Podor and Galam, and with all the rights and de-^ 

pendencies of the faid river Senegal.'* 

The Englifh were in pc^fllon of the river Gambia, and 
had a fort there in 1627. The Frendi had no (ettlement 
in Senegal till 1673, when they builtafmall fort there, and 
in 1677 took the Dutch forts at Arguin and Goree; and 
when the Dutch ceded them by the- treaty of Nimeguen, they 
became dependencies of Sen^al ; and they and Albreda 
were always under the command of the governor of the river 
Senegal : Therefore even if the French had once a right to 
a fettlemcnt there, (which they could not have) that right by 
the exprefs letter of the treaty is now given up.. They were 
kept out of the river till 1730, when the Engliih company, 

being 



[ " ] 

being in a declining (late, allowed them to come there on 
account of a contrad, to deliver negroes to them at lol. a 
head, for a quantity of gum Senegal to be received at 1 2I. 
a ton. This contrad: continued but a fliort time, for they 
foon got into the flave trade for themfelves, and veffels were 
continually pafUng and repaffing between Senegal and Al- 
breda with European goods, and African returns for them, 
which fully proves, that Albreda cannot be claimed as be- 
longing to Goree; fince that ifland,. before it was taken in> 
1758, was fubordinate to Senegal ; which is alfa confeffed. 
on both fides ; for before the laft war, the governors of 
James's fort always infifted upon an exclufive right to trade 
in Gambia, and it was the cuftom of the French governor of 
Albredaj^ always ta afk his permifllon, if he wanted to fend a 
canoe up the river ;, and it appears alfo by our fending men 
of war to drive them from thence,..as we frequently have done , 
fince the peace, though without any lafting effeft ; for when 
our {hips aiTive> they remove their effeds up the country, 
and leave their mudwall fadory to our fliot, and failors, wha 
have fometimes. landed and deftroyed it ; but when the men 
of war quit the river, the French return, repair and refettle. 
their fadory, and as they have no right to complain, take, 
no notice of the injury. 

Near Cape Roxo or Rouge, which begins the windward 
coaft, about twelve degrees north latitude, is the river Kafa- 
manza^ where fmall veflels may go up and trade to advantage, 
and bring, off flaves cheap, if they arc well armed, and keep 
a good look out j for they are frequently cut oiFby the natives 

on. 
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on their return ; fpirited up by the fugitire Portuguezc, 
and often by ddcrters from our own fhips, which incon- 
venience a method might be pointed out to put a flop to. 
There is another river adjoining, called the river St. Ann, 
in which confiderable quantities of rice and fome negroes 
may be had. , 

About thirty leagues fouth eaft is Cutcheo, a Portugueze 
fettlement, and twenty-five leagues further on, another called 
Bifleaux belonging to the fame people, whole indolence 
makes them rather take a profit for letting others trade, than 
put themiyves to the fatigue of it. 

There are feveral other fmall Portugueze fettlements, 
and one of £}me note at Mitomba, a river in Sierra Leon, 
latitude 8i degrees north. The people, here called Portu- 
gueze, are principally perfons bred fi-om a mixture of the 
firft Portugueze difcoverers with the natives, and now become 
in their complexion, and woolly quality of the hair, perfect 
negroes, retaining however a fmattering of the Portugueze 
language. 

In the river Sierra Leon is an Engli(h fettlement, called 
Bance ifland, but under the direction of private perfons with 
exclufive privileges. 

Some trade is ftill carried on at Sherbro river, where 
there are the ruins of an Engliih. fort. 

Cape Mount lies nearly in feven degrees north latitude, 
and terminates the Portugueze trade of Sierra Leon. The 
negroes on the fouth fide of Cape Mount cannot deal v/lth 
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thofe ori the nbrthi as they have a diiFerent language, religion 
and cuftonlis. 

The following places of trade and fbme others of lefs 
note lie between Cajje Mount and Cape Palmas ; the river 
St. Pauls) Gape Menlurado, river Junk, river Seftos and 
Gete'racrue. 

Gape Palmas is about twenty leagues to the fbuthward of 
Ceteracrue, where a great plenty of Malaguetta pepper, rice 
and ivory, tiiay be annually purchafed. The grain coafl 
begins at Gape Mounts and ends here. The iea ooail betw<een 
Gape Mount and this place is about fixty leagues, where art 
negmes in tolerable plenty ; the inhabitants are qukt, the 
inland country unkhown to Europeans, '&s indeed is the 
whole of the interior parts of Africa, exce^ part of Ai^ola 
in the hands of the Portugueze. 

Between this and Gape Lahue are the rivers Gavalle, Durin 
snd the river St. Andrews, where the inhabitants are treadie* 
rOua, but deal confiderably in flaves and ivory. 

Gape Lahue is about thirty leagues to the eastward of St. 
Andrews, where the Dutch buy ^reat quantities of gold 
fend ivory : the negroes are fubje<ft to a fleepy difeafc. The 
ivory coaft begins at the river Gavalle and ends d;t'<]ape 
1/ahue. 

BaiGam and AiUnee are, the former ubout twenty leagues, 
the latter thirty-two to the eaftward df Gape JJahue, where 
rgood negroes, ahd large quantities of ^old and ivory are 
purchafed by the Dutch .; ind even the En^lifh are obliged 
to give thofe articles to the Dutch general at Elmina, for 

Brazil 
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Brazil tobacco, "which he illegally monopolizes from the 
Portugueze, contrary to treaty between the United Provinces 

^ • • • • 

and Portugal in 164 1. 

We are now come to Cape Appolonia, which terminates 
the windward coaft, and may be called the beginning of the 
Gold coail, flncc the committee have ere<9:ed a fort there, 
and have in all between thrs place and the river Lagos, which 
terminates the Gold coaft, eleven forts, Cape Appolonia, 
Dixcove, Succondee, Commenda, Cape Coaft Caftle, Anna- 
maboe, Tantumquerry, Winncbah, Accra, Prampram and 
WhidaH. 

This part of the coaft, called the Gold coaft, has been 
deemed of fuch importance to England, that fince the de- 
cline of the African company, the parliament has allowed 
from ten to thirteen thoufand pounds a year for the lupport 
of the forts, and added two thoufand extra this year. This is 
entirely under the management of what is called the African 
committee, but it may be added miftakenly called Co, as by 
indired pradices the real African traders have no effe<^ual 
influence in their choice. 

There are alfo within this fpace feveral Dutch forts and 
fome Danifh; the principal Dutch fort is St. George del Mina. 

The Englifh forts are poorly kept up ; but this is referved 
,for a farther difcufHon, when the condu(St of the committee 
.falls under confideration. 

At Whidah, the Englifh, French and Portugueze, have 
forts within gun fhot of each other. 

2 Jacquin 
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Jacquin about three leagues to the caftward of Whidali 
and Eppee about eight leagues, great marts for negroes, gold 
and Brazil tobacco, are now monopolized by the Dutch. 

The riverLagos terminates the Gold Coaft and begins what 
is called the Bite, which ends at Cape Lopez. 

The river Benin is forty leagues eaft of the river Lagos, 
but between them is no place of trade. The entrance of the 
river Benin is about half a league wide, but a fliip that 
draws ten feet water cannot enter ; and unlefs you have a 
pilot well acquainted with the place, if your veffel draws 
above nine feet, it is dangerous to attempt it ; and there are 
% \h^< alfo a favage people called Joes, who fometimes attack fmall 

veflels : it is faid, that a large (hallop may go from hence to 
Bonny, new and old Calabar rivers, which are about ninety 
leagues by fea, to the eadwaxd of the river Benin by an inland 
navigation, and alfo to the river Lagos to the weftward^ but 
it has never yet been attempted. 

Cape Formofa is about fifty leagues S. E. of Benin. All 
the inland trade goes to Benin and Bonny rivers. New 
Calabar and Bonny rivers are about thirty leagues to the eaft- 
ward of Cape Formofa, where large (hips may go in and 
purchafe negroes and ivory. The going in and coming out 
• are both attended with danger. 

Old Calabar river is about twenty leagues to the eaftward 
of Bonny, where negroes and ivory are purchafed and large 
fKips may go in, but the inhabitants, having removed their 
town from the fliore farther inland, often make exorbitant 

« 

♦ See letter (F) in the Appendix. 
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demands and keep the captains prifonefs, till they comply 
with them. 

The river Cameron is about thirty leagues to the fouth of 
Old Calabar, but is frequented only by veflels of about one 
hundred and fifty tons burthen. 

The river Gaboon is about eighty leagues to the fouthward 
of the river Cameron, navigable for large vellels four leagues 
tip to Parrot Ifland, where they may be careened and re- 
paired. The Dutch carry on the trade for negroes, wax^ 
ivory, ebony and dyeing woods from feveral fmall rivers to 
the north of this place down to Cape Lopez, which is about 
thirty leagues to the fouthward of it, and where what is 
called the Bite ends. 

Cape Lopez fumifhesthe fame commodities, but the trade 
of it is chiefly engrofJed by the Dutch, who often buy negroes 
here and carry them to the Portuguele at St. Thomas's 
ifland, where for difpatch they fell them at 8 1. a head. 

Majumba is about feventy leagues S. S. E. of Cape Lopez^ 
where a great deal of redwood is annually purchafed, though 
but few flaves and very little ivory. ^ 

Loango is about thirty leagues to the iputhward of Ma- 
jumba, where the French purchafe more negroes than both 
the Englifh and Dutch together, and where they are to be 
had in great plenty. 

Malemba is about thirty leagues to the fouthward of 
Loango; and Cabenda is about feven leagues to the fouth- 
ward of Malemba, where the trade is in the fame ftate as at 
Loango, 

The 
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The late Englifh African company had a fort at Caben- 

^a, deftroyed by the Portugueze in 1723 ; but great part 

of the walls and mote round it ftill remain, and the natives 

acknowledge the ground the fort flood on, and the land 

round it within cannon-fliot, to belong to the Englifli. 

The river Congo is about ten leagues to the fouthward of 
Cabenda, peopled on the north fide with inoiFenfive, on the 
fouth with' piratical negroes, who often cut off fbip's boats, 
and are therefore not much reforted to. 

To the fouthward of this river no trade is carried on by 
any Europeans, but the Portugueze ; who have a large city 
at Loango St. Paul's on the coaft of Angola, ftrongly forti- 
fied, in about nine degrees fouth latitude ; from which 
place they have penetrated quite through the country to 
their fettlements at, and fouth of Mozambique upon the 
eaftern coaft of Africa, where they have caravans conftantly 
going and returning, and by that means carry on an extenfitKe 
and advantageous inland commerce. 

. From this place to the Cape of Good Hope, being a (ea- 
coaft of about feven hundred leagues, is but little known ; and 
the few fhips, who have attempted to make difcoveries, or 
commence a trade any where near the Cape, have been dri- 
ven ofF the coaft by the fhips of the Eaft India company, 
under pretence of their encroaching upon their limits ; 
whereas, by the aA for extending and improving the trade 
to Africa, pafled in 1 749, (the twenty-third of George II.) the 
limits arc exprefsly declared to be from Port Sallee in Bar- 
bary to the Cape of Good Hope, both inclufive ; thefe li- 
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fhits are coniirnied by another a6l in 1751, " together with 
*« all the iilands adjoining to thofe coafts, to all regions, 
•* territories, and places reputed part of any country within 
<* the limits aforefaid.'* The limits granted by the aft to 
fettle the trade to Africa in 1697, were " from Cape Blanco 
«* to the Cape of Good Hope, both inclufiv^.** The char- 
ter was not granted to the Eaft India company till the year 
after, 1698, and then they were allowed to trade " to all 
** places in Afia, Africa, or America, beyond the Cape of 
•* Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan :'* fo that 
they were never to interfere with any traders on this fide of, 
or at, the Cape. 

C H A P. IV. 
y^ Jbori History 0/ the AFRICAN TRADE./ 



TH E limits of the African trade being (b ^ctenfive, and 
the advantages refulting from it confeiledly (b great, 
it is neceflary towards fully underftanding the fubje<^, at well 
as^ interefting to future adventuren, to Infert a brief account 
of the trade in general, and particularly of thole royal African 
companies, which broke one after the other, and the manage- 
ment of their afFair« was in 1750 coniigned over to the pre- 
fent company, or rather their comrnittee. 

The Portugucze firft difcovered the coad, of Africa in 
1454, and built a fort foon after on the ifland of Arguin,. 
and ibme time after, another at St; Geoi^e del Mina on the 
Gold Coad, and a third at Loango St. Buii's oh the opaA of 

Angola. 
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By virtue of thele they claimed and enjoyed for a long time 
a tight to thefe countries, and confifcatcd the (hips of all 
other nations that attempted to trade there. No Englifti 
traders went there till 1544, which was ninety years after, 
and then at the rifk of loiing their fhips, if taken by the Por- 
luguezc : they traded then only for gold, ivory, &c. but not 
for negroes, the Englifti having then no colonies to employ 
them in. Queen Elizabeth in 1587, being at war with Spain 
and Portugal, ereftcd a company with exclufive privileges to 
trade to Senegal and Gambia for a certain number ,of years. 
In the reigns of James I. and Charles I. and during the 
ufurpation, merchants were encouraged to trade to any part 
of Africa. Accordingly they built a fort at Cormantine on 
the GoldCoaft, and another in the river Gambia. 

The Dutch, fenfible of the importance of this trade, eredled 
a Weft India company in 1621, with great privileges and 
encouragements, and granted them all the lands they could 
conquer within certain limits in Africa and America. They 
gained feveral important conquefts in Brazil and Africa, and 
in 1 637 took, from the Portugueze the ftrong fortrefs of St. 
George delMina, and foon after, all their other fettlements 
on the Gold Coaft, which were ceded to them by treaty in . 
1 641 . Now, though theEnglifh had a fort at Cormantine, the 
Dutch took the advantage of the diftraded fjtate of 'England, 
to feize and confifcate her (hips from Cape Pal mas to Cape 
Lopez. Soon after the reftoration Charles II. formed a com- 
pany to oppofe them, remonftrated to the ftates how linjuft 
their pretenlions were, and demanded reparation, for the da- 
mages . 
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damages his fubje£ts had fuilaincd; but'findmg this had no 
efFed, he fitted out a ftrong fleet: then they bqgan a treaty;, 
but in the mean time- fent fecret orders to their admiral De 
Ruyter, which he pim(Sually obeyed ; proceeded down the 
African Coafti confifcated all the.EngHfh veffejs he met 
with, took the fort at Cormantine,. -and pnt a Dutch gar- 
rifon in it. Thefe wrongs and diflionours, meeting with no 
redrefs, occafioned war to be proclaimed againfl the Dutch 
in 1664, which ihews the value they then fet on the African 
trade, when they rather chofe to rifk a war with England, than 
admit her to any fhare of it. In 1 667 a peace was concluded, 
and the £ngli(h Royal African company had Cape CoaO: 
Cadle inftead of their fort at Cormantine, which was left in 
pofTeffion of the Dutch. The great charges the Engliih 
company had been at, were faid to prevent their trade from 
fucceeding to their wiflies ; fo they affigned over all their 
rights and pofleflions to a New Royal African company, 
eftablifhed in 16721 and the king granted them all places 
in Africa from Port Sallee in Barbary, to the Cape of Good 
Hope, inclufive, for the term of one thoufand years, with 
the fole right of trade. The Dutch were now in pofleiHon 
of St. George del Mina, and feveral other forts on the Gold 
Coaft. The Englifli, to ftrengthen themfelves, encreaied 
their fort at Cape Coail Caftle, and built others at Accra, 
Dixcove, Winnebah, Succondee, Commenda, Annamaboe 
and Whidah. 

The French Senegal company was eftabliflied in 1673, 
and in 1678 the French took Arguin and Goree from the 
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Diitchv which were afterwards ceded to them. In i68^ 
the French ^g eredled another . cx>mpany to trade from 
Sierra Leon to the Cape of Good Hope, reftraining the 
former company within Cape Blanco and Sierra Leon. In 
1 702 the latter of. thefe French African companies had the 
contra^ for furnifliing the Spanifh Weft Indies with lb many 
{laves yearly, which being transferred to Great Britain in 
1713, the French company was abolished and the trade 
Jaid opert'-to all their fubjeds. The Englifli company had 
fuftained many lofles from the French and Putch encroach- 
ments, and in 1695 their fort in the river Gambia was 
taken by the French, who after the peace claimed an equal 
tight in that river with the Engliftt. 

In 1697 the parliament laid the African trade open, and 
impofeda.tax for the fupport of the forts, which aft remained 
in force till 17 12, though the tax would by no means defray 
the neceflary expences. Since that time the trade has been free 
and open to all Britifli fubjefts ; for, the company failing, go-, 
vernment, in .1 7 3 o, allowed ten thoufand pounds to fupport the 
forts, which were unanimoully declared ablblutely neceflary 
for the prefervation of the African trade : the fame ftim, 
and frequently more, has fince that been annually allowed 
by government, and in 1749 and the two following years 
the claims of the Royal African Company were enquired 
into, fatisfadlion made to them for all their eifefts, and thofe 
effefts and the forts vefted in the company of merchants trad- 
ing to Africa, under the direftion of a committee, who were 
not allowed to trade in their joint capacity (nor perhaps 

fhould 
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fjioutd ' &ave been in ' tbetr feparate) nor officers or fer« 
vanta in Africa to czpott negroes on their own account.' 
They have Been allowed annually 13,000/. for the lupport 
of the forts, hefides frequent grants of fums which 'they 
petitioned for ; and this very year 2,000/. extra. In 1 763 
Senegal and its dependencies were veiled in this ccnnpany,' 
and in 1765 they were divefled thereof, and it was vtfted 
in his majefty, and the trade laid open to all his ii\2^d!iy*i 
fubje(B:s, in which ftate it now continues j that is, the whole 
trade from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good 
Hope, both inclufive, is free for all his majefty's fubje£l:s ;' 
but that part of it from Port Sallee to Cape kouge, under 
the dire<9:ion of government; and the part from Cape 
Rouge to the Gape of Good Hope, wherever there are forts, 
under the diredion of the committee : and as they have 
forta on the Gold Coaft only, their attention is confined to 
that valuable fpot. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»»♦»♦»♦<>♦» » ♦♦♦♦♦♦'»♦»»♦♦♦»♦♦»♦♦»♦♦#♦»♦»♦♦#♦ ■ »♦<' ♦ ♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»»»» 

C H A P. V. 

The CONDUCT oftheprefent AFRICAN COMMITTEE. 

FROM the foregoing brief account of the African trade, 
it appears that the carrying it on by an exclufive com-« 
pany has been tried twice without fuccefs ; it remains how 
to examine what has bo^n the management of the committee, 
and whether it: improves under their dire(5iic»i. 

One obfervation is neceilary to be made ; that the ih-^ 
£uencc of the committee at prefent operating no farther 

than 
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tfian the Gold Coaft, they are accountable for the' encreafe or 
decreafe of trade within thofe limits only ; for want of which 
plain dired:ion, perfons who are but little verfed in, the Afri- 
can trade are told, with a fort of triumph, of the prodigious 
encreafe of it, and it is held forth as if entirely owing to the 
diredion of the committee. The trade in general indeed is 
cncreafed,but that on the Gold Coaft confiderably diminiflied, 
nay almoft ruined; for from 1750 to 1763 at leaft thirteen 
thoufand negroes were annually purchafed, but from 1763 
to 1770 not above five hundred at Cape Coaft Caftle, by 
which we may judge of the reft. In 1752 Liverpool fent 
thirty-two ihips to the Gold Coaft for eight thoufand two 
hundred and thirty negroes, and in 177 r only fourteen 
fhips for three thoufand four hundred; Some years ago 
above one hundred thoufand ounces of gold were annually 
brought home from thence by the fhipping; but now the 
committee's fervants get all, and that all is a very trifling 
quantity in comparifon ofwhatufed to be coUeAed, and 
the Dutch get moft of it for (pints and Brazil tobacco; 
- But to fhew more clearly how far the committee have 
conformed to the atSl of parliament that eftabliftied their 
power, and how far they have anfwercd or abufed the pur^ 
pofes for which they were appointed, it is proper to recur 
to the plain directions of the ad itfelf The ad: pafled in 
1749, orders that ^^ the committee-men (hall be annually 
" chofen by a majority of the merchants trading to Africa ; 
^^ that they fhall not trade in their joint capacity.; that the 
" governors of forts fhall not fhip negroes on their own 
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** account ; that the forts fliall prote(3:, not obftrud, the 
'* private traders, and that the buildings fliall be publick 
** warehoufes for the fervice of the community and the 
** protection of their efFe<9:s.'* 

With refpe<3: to the manner of choofing committee-men, 
.defigning and interefted perfons, who had been chofen, 
availed themfelves of a cafual expreflion in the a<5t, ** com- 
* * mittee-men fliall be chofen by perfons trading or intending 
" to trade to Africa," to make that oflice perpetual, which 
the legiflature intended to be annual. The eledlors being 
compoled of all fuch perfons who paid forty {hillings for 
their freedom in the company, thcfe deflgning men made 
numbers free * without their knowledge or expence, many 
of the loweft clafTes of the people, and all of them fuch as 
were their friends or dependents. Accordingly thele forty 
fliilling voters this laft July out-voted the real traders ; the 
poll at the clofe flood thus, Bourke 573, Beane 512, French 
507, Smith 230,. Aird 193, Philpot 196, Cleland 91. — 
Smith, Aird and Philpot were nominated and fupportcd by 
the traders. Bourke united his interefl with French and 
Beane, two of the perfons in the combination, and flood 
upon that interefl, and that of Rofs and Mill, the latter of 
whom has a brother governor of Cape Coafl CafUe. By 
thefe means they are felf-chofcn, and confequcntly inde* 
pendent of the real African merchants, unattentive to the 
publick good, and induflrious only to raife fortunes for 
themfelves, by means of that publick money annually al- 

• Sec letter [G.] in the appendix for Beane and French's agreement, &c. 
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lowed them for the general advantage of the whole trade. 
They make their own dependents the governors of the forts, 
and carry on their trade by their means, either evading or 

m 

boldly a(9:ing in defiance of the laws of their country ; and 
having the advantage of houfe and warehoufe room, their 
fervants abroad and freight of their goods out at the publick 
cxpence, can afford to overbid the private traders : this 
naturally raifes a competition ; the African articles of trade 
are enhanced, and the value of their own commodities 
leil^ned : and this has ftill worfe confcqucnces ; for if the 
Africans qan have what they want for lefs of their articles 
than ufual, they will bring the fewer to market, as they 
are indolent in^ their difpofitions, and crafty in their deal- 
ings, and know very well how to take the advantage of 
our mifmanagement. 

The governors of the forts though to appearance forbid 
to fhip offflaves for their own ufe on pain of difmiflion, yet 
knowing theyjcan depend on the committee-men for their pro- 
tedlion, as they are fecretly interefted in their trade, do it 
clandeftinely ; and when they leave the Coaft, always take 
care to have a noble cargo of the very beft negroes to carry 
with them. The poor foldiers are obliged * to do all their 
work and labour for them, though raiferabhr fupplied, at the 
•deatreft rates, wk'h the common neceflarie^ of life. The 
forts are nicrely an heap of rubbifh, overrun with -filth and 
vermin, fb far from being capable of awing the natives, that 
they cannot prbteft themfehres ; ib that for the advantage of 
their private trade, tlie governors are generally tributary to 
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one, and fometimes feveral of the African chiefs : by which 
means not only the rights of theEnglifli have been given up^ 
but the very governors themfelves have been flogged by the 
negroes in their own forts. Is it to be fuppofed, that the 
dignity of the Britifh empire can be fupported by thofe, who 
through private intereft tamely fubmit to fuch infolent treat- 
ment ? Or can they protect the traders, who are in fuch ab- 
ject fubjcdion themfelves ? Accordingly every trader finds 
he has only himfelf to depend upon, is obliged to find room 
where he can for his goods, and thinks himfelf happily oiF, 
if the governor of the fort does not openly prevent his trading. 
This is too common a cafe, and pafles not onlyuncenfured, but 
is often rewarded by the committee, Mr, Miles, governor of 
fort * Appolonia, not only prevented feveral captains from 
trading there, but publicly declared he would not permit 
•one of them to purchafe even an ounce of gold. An afii- 
davit being made of this he was recalled, but is now by the 
favour of the committee rein dated in his government, and 
,gone again to take poffeilion of that fort, in vvhich he be- 
haved in defiance of ^nabfolute ai9:of parliament, and to 
the detriment of the fair trader, whom by his duty he was 
bound to aflift. A fhip of Mr. Mill's, one of the committee, 
carried him out this laft Auguft, and he will • doubtlefs be 
true to his benefa<5bor's ijitereft, a,nd.ad as he did jbeforow 
This is the way indeed to encreafe the Ipiritof trade in the 

governors 

* This fort itfelf was not only unnectflTary, but difadvantageous, /having 
the worft landing place on the Coaft j and indeed of the eleven forts at Ipaft fix 
maybe difpenied with, and the remaining five anfwer every proper purpofe, for 
at pre&nt they 'are merely faftories tD C^pe Coaft Caftle and Annamaboe. 
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governors of the forts ; though fome have by no means been 
fo deficient as to want any encouragement, for they have car* 
ried it fo far as to trade with the French and the Dutch, when 
they could reap any advantage by it, in preference to their 
own countrymen, and to difpofe of their gunpowder, till they 
had none left to defend themfelves. Dixcove in 1750 by 
this mieans was reduced fo that it muft have been taken by 
the Dutch, had not a French veffel come in with an Irifli 
captain, who afforded them a fupply. 

In fliort, the committee have in every particular adied di- 
redlly contrary to the truft repofed in them, and contrary to 
the true intereft of the nation : and muft, if continued, en- 
tirely deftroy that trade on the Gold Coaft, which has been 
ever judged the moft important of any on the whole coaft of 
Africa, and confequently moft eflentially neceflary to the 
profperity of the Britifli commerce, and the fupport of her 
Colonies. 

From this account of the prefent management of the 
committee on the Gold Coaft, where only their jurifdidion 
operates through their trufty fadors, the governors of the 
forts, it is very clear that nothing has preferyed them from 
the cenfure of the legiflature, but thefe fads not having ap- 
peared properly before the government. The length of time 
before complaints can be heard, the deaths of the injured 
perfons, the evafions of their oppreffors, the fortunes" they 
have raifed as bulwarks round them, there being no 
magiftrate on the Coaft to take cognizance of crimes, 
or adminifter affidavits, and many other accidents con- 
tribute to confufe, if not totally ftifle the truth. It has 
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now appeared pretty plain though by no means exaggerated, 
as will b(B manifefl from the many ftubborn evidences of obfti- 
nate fads in the Appendix, at the letter [H.] and may be 
further proved by the united teftimony of many witnefles of 
reputation now in England, and ready to declare the whole 
truthj when properly called upon to do fo. 

As at the beginning of this enquiry into the management 
of the committee, an obfervation was made, that the encreafc 

• • • 

of the African trade in general was held forth by their ad- 
herents, as their fole merit, though that Under their par- 
ticular care languiflies daily; fo here a diftin<9:ion of a fimilar 
nature arifes : ** Forts, fay they, rauft be fupportcd, for with- 
** out them we could have no trade : now we fupport the 
** forts, and therefore fuppoft your trade there.'* This ^e- 
cious pka likt the former foon falls to the ground on the bare 
approach of t%^ information ^nd common imderftanding. 
It has indeed been the univ^fal maxim of the Britifli legifla- 
ture, and the unanimous defite of the merchants, that forts 
and caftles fliould be kept up in thofe parts of Africa, where' 
other nati<Mis have forts, but it was always added oft a re- 
JpeB able footings and for the benefit and froteSiion of the free 
traders, The deficiency in the firft particular is abundantly 
a fufficicnt plea to take them out of thofe hands, in which 
they affe contemptible ; efpecially when inftcad of anfwer- 
ing the fecond requilite, they are evidently injurious tb it. 
Yet whenever the committee has ^been cenfured, the neceffity 
of forts, and the general encreaft o^ the African trade have 
been two points, that have been harangued upon with a fort 

of 
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of triumph ; as if neither forts or trade could fubfifl with* 
out them, though they are daily degrading the former and 
diflrefllng the latter. , 

If I am apprehenfive of an attack, I wear a fword, as a 
neceflary weapon for my defence; and where I expert 
feveral antagonifls, I fhould be glad my fervant had ano* 
ther ; but I fhould be mad to have my own fo rufly in the 
fcabbard that it could not be drawn ; or to tryft him with 
<jne, if I not only fufpeded but knew he would turn its 
point agaihft me inftead of my affailants. 



C H A P. VI. 

Fropojah for improving the AFRICAN TRADe! 

IT remains now to point out fome remedy for the abufes 
of the prefent manner of management, and for the in- 
con veniencies the African trade labours under from it. 

/ 

All companies are and muft neceflarily be compofed of 
individuals, who from obvious motives purfue interefts 
diftin<£fc from and often in oppofition to thofe of the com- 
pany they belong to : hence it is that we io often fee rich 
direftors and bankrupt companies ; and therefore fuch bank- 
ruptcies are not to be imputed to the trade itfclf, but to 
Ibme wrong firft principle of, or to the improper meafores 
purfued in, the management of it. The failure of two 
African companies, though compofed of the richeft and 
moft powerful members of the ftate, plainly fliews that the 
attempt of monopolies on fo extenfive a -coaft, among in- 
habitants 
6 
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habitants of Co many different nations, laws arid cuftomsy 
and confequcntly of as many various interefts and inclinations, 
cannot poflibly be attended with fuccefs. The foundation* 
being defed:ive, no fblid fuperftrud:ure could be built upon 
it ; for had it mifcarried folely from errors in the management," 
the fecond company had their predeceflbrs example to guide 
them to the acquiring all their advantages, and to enable 
them to fee their miftakes, and to jfteer clear of thofe (helves 
on which they were wrcckt : but with all thefc lights, with 
all the power of the legiflature to aflift, and the profits of 
trade to fupport them, they were incapable of paying their* 
debts. As to the management of their fucceilbrs then, what 
has the nation to expedl from that ? the prefent comnaittee 
is not only a monopoly, but one of the moft detrimental 
fort : other monopolies are fupported at the expence of the 
monopolies; this at the expence of the publick, to the 
manifefl injury, if not the utter ruin of the free trader ; £ov 
if they are continued in power, that confequcncc muft 
naturally enfue. A private merchant may fometimes mono- 
polize a trade, and that undoubtedly is an injury to the 
publick J but it can be only a tranfient injury, as there are 
three things, any of which muft inevitably foon put a fl;op 
to it ; his death, his bankruptcy, or his making a (ulEcient 
fortune: the firftmuft happen in acourfe of years; the fecond^ 
often attends unfair attempts ; the third follows from fupe- 
rior addrefs, or good luck in the trade wherein he engages.. 
Here are three chances to terminate his views; but in a 
monopoly fupported by the publick, thefe chances are 

all 
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«3! est tiff, Tke committee can never dk ; one waye fuc- 
ceeds anotlier) and their foUower^ rdl on into the places 
"of their predeoefibrs ; they in a coUe^ftive capacity can only 
&reak wixn day hsLVt broke the publick that fupported 
them ; and a ftioceiCon of hungry applicants are ever in^ 
iatiabb from their iirft dependency %o their plenitude of 
power. 

Varion* haire beenihe attempts toteform f5ie abufes of the 
' oom«EU£tee, but ikcy have all been frtiit^efs ; ^ the kgif- 
' lature fiaving forged the chain, a power only equal to 
theks e<m bveak it : and^hat is fincerely to be wifhed, for 
nothing but an entire alteration of the prefent management 
oan pat the African trade on a re^pe^ftable footing. This 
is no fcratcby . eafily to be healed, as one of their ferrants 
afeted,.. b&t the whote limb is rotten, and mufl be lopped 
offy or a mortification muft enfue, and perhaps reach the 
vitals of our country. From a monopoly no encreafc of trade 
otm be expe&ed, and were they once invefted with extra- 
ordinsuy powers, . smd pc^Idfied of great opulence, all this 
would only raife their views to eafier methods of encreafing 
their revenues. Under the pretence of invcftigating fiirther 
fburces of commerce in the inteiior parts of Africa, they 
would be aiming sA territorial acquifitixMis, which might 
r^fe them for a time, but the natives and their country 
would foon have their revenge, as thdr total ruin would be 
the ^moft immediate con(equenoe. . 

Bf our {hipping therefore is our only eligible inethod of car- 
rying on this trade, 4ree to all our induftrious narivesr Tkefea 



* '- is 



. t 



y 



I 42. ] 
is the only element for Britons,. and. that makes all. tlie ^oafts 
their own, whene^et: they choofe to .claim them. The 
forts that are neceflary may be garrifoiied with military 
gentlemen, appointed by the company,'.- or a • committee 
fairly chofen by real African traders, and afterwards coii> 
£rmed by government : Let them have ample <falaries> but 
under a total prohibition of entering into any trade .what- 
foever, either on fhore or on boards tvhjch > will.jnake tbem 
impartial judges of any differjeqce; thajt may fif ife , ijetween 
the traders an,d natives, and by that mjbans they may reftorc 
the rights, the honour and dignity of the BritiAi rname. 
Let their appointment be for three years only,, and though 
this eflablifhment would be ^penflve, yet the favijig that 
might be made to the publick by taking off improper per- 
quifities, and leffening the number efforts, would rather, 
reduce than encreafe the expenccs in general, efpecially after, 
the firft neceflary charges were provided for ; that is, when 
iive of thofe now ruinous forts, which are as many, as need . 
be kept up, were properly repaired under the infpe<Stion of 
an engineer j for dear experience has taught us what it is to - 
leave it to the difcretion of a governor. One fort with ano- 
ther might be maintained for about i,oool. a year, as that 
calculation was made for Annamaboe. The committee with 
eleven forts have had yearly about 2,oool. more than that 
for thefe twelve years paft ; fo doubtlefs they have a con- 
fiderable fum in their hands, which they will account for to , 
the publick, and for which and all other deficiencies whait- 
foever, according to the preamble of the laft general African 
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ad, I appreEend all the members of the company are jointly 
and feveraHy accountable. ! 

The fame fum government now allows would pay all ex- 
pencesi and afibrd to fix the governor of Cape Coaft's falary* 
at ijoool. with 300L yearly for his tables and each other 
governor's at 500L And how many half-pay ojSicers would 
be happy to go a three years tour on fuch conditions ! The 
^nly forts that nt^d be -f kept up^ are the five following, 
JDixcove, Cape Coail Caftle, Annamaboe, Winnebah and 
Accra ; fbt AppcJonia and Whidali are. evidently injurious, 
and the reft unneceflary to the trade : and as to numerous 
forts to trade at^ the Britifli fliips fupply their places. They 
are now in fuch numbers on tfet Coaft, that there can fcarte 
be produded a fingle inftance of any confiderable mart, whiere 
there have not conftantly been two or three, and frequently 
ten, twelve and fourteen : and this fuperiority in fhipping, 
added to a' fuperiority alfo in our aflbrtment for trade, will 
always prevail with the natives, and enable us to out-do 
either French or Dutch, elpecially if we carefully prohibit 
all contracts with French veflels for negroes to be delivered to 
them in Africa; which gives them an opportunity to lie upoa 
the Qos^y to acquaint themielves witk that and the. tr.ade,. 
and then fupplant us by their fupplenefs and dexterity. 

* The governor of Cape Coaft has now as good as 2000I. per ann.. excIufiVe 
of trade J. and one governor in two years only carried home i3,oool; though he 
£d ik)t felt five hundred flaves to the fhipping; 

. " fi Perhaps the fame money /night afford to fettle a fort at Sierra LeoiTi 
according tQ a propofat at letter [H*] in, the appendix. . - 
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The advantages the {^)ping wcndd eojof fiom the com- 
petition between them and the fo£t» acafing, would ixm«- 
tualty eftabfifh a fiiendfhip and: oefpcdb bet^«en them : -When 
they cea£ed to be rivids, they would natundjiy be brothers. 
Accommodation^, protediion^ and every -inteicoiirie'i^ kind- 
ne& would arife, and the nativ«» be kept ia^awe, w]&en> thej 
found the EngUfli were unanitxvous : juftke and prote^ioa 
are all the negroes wiih foTiand un^r fuch agoyermnettt they 
might be fecure of bot^. Some negroes of xstkes nations 
might be trained toarnisVwho^eould%e m<xpe^iefulitk^ar<l> 
i»g the private- traders in the towns, than European fiSldiers, 
and would be ^ithful with kind u&ge, ^and could not be 
injured by their being ^spofed to the climate. The honour 
and jufliice of fbitinifint, that military ardpr infj^res, efpe- 
cially in the early part of life — the hc^es of pr^erment, 
which government would readily grant, if requefted by the 
African company for an officer, who had behaved with un- 
ipotted .integrity abroad — the applaufe -of the world, and 
friendfhip of the merchants, are no fmall fecurity far die 
good behaviour of the military gentlem^i -: and were even 
diefe motives, infuf&ciejit, tfee fhort tfime they would ftay 
upon the Coaft, would make ^t hardly poffible^ or worth 
while for them to form connciftions which muft fo foon be 
•broke through. 

Should they notwithftanding a<ft wrong, a Colouiy upon the 
'Coafl would be the proper and eff4E)(3tual rsmedy $ but if thai* 
vcas not thought expedient^ or toi9 expenfive, the next eH^- 
^e Aep is, that a £fty Or fixty gtan fhip and a frigate or two> 
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ynth fenfible fteady officers, ^nA a man of reputation la th^ 
law as judge, might call at every place o£ trade oq the Oaa^, 
and do the natives juftice, if ill treated by the Englifh there j 
ot exad! it of them, if they were the ofFendefs. This 
courfe fteadily purfyed with a prohibitiopi of any gratuity 
being received, or any trade carried on By the judge, or com- 
manders and ofHcers under fevere penalties, 'would retrieve 
the national charader of juftice an4 power ; and the natives. 
t>f Africa, when fure of not being injured, would not be in- 
clinable to commit any injury. 



CHAP. VII. 
^ new AFRICAN ACT propofed, 

TO bring all thefe regulations to a point, the beft way 
ieems to throw them together into one view, in.th« 
forta of an A6: of Parliament, whieh properly executed might 
remedy Qvety abufe, and fet the African trade on a fair and 
re^edable footing, humane and equitable to the Afiicans, 
advant^^eous^ to ev^ {^ivate free Briti(h triadcr, and con-* 
di^cive to tho pro^rity of our oommerce, the benefit and 
fupport of our colonies^ 

An ad of parliament pafled in the* — year of his majefty 
lung Geor^ the Third, fpr the regulation and encourage^ 

. ment 

*~Aft diusi cud fams printed in Italiek are humbty - fobmittod, i|s !^ tbe whok^ 
«f this a^ to coBfidtntiea oi aoyemmeat. 
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ment of the Britifli trade to Africa, and for. the advantage of 
the Britifli commerce and colonies. 

4 

Wlhlitt^f by an ad pafled in the twenty- third year erf" hia 
late Majefty, entitled " an aft for extending and improving 
" the trade to Africa," it was enaded, that, "all his Ma- 
** jefty V fubjedts (hall be free to trade from Port Sallee in 
" Barbary, to tjie Cape of Good Hope, both inclufive, and 
** that all his Majefty 's fubjeds trading to or from Africa be-r 
** tween Cape Blanco and the Cape of Good Hope, fhould 
** for ever thereafter be a body corporate and politic, by the 
** name of The Company of Merchants trading to Africa ; 
" and that any of his Majefty 'sfubjeds trading or intending to 
** trade to Africa, upon payment of the fum of forty-fliillings. 
** each, jGiquld have right to vote for the committee-men. 
** of the iaid company, in manner and form as is by (aid 
**^ ad dire«fted r*' ^tlll WfjXXtH^i a great number of p«r- 
fons, neither trading nor intending to trade to or from Africa, 
have become freemen of the faid company, and have thereby 
obtained a very extenfive and undue influence in the eledions 
qf committee-men thereof, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the hid &€t j and have rendered the faid eom>- 

• 

mitt«e-men, and the governors of forts and other officer* em- 
ployed by or under the faid company, lefs dependent upon 
the real traders to and from Africa free of the faid company,, 
than of right and for the intereft and wellfare of the trade- 
to and from Africa they ought' to be, JfOt ttUl^ll*^ of fuch 
abufe, andof the evil confequencesrth^l; have proc€«ded' frOih 
it, and for prevention of the like in futurfe, and for the bet- ' 
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ter regulation of the faid company, their committee-men 
and omcers of what rank and degree foever j 

260 it tttSiXtt^y and it is hereby enafted, by the king's moft 
excellent Majefty, by and with the advice of the lords fpi- 
ritual and temporal, and commons in this prefent parliament 
aflembled,.that {b rauck of the faid ad or of any other ad, that 
may. Hand in contradiction to this ad, be repealed, annulled 
and made void, and is hereby repealed, annulled and made 
void ; and that any new regulations in this a(9t fliall be eftab- 
4i{hed, and in force from and after the refpedive dates here- 
after to be fet forth. 

^nH b0 It 0ttAlt6ll> and it is enaded by the authority- 
aforefaid) that of the perfons, who now are or may here- 
after become freemen of the faid company, only fuch fliall 
iia^e right to be permitted to vote for or in the choice of a 
committee-man or committee-men of the faid company, 
who were at the time of their admiflion to the freedom 
thereof, or at fbme time thereafter, adually and bond fide for 
their own account, and not for that of any other perfon, in 
ibme one flaip or veflel, and her cargoe employed in trading 
to or from the Coaft of Africa within the limits aforefaid, 
interefted as owners thereof^ and to retain for their ufe, and 
to bear finally the profit and lofs thereupon, in the full pro- 
portion of fuch fum to the whole of the adventure, to the 
amount ti 500I. or upw'ards ; and who fhall give in an 
account in ^^riting at the office or chamber of the fkid com- 
pany to which they fhall or may refpe^ively belong, at 
London, Briflol or Liverpool, £gned with their names, and 
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in their proper hand writing, in the pre(ence of two hwfvtV 
witnefles, on or before the hik day GliAfrii 177 j) or at the 
time of their defiring to become freemen of the iesA com- 
^any^ if after that date, letting forth the ^r, name of 
the ihip, mafter and owners, a<ad to what part of A^ca 
Inch their adventure was or 'u : ^|| ^ i| IttAfM hy the 
authority aforeiaid, that any and «very freeman 6f the faid; 
jcon^pany being fo qualified, and having gtvea in fuck 
j}ccount on or before the laft day of April 1773, and fuck 
only fhall have right ahd be permitted t!o vote for any com*- 
mittee-man or committee-men to be choiem at any time 
thereafter ; but it ihall not be permitted to lany iipeeman of 
the faid company^ admitted to the fbsedom thereof lifter 
chat day, to vote for or in the choice of any ix>mmittee-iiiaA^ 
or coiamittee-meA, until he (hall haVe been free of the &idv 
company one entire year*^ 

^ ^nO fot as much as die Province of Sdnegambiais under 
the immediate dtfedion of governments ftnd Bance i^and: 
on the river of Si^ra Leon, was vefted by an ad ipai&d in 
the twenty-fifth year of his late majedy in particular pec- 
ions, and that the iaid company li^venot nor ctught to have 
any authority or oo^isance in got of the fame^ . it is hereby 
declared, that the being owner -or intereAed in any fiiip or 
ye^el employed in trading to any amount or value whatfo- 
ever to or frcxn both or either c^ thofe places fhall not give 
any qualification to, or enable an^ perfon to vote for any 

commitljeei-Ba^aA 0r <cocBmittee>men df the faid company until 

both 
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lk)th- or either df thofe places fhall or may by liw of parlia- 
ment be put under diredlion of the iaid company. 

7Mr the better to prevent Any fraud, Coiltlflon or rniffe- 
prcfentatioH of any perfbn made free, or defiring to Bre ^ade 
free of the faid company, or iii the elesftion of a committce- 
ihan or cbmmitfee-nien thereof, in the account to be de- 
livered, in Writing, as> herein beibfe dire^cd,. %^ fg 0ftdC((l^ 
By the authority aforefaid', that? tf any pcrfon* now free of 
the M& eompany, 6t tkdC i^dl hereafter be ftiade free- 
thereof, (hall not be actually, truly and bon^ fide interefledr 
as' to profit and lofs, in the manner and to the full extent 
as' fliall- be in fueh atcoimt< fet foi^thi without any itidemnify 
as- to the fame, or any pirt tfic^eo^ frbm arty pcrfon'op perfbils 
whomfoever, fuch perfons made free, or defiring to be mkde 
free, fliall for ev^ry foch' office, as well as fbif evefjr time 
he (hall preftHue to- V<Jte for a dommittee-nian or cbmmitSfce- 
mefl oP the' faid company,- fdrfeit- the" fum of 500I. to"* be re- 
covered ih manner ai by* the faid aift of the tWenly-third- of 
his- kw miajefty* is dire"<^ed ill the claufe for recovering of 
petiallies ; ^nd to be sCp^ied^^ Ofie' moiety thereof to the 
Iperfbn who fhall fue fdr tfie'fkni^,. die other moiety fohaiid 
tOwi^ds the maintainitig the forts and fettlements under' the 
dird<3ion of the faid cortipiiiy : 

3RQ tl< 18' ^S^^ ^Dp enatM; the more tb faciliti^ 
t3ie efie^aual punifhment <ii the ftauds, toUufiohs' or miiP- 
reprefentktions aforefaid ; that- the otfus frobandt tlai^ lay 
on - the j^erfon Or perfoHs agaihft vrhom fuch accufation 

♦ H fhall 
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{hall be, and not upon the perfon accufiog him or fuing'. 
for the fame. 

^nll bt it tna(t(tl, and it U enafted by the authotity 
aforefaid, that it (hall not be perpiitted to the committee- 
men to contrail debts to or with any governor or fervant of 
the company aforefaid, or for any greater amount, or other, 
purpofes than thofe for which the annual fupply is granted; 
by parliament; and that if any governor, officer, or fervant 
of the faid company Ihall advance any fum or fums for the 
ufe of the faid company, beyond what the faid annual fupply 
ihall without any anticipation be able to difcharge, and be 
direcfted by the committee to be lb fupplied for the fervice of 
the current year, the fame fliall be irrecoverably forfeited 
and loft. 

;9nD mtjet; CaS it is highly neceffiry for the good and" 
wellfare of the African trade, that the governors, chiefs ot 
other fervant!, appointed or to be appointed by the com^ 
mittee-men of the faid company, Ihould not be conneded 
in any way or manner whatfoever with any of the faid 
committee-men, other than fimply and diftindly as fervants 
<^ the company, 2Bt it ttUCtCD, and it is enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, that it fliall not be lawful for any com- 
mittee-man of the faid company during the exercife or pof- 
fefllon of fuch office, by himfelf or in partnerlhip, by means 
of any third peribn, or in any other way whatfoever, upon 
his or their own account, or upon commiffion, or by way 
of agency, direflly or indireflly tp fliip goods, or charter 
veflels, or in any wife trade or have commerce with or for 

any 
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any governor, chief, or other fervant employed by or undei" 
the faid company, on pain of forfeiting for every and each 
ofFence the full fum of i,oooL to be recovered and applied 
as heretofore mentioned^ 

^nD for the more efFedual preventing the governors of 
the forts from all manner of trade whatfoever, and for the 
encouragement of the (hipping, by cutting ofF all poflibility 
of competition between them and the forts, Jl^t it tU^tttl^y 
and it is enadled by the authority aforefaid, that the gover- 
nors of the forts fhall be gentlemen bearing his majefty's 
commiffion in the army or marine forces, and being on half- 
pay : and that if they trade themfelves, or permit any perfon 
whatfoever in or out of the fort or forts under their com- 
mand, on board or on lliore, direftly or indiredly to trade 
for them, they (hall ipfofaSio be deprived of their command, 
fent home, and rendered for ever incapable of (erving his 
majefty or the company in any ''capacity whatfoever, over 
and above other penalties hereafter to be fet forth by this 
ad. 

^Ull for the better encouragement of fuch gentlemen, 
2B0 it ttl^CttD) and it is enabled by the authority aforefaid, 
that the governor of Cape Coaft Caftle (hall have i,coo/. per 
annum falary, and be allowed 300/, for a table for himfelf, 
a commi(noned officer as lieutenant, and a furgeon to be ap- 
pointed under him, which faid lieutenant (hall have \ooLper 
annum {alaryy and the furgeon. 300/ •• And that the faid 
governor fhall be commander in chief of all his majefty's 
forts upon the Gold Coaft, and between Cape Blanco and 
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the Cape of Good Hope, and-fliall be moreover vefted 
with the powers of a juftice of peace, to enable him to takje 
afHdavitBi and redrefs fmall complaints, as well as give him 

» 

the greater weight in adjufting all difputes that may arifc 
between the (hipping and the natives ; for his good and aip- 
right behaviour wherein he fliall be accountable to furthiar 
enquiry : and that the forts called Dixcove, Anoamaboe, 
Winnebah and Accra, fhall alfo each have a commiiHoned 
officer, in the army or marine forces, being on balfpay, a$ 
governor, with a falary to each of 500/. per annum^ and fliall 
be fubjed to fuch orders as they fliall receive from the gover- 
nor of Cape Coafl: Caftle, and that they, as well as the gover- 
nor of Cape Coaft Caftle, fliall have a competent number <^ 
iubaltern officers and private men under them, to render 
them independent of the natives, and capable of prote^^ing 
the trade. 

^tlD that thefe governors, though bearing his Majefty*fi 
commiffion, may alfo be property dependent on the com- 
mittee and company of merchants trading to Africa, 2^ |t 
(tlACtClk, £ind it is enaded by the authority afore&id, that 
they fliall be appointed by the faid company of Merchants 
at a general meeting to be ordered by the committee, giving 
a fortnight's notice in the Gazette, and fliall then be oonr 
firmed by government for fuch time only as they fliall 
aft conformably to their inftruifiipns, and for the benefit of 
trade ; and that no commiffion, for any governor or other 
officers, fhall exceed the fpace of three^years ; though to 
encourage the governors of the inferior forts, and the lieu^ 
tenant of Cape Coaft Caftle, one of them fhall have the pre- 

4. ference 
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feceoceofiiicceediag to^the commdnd .theiteef^ <k) the return 
of ihs -gov^Aor to England, of bk otberwi^ vacating kk rgo- 
yemment 5 wiucb fuccdSon, when there are more compe- 
titors than xuie, {hall be diecided by the judge and <x>m- 
miiHaoed officers of the yearly /hips, .(herea&^ to be men-> 
tioned) in confidcraJtioja of the intelligence diey may receive 
on the .£pot| xeiadve to their former good behaviour. 

^Sttll 1^ it tXMUMi and it is ena63:ed by the authority 
a&>re{kld, that the other iix forts -upon die Gold Coail, hav- 
ing fome pf them been found injurious to ^ade 9>tid the 
others uanecei&ry^ihall be no longer provided for, but marJu 
of |>ofrej[IIon with the JEnglifh arms fhall be left, and their 
ftores, and whatever elfe may be uiefvdi conveyed to fome of 

w 

the five remaining forts, which may fland moft in need of 
them ; which, together with the repair o£ the faid remaining 
forts, fhall be done under the dirediion and by the orders of 
an engineer or engineers, to be fent out exprefsly for that pur- 
pofe ; and that no governor fhall interfere with, or have 
any hand in repairing or making any alterations in the fort 
under his command, upon pain of fufpenfion. 

^^Knd KbygjtgHg, though it was enjoined and direded, by 
an ad pafled in the fifth year of his prefent majefty, entitled, 
" An a<9: for repealing the ad veiling the fort of Senegal 
" and it's dependencies, in the company of merchants trad- 
" ing to Africa, &;c. Slc," that all the forts, w^ehoufes, and 
buildings under the diredion of the faid company, fhould 
be free and open to all his Majefty's fobjeds, for protedipn 
of their pcrfons and property to a certain extent, and that 

it 
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it fliould not be lawful for any officer or fervatit employed 
by the committee of the faid -company, to export negroes 
from Africa upon their own account, upon pain of dif- 
miffion from the fervice of the faid company, yet it has 
been juftly complained of, that the faid officers or fome of 
them, contrary to their duty and the intention of parliament, 
have, under various frivolous pretexts, rcfufed the traders to 
Africa that prote6tion for their perfbns and property, that of 
right they ought chcarfuUy and readily to have granted ; 
and alfo, that fuch officers employed by the committee, 
contrary to the injunction aforefaid, have (hipped off, and 
exported confiderahle numbers of negroes from the coaft of 
Africa : J^t it 0tt8l(tClk) and it is enacted by the authority 
•aforefaid, that it fliall not be lawful for any . governor, chief 
or other officer or fervant employed by or under the com- 
•mittec, to refuie the ufc of any warehoule, room, or other 
place in any of the forts underthe dire6Kon of the faid com- 
pany to any Britifli fubjedV, whenfoever he fhall afk it for pre- 
fervation or defence of his perfon or property, in cafe of any 
difpute between ftich Britifh fubjed and the natives of Af- 
rica, or apprehenlion of an enemy, for any reafbnable time 
that he fliall defire. And any governor or officer, or other 
icrvant of the faid company, delaying or refufing fuch ufe 
of the forts, or to give a receipt for the faid goods or any or 
all protedion that in his power may lie to the fubjeds 
of Great Britain, fliall be dilmifled from the fervice of the 
•faid company, and if a commiffioned officer rendered for 
<ever incapable of ferving his majefty or the company in any 

capacity 
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capacity whatfocver : and any governor, officer, or fervant 
employed by or under the laid company, fhipping oiF negroes 
upon his. own account, as the efiec^s of perfons deceafed, or , 
upon any other account whatlbever, fliall forfeit his property 
in the fame, one half to the perfon who fhall inform thereof, 
the other half to the matter of the veflel, in which the fame 
{hall be (hipped; and the governor, officer or fervant fo 
offending be difmifled from the fervice of the faid company, 
and be rendered incapable, if a commiffioned officer, of ever 
ferving his majefty or the company in any capacity, what- : 
foever. 

TiXlti V^l^tWi the legality of the faid trade to Africa for ^ 
negroes has been d^fput^d, notwithftanding cuftbni almofl 
imn^emorial, and many ads of parlianient for the extending, 
improving and encouraging thereof, )50 tt (lt(i(t^> and it 
is ena Aed by the authority aforefaid^ that all his majefty 's 
fubjcds are free,, and have a legal right to purchafe negroe 
flaves from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good Hope, 
both inclufiye, and to fell the fame in the colonies, whether 
Weft" India Illands or North America, or the feas thereto ad- 
joining; and that the purchalers thereof have a property in ' 
them, and a right to their labour and produce, they always: 
allowing them proper cloathing and maintenance : 

^Ul) 1)0 tt 01ta(t0D> and it is enaded.by the authority 
aforefaid, that the faid negroes ffiall be fecure in their lives . 
and limbs, and that if aiiy planter or other of his majefty 's 
fr^ fubjeiffts, through .wanton cruelty, maims a negro or 
defaces him, or caufes hifn to. be jpaimed or defaced, fuch : 
. . ' negro 
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negror fflalt he fires ; auA tf the- kid' negra dieSj tfie peffijh 
who was thecaufe ther»irf fliaH beaecoimtafifeBo-thelaws, 
as for tbe lofi of anyi other of his- majeffiy's^ fiibjeay:- and' if 
ir appears to any of Ms njqeftyV governors or magiftrates 
abroad, that any planter withkolds from his negroes proper 
cloathing' and fnfficient maintenance, fortHe firft oficncc 
he fllatl fiifiwafine ae the- diftretion ef fucli magiftratr, 
butrnot exceeding' 20L and' for the fecond' coinvi<aion,.dbnblei 
and' fO'On- totiei ^unties, untit hei gives them their propet' 
allowance, fudvas may be fettled' bj' the laws-of theeoLony; 
and that on the other hand, negroes convifled of idlenefs, 
ncglei^ng tkiii mai&r's bufinefs, or abienting chemieives 
from their fervice^ fluU be liable to-fuoh piins and- punifli- 
ments as the laws- of the colony Ihall' infli<£l^ provided 
aiivays that the. magiftrates,^ not planters, fhall- ordfcr and 
inffiift aUipunidimentsfor offences deemed defetvingJeverity 
beyond; vrhat'tiie^pkntBCS'AaU-have tHe powef of ordering, 
which. flrail-nBrer exceed' forty ftHpes, undtr penalty of 
50I; tobe forfeited to the magiftrate of tlie place. 

'XOtXi'Vli^fXt^Simsay negroes have beetl bFotigHt-iticb'Eng'' 
land' to the detrimene of- the Colonies- and'encreafe of idle' 
fervants here, 2S0t(PRUICtttl) and ic is «nfl£):ed . by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, that from' and after the-jirj}' Any of Jitly next: 
enfuing whatfoever fubjoS of Great! Britain: fhall' import a 
negroe here, fliall attend imntedkttjy « the Ciiftbn«-houfe, 
pay aduty.ofroL ahead forevery.negroefo importedj and" 
gieecin fuoh negroe's . free oanftftf and agreement; figned by' 
faimior hoc voluntarily, to rettJrB-frtJm'wtlenefe Be or'ftle''cainei 

within 
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within, the fpaoe of two years ; and fhall give a bond of jol. 
to governinent for fuch negroe's return within fuch time, and 
to produce a certificate thereof under pain o( forfeiting the 
laid bond, in which twp reputable houiekeepers fhall alfo 
be joined with the importer, and all three jointly and feve- 
rally fhall be liable to the ^me : and whatfoever fub]c(3: of 
Great Britain ihail import a negroe without conforming to 
the above dircdions, fhall forfeit lool. .for every negroe fo 
imported, half ta the perfon who fiies for the fame, and half 
lotheufe. of his:majefly ; and the negroe {hall be free: 
Excepting always fuch negroes as may be hired to aflift in 
. bringing a ihip home, who ihall be reflored to their owners* 
-efldtes abroad and ient back by the iirft opportunity. 

^ntt to jirevent frauds and coUufions by fuch negroes 
being called free, )5€ it CttAd^Cl^ and it is ena<fted by the 
.authority a£brefaid, that whatfoever negroe comes, or is 
brought here under that denomination after the faid ^fjff 
day of yuify next enfuing, fhall pay 50I. at the cuftom 
houfe, to be rcfiored for his ch: her ufe on, firfl, a certificate 
of his or her failing firom England, and next, another cei?- 
ti£cate of his. or her being landed, and refldent in the 
colonies al^road ; . and that if any negroe on landing docs 
not comply with the above diredions, fuch . n^roe fb 
.ne^e£ting fhall forfeit jool. or be fent back to the plac^e 
from . whence he or fhe came; which faid lool. fhalt be 
xecovered and difpoied of as above direfted. 
. ^^D to enfure juftioe and good ^^ifage to the natives of 
Africa upon their own Grafts, and to deter the xnafters of 
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veflels employed in the trade thereto more efFedually from 
ufing any violence to, or forcibly carrying away any native 
thereof, vt^hether a freeman or a ilave, 7Bt it Ctt^tD) smd it 
is enadted by the authority aforefaid, that any commander or 
matter of a veflel, that {hall by, violence or fraud carry away 
any native of Africa, not purchafed in the fair courfe of 
that trade, fhall, for every native fo carried away, forfeit 
the fum of lool. if fuch native be a flave, and 200I. 
if he or flie be free, to be recovered and applied, as before 
is mentioned ; and iliall moreover repurchafe and reftore 
him or her to his or her own country or ovjrner therein, and 
produce a certificate therof, under penalty of never being 
allowed to fail as captain of any veffel in any trade whatfo- 
ever. 

^Utl 1)0 It CnftCttD) and it is enaded by the authority 
aforefaid, that whatever merchant or matter of a veffel, from 
Great Britain to the colonies, fliall, by contraft made in 
Europe or America, agree to furnilh any French (hip on 
the coaft of Africa with negroes, fliall forfeit treble the 
value of fuch negroes fo difpofed of, oqe third to the perfon 
who fues for the fame, one third for the maintenance of the 
forts, and one third for the ufe of his majefty. 

^nD tOi^StfdjS an inhibition lies againfl: fome articles of 
' trade, neceflary for the coaft of Africa, going out • in fmail 
veffels, which fortof veffels are abfolutely tequiiitc for many 
rivers, which will not admit large ones, )50 tt 0lll(di'^D) ^t»i 
it is enabled by the aiithority aforefaid, that veffels. of l.any 
fize {hall be allowed to fhip rum> tobacco, teas, and Ipirits 
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"with the ufual drawbacks, upon the owner and mafter giving 
bond that the faid veflel is intended for the coaft of Africa, 
naming the port fiie is bound to, and engaging under pro- 
per penalties, that no part or parcel fhall be relanded 
in Europe : ^ttD 1)0 it tttAtttti, alfo that all vefTels trading 
to the river Gambia, fhall be allowed to carry out {iich a 
quantity of crewels, as fhall be neceflary to make up their 
affortment, on giving bond, that the faid crewels are for 
fuch {ervice only, and fhall be landed in fome town or 
fadory, or otherwife difpofed of within the river Gambia ; 
and that fo much of a former ad of parliament as fubjeds 
the owners and maflers of fhips fb deflined for Gambia to 

■ • • • 

any lofs for having fuch crewels on board, fhall be and is 
hereby repealed. 

^UD for the better detedion of any deceit or impofltion 
in the annual accounts, direded by the ad of the twenty- 
third of his late majefly to be laid before the Curfitor Baron 
of the Exchequer, the fame is hereby ordered to be formed 
agreeable to the fame ad, by the committee, within one 
month from the expiration of their office annually, and 
then to lie for the remainder of that month, and the fpace 
of one month more, open for the infpedion and obfervation 
of the freemen of the faid company at their office in 
London, immediately after which it is to be laid before a 
general meeting of the freemen of the faid company to be 
had in London, of which fourteen days iilotice fhall be given 
in the London Gazette, and fuch meetjng fhall not be at 
any time within one month for the general eledion of coni- 
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mittce-men of tKe faid company ; and until fuch meeting 
the /aid accounts jChall not be deemed to he ralid, or be 
capable of being laid before the Curfitor Baron of the Ex- 
chequer. 

^^ItO to prevent any cxadioa «• coUufion by or in any 
committee-man or officer employed by or under the company 
aforeiaid, from any perfon appointed by or trafficked with 
by the faid company or committee thereof, 21S0 K EUtUttD) 
and it is enaded by the authority aforefaid, that any com- 
mittee-man, officer or other fervant belonging to the fard 
company, accepting of any money by way of fee, gratuity 
or reward, otherwife than is by law perinitted, fhall be for 
ever incapable of fervice to, by or under the laid company. 

^tlO for the better fupplying the foldiers and inferior 
officers employed in the faid forts, Jj^t it ttHSLtUht and it k 
enaded by the authority aforefaid, that the faid committee, 
under penalty of fine or difmiffion, {hall take care that they 
have at leafl as ample food^ and as proper and wholefbme 
drink and cloathing, fuitable for the climate, as any of his 
majefly's forces flationed abroad ; and fhall fend fuch food, 
drink and cloathing themfelves for fuch purpofesj and not 
leave the fame or any part thereof to be fumifhed by the 
governors or other officers of the forts in any degree, that 
can in the nature of things be prevented : and for fb much 
as may remain due or owing to any officer or foldier in the 
fervice of the faid caaapany after defraying the charge of 
neceffiuy food and raiment, and deducing fuch remittances 
as they may make to their relations or friends in £ngland> 

4 the 
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the laid committee-men ihall cauie the fame to be paid to 
fuch officers or (bldiers in filver fpecie. 

^nD to the intent that all abufes in the African trade 
may be efiedually and fpeedily redilied, 2i5t tt $ltftC(tl>) and 
it is enadcd by the authority aforefaid, that copies of this 
aft ihall be immediately fent out to all the governors of 
the forts on the Gold Coaft, and that they, and their officers 
and fervants, be dire<S^ed to hold themfelves in readinefe 
to retarn to England by the firfi day o^ July next enfuin^, 
under penalty of cbn£fcation of their effefts, one half to the 
captaiias of men of war fent out with the next governors, 
according to this ad:, and the other half for the maintenance 
c^ the forts, which are defigned to be kept up : and that a 
general meeting of the African traders, qualified as by this 
aft is direded, oh or before the lafi day of April next 
enfuing, fhall be held at their chamber in London, cm the 
fecond day of May next enfuing, where the intended gover- 
nors, officers and fervants of the five forts of Cape Coaft 
CafUe, Dixcove, Annamaboe, Winnebah and Accra fhall 
be elefted, and application made to government that a com- 
petent number of foldiers be ordered to be got ready with 
all pofEble difpatch, and all neceflary flores, provifions and 
inftruAions fent out with them, fo as to reach the Coafl by 
the third of July next enfuing^ that a full and immediate 
change of men and meafures may -at once take place in 
England and Africa ; and that with them one or more en- 
gineers fhall alfo be fent out, who fhall be and arc hereby 
made, fubjeft to the fame reflriftions as to trade, as the go- 
vernors 
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vernors of the forts are by this B.€t declared to be, which 
engineers fliall infped the faid five forts, and give diredions 
for putting them in proper and refpedable repair, which 
diredions the faid governors fliall comply with and not be 
permitted, to make any alterations : And that tbe faid 
engineers fliall receive and tranfmit home, an account of all 
the ftores and other public efFeds in the forts, for the improper 
deficiencies whereof at the time of taking the inventory, the 
pxefent committee and governors fliall be accountable ; as 
fliall every (licceeding governor for deficiencies in his time, 
upon quitting his command arid returning to England. 

^nD iti aid of the fupport of the forts and expences hereby 
incurred, a tax of o^e or two Jhillings per ton fliall be levied 
on all fliips and veflels fitted out from Great Britain or her 
colonies for the African trade, from and after the Jirji day 
of yanuary^ 1773. 

^tlH that thefe regulations and all future orders of fuc- 
ceeding committees fliall be efieftually and conftantly 
complied with, 250 tt CttdiCtCD> and it is enaded by the au-- 
thority aforefaid, that every September in every fuccecding 
year, a fifty or fixty gun man of war with one or more fri- 
gates, and a tender, fliall fail from England with a prudent 
perfon of reputation learned in the law, who fliall adt as judge, 
and the captains and commiflioned officers of the faid veflels 
as jury, who fliall flop at every place of trade upon the Coafl:, 
and hear and redrefs all grievances and abufes committed by 
the Britifli fubjeds againft the natives and vice verfd ; for 
which purpofe they fliall be empowered to enter into, and 

fettle 
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-fettle treaties With the natives, and that they fliall have power 
to force all offenders to make recorapence for offences to the 
parties injured, and to order or bring fuch perfons home from 
off the Goaft, who fliall be guilty of any enormities ; and 
fliall bring back an account of all their tranfadtions, and of 
complaints againfl: mafters of fliips, or governors and officers 
of the company, who fliall be proceeded againfl: according 
to. the diredions of the committee as authorifed by this ad : 
And that upon their return, a frigate fliall carry out officers 
to fupply vacancies, or in the room of fuch as have been 
brought home, or by their improper behaviour deferved to 
be fuperieded ; which frigate fliall convoy one or more ftore 
fliips with fuch things, not articles of trade, as fliall be wanted 
upon the Coaft for the maintenance of the forts, of which 
there fliall conftantly in each be at leafl: four months 
fupply. 

^ttd lit it ttititttty ^nd it is enaded by the authority 
aforefaid, that all caufes heard upon the Coaft flaall be with- 
out any manner of charges upon any pretence whatfoever to 
either party, and that the judge, officers, fecretary or other 
perfons whatfoever, convidled of receiving any fee, gratuity 
or reward, or of trading in any manner whatfoever^ fliall be 
deprived of his office and of one year's (alary thereof, and be 
rendered incapable of ever holding any civil or military office 
under his majefty for the time to come. 

^Ul> IJC It 0n^t0t)> and it is enabled by the authority 
aforefaid, that all other regulations and fupplies which the 
committee fhall' think requifite, and which fliall receive the 

3 appro- 
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approbation of a general meeting of the merchants trading 
to Africa, free of the faid company, though not in this ad 
expreffed, ftiall be fettled and provided for ; and that thefe 
general orderis fhall have the force (rf* a law, where they are 
not contrary to the intent and meaning of the legiflature, or 
the general intereft and emolument of the African trade. 

^ttD b0 tt CndCtCd) and it is enaded by the authority afore> 
faid, that (uch parts of this ad: as have dates affixed to them 
fhall be in force according to (uch dates, and that the whole 
of the aa ftiall commence and be in force from and after the 
jirft day of July next enfuing. 

CONCLUSION, 

I T only remains to be obferved, that this Treatife is not 
the reverie of any one fingle perfon, but the joint ientiments 
of the beft writers upon trade, and the refult of the united 
opinions of the mod capital merchants to Africa, drawn from 
their long experience and perfect knowledge of the fubjed, 
and coUeded by 

An African Merchant. 



APPENDIX. 



•ifc- 



t^tmmmmmmmmmtmtmamam/^ 



■< ■ 



■> ■■■ ^ 






», 



i^mtimmmm^nfK^l0mmftimmmm 



A P P E N D IX. 



: [ A. ] ; : 

1^ H E Importance of the African Trade will appear Jbythfc 
following State of it in the Year i77i* 



fPbin gdtti. 



' Senegambia. 
Cape Bianco 
Rouge* 

Gold Coaft. 
CapeApolionia to Lago\ 

Windward Coaft. 

Cape Rouge to Cap^ 

ApoUmuu^ 

Bite. 
Lagos to Cape Lopez, 

Angola, 
Cape Lopez 
Good Hopi 

Total 




Number tf Negroes. 

3,310, and 1 
400 Tons of Gum J 



i»>"^i*» 



Vndet wbofeJXrtnitK^ 



t m II "^ 



7*5^5 



11,960 



23,301 



Oovernmeat^ 



Committee. 



I 



1,050 



47,146 



Merchanti^ 



Befides fevcral final! 
VefTeh. 



29,250 ^ 
8,136 
8,810 



?»^36 ljf,g^. 



Of tbeie 195 Ships, 107 went from Liverpool for .— 

• 58 went from London for — 
25 went from Brifiol for — - . 
S Vfcnt from Lancafier for — 95° J 

la tlic Year 1752, 88 Ships went from England iot 25,920 Negroes." 
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Ito Jhe<m the State of the 



trade from Liverpool the foUtmmg Accounts 
1709 to 1771, is itiferteL 



1730 

1744 
J7St 

J7SS 
1754 

i7f6 

1751* 

i7«b 



tS 



• 1 VcftW 

15 Ditto 

33 Ditto 

34 Ditto 

53 Pi«o 
5« Ditto 

73 DUfib 

72 Ditto 

41 DiRo 

^ Difl» 

47 Ditto 

51 Ditto 

58 Ditt6 

^4 bifto 



II 






176 1' ^ 69 Veffcis 

1762 61 Ditto 

r763 74 Ditto 

1764 74 Ditto 

1 76f 80 Ditto and 4 A^alloptr 

1760 61 Ditto 

\\by • 1^3 Ditto arid 3 ditto 

1 768 8 1 Ditto and 3 ditto 

1769 96 Ditto - 
i;/7d ae Ditto 

1J771 113 Dliro; theft fidw fit- 
ting out iadttd)pd. 

K. B. . Anth^n^ic lifis of (hefe wkh lhe^ 
lilmef (bf' the tdmmlin^d^s and owners tfre 
tdady for iofpe£til>6» ifdefired. • 



Befidcs thcfc Ihips, there go annudly ftom N<Jrth-Artifttica ittd the 
Wctt-tndies at ftaft 60 or 75, and thty are yearly ificmfihg, and that 
their numbers noW are confiderable will appear by a certificate %&fed bf 
thirteen Captains t>f vcttkh k^ the toad of Annamaboo ttgniift ^> 
governors oT the ^rts, added towards the end of ihis AppMdix^ Jbi of 
whom came front the colonies. 

Qp^i jsiffMted from tht ^GfHi Coaft beforfc the tofoauttSe'^ tilkie^ was 
annually from i2biOoo to 150,000 oundes} and onb year 400,000 guineas 
were coined froih what was brought from thende 4 befides } if^^ooo - 
Kegroes have bedi purchafed Vhere in a year. 

By a calculatioh of the trade and the (hips employed in it, it appea/s^^ 
dMit M ienfk Ofte Million and an Half of Money is annually romitted 
to jGxeat-Sritain for Negrods, dnd that the talue of other 4tftid#6 4m-^- 
ported, 'ftsgi^d^ wMi> ivt)^ «iala|u)0tta feppbK, riod, «bbay) r^wbod; 
and elhrtr flying "Wbbds, killbtftitl tb ift \6i1i hdf a million more ; fb 
that tw^ millions oT money is bfoiigkf home t>)r this trade in its prefent 

ftatci, 
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ftate, and it is univerfaJly allowed^ it might be encreafed infinitely 
more by proper regulationsi 

It now employs above 50,000 ton of /hipping, and is carried on chiefly 
by our own manufaiSureij and foTiiifhes the CokksiQS with 40*000 la% 
bourers yewly. Tlic advantage to the revenue i» eq»al to -ih^i of <he 
werchaats, wd w&atfoever is the aoDual v^Jqe of the N^grp^s im^^tfii 
into our Colonifs^ fo much is th^ b^a^St Af iiing %o gpy^oiaept U^v^ 
the duties of tbf^ com^odiues pro^iWAid by th«ir lA^i^r j A; jfot ^ya^f^.^ 
f very Negro i« nio^itted, be£ik^ earoiDg pnovi/i^fifi iof H^AtMs to fs^ 
ducc :by ciiJtiFacion.an hog&eAd.of iugarj (ufqpipiSag tbftt iix> Hr^igh (li 
Ct. the duty is 3L i6s. od« (being 6s. 4d. per Ct.) and that being con- 
iideoed as an annuity for the N^^oe's Hie ts wordai 28JL wkidi t« fhdut 
ib^ valoe q£ a,fie»w Negro* 

The great encreafe of the cultivated lands in our <2!olemes aecomttf 
for fo great a number of Negroes heiAg fent there yearly^ and fuch 
profits accruing from their cultivation : and many are now clearing otbjcr 
lands, and will fbon make fimilar returns. It has been faid^ that ch$ num4 
bbrsfent arofe from fomany dyin^ in the Colonies from ill ufa^e, 1>ut that 
is by no means true : the Planters confider their own intereft, an^ iifb 
them l)eCter than they do our own convicts, for this {5laiti reafi^n, tha^ 
in die latter they have only a temporary interefti in the former a permanent 
one ; fo (hat were onr Plantations at>road carried on by indented ^nr^/i 
from England, the fame reafoning woifld fiold good, and the labour they * 
muft undergo being inCreafed by the fhort duration of property their 
inafters had in them« and by their own unfitnefs to woilc in thofe hot 
Climates^ would be fuch a drain oif men as the Parent Country could 
iiot fuppori, Scie Letter |!'L ] at tbp end of th$ Appendix. • 
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TH R £ £ of the following treatifes, figned Mercatpo appeared 
in the papers of June and July laft, and, tho* they have met with 
mxich abufe, have had no rational confutation. In the fecond^ Mercator 
feems to apprehebd tnore pernicious confequences from Lord Mansfield'4 
decifion, than the generality of Merchants have thought ofj who hav4 
employed their time on that fubjedt^ which fhall be taken notice of in 
hs proper place^ and fome further thoughts fubmitted to the public* 

« 

thoughts upon the Lawfulnefs and Expediency of the Slave Trader 
addrejfed to the Society of Merchants trading to Africa froH 
; ibe Port £/*London« 

f*|^HE origin of llavery may perhaps admit of a doubt, but both facred 
^ and profane hiflory concur in allowing it to have been the pradice^ 
even from the earlieft account of time. Aniong the Heathens, con-» 
queft undoubtedly was their plea for enflaving the vanquifhed countries ; 
tnd Herodotus, in his Melpomene, adds, the many cruelties pradifed 
by the Scythians, and other neighbouring nations, on their prifoners of 
Var> whom they looked upon as entirely their property, and whom, if 
they did not carry away captive, they put to death upon the fpot. The 
Creeks and Romans, in their brighteft and moft learned seras, had their 
(laves, .both takeq in. war andpurchafed with money, and from their 
times down to the prefent it has been the univerfal practice of not only 
every baVbarou^, but every civilized nation. .1 have been obliged to pre- 
face my fentiment^ Vith the fandtion of profane antiquity to defend 
myfelf <rom the fneers of thofe great geniufes who allow of no authority 
drawn frott facred hiflory ; but to the fedate, to the reafonable, to the 
Chriftian readers, I fhall more fully fet « forth the lawfulnefs of the Slave 

iVadi from the exprefs allowance of it in Holy Writ. As to its origin, 

* 

It 
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it thij^pQ^Wy be derived from thit .fentehcd cxpreiTed li|«iirift Canaan 

(from whom the Africans are defcendcd) by his father Noah at the 

hour of his death.—V ^ Curfed be Ca»aaii, a fcrvant of fervants (hall he 

be ui>to his* brethren/' But both the origin of flavery, and the colour 

of the Africans^ being incapable of pofitive proof, I (hall le^ve thefp 

points: for the;curious» and proceed ta.the more exprefs mention of fla<* 

ycry* When Jofepb was ruler in Egypt, under Pharaoh, in the fecond 

ypar, when the Egyptians had parted with their money and cattle for 

breadi they came to Jofeph, and faid, ** -f There is not aught left in the 

fight of my X^ord^ but our bodies and our lands : buy us and our land 

for bread) and we; and our land will be fervants unto Pharaoh/' By the 

Egyptians faying they had nothing left but their bodies and their lands, 

h is plain that bo(h were considered as property ; as abfolute goods and 

chattels, as their mop^y and their cattle ; and the boors in Ruffia and 

Poland were, and tn^y be now, in fome places, obliged to till the ground 

for their Lord^s profit ; a plain relic of this Egyptian fervitude in both 

inftances, iodies and /ands^ Had this been contrary to the laW of God, 

it would doubtlefs have been forbidden, and probably in the Command* 

ments from the Mount ^ but by them their proper treatment only is ex-- 

afted, not their freedom. They fay, ^^ :t^ The feventh day is the fabbath 

of the Lord thy God, in it thou (hall not do any work, nor thy man* 

fcrvant, nor thy maid-fervant," The fouls of their fervants were their 

own, and were not to be under the dominion of their maflers : they 

were to have? one day allowed them for the fervice of God, but their 
* * * 

podies were thdr .mafter*s property, and for tberti they were to work the 

other fix days. The law of God allows it poffiblc even for an Hebrew 

tp be a Have, by eftabliibing the different treatment he is to receive froih 

the haods of his brethren. '* U If thou buy an Hebrew fervant, fix 

years he (hall ferve, and in the ffcventh he (hall go out free for nothing* 

If he came in by himfelf, he (hall go out by himfelf : if he were mar-^ 

Hed^ then his wife (hall go out with him. If his mafter have given him 

^ wjfef and (lie have borne him fons and daughters, the wife and her 

chH- 

"** • • • • - • , 

^XSeoriis ixt 25. f Gcnelis xItu. li, tg, t Exodus xdU 10; |f Exodus zxi. 2, j, &c* - * 
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^bildren flittU b^ her ttMiAer*9i aiicl kc Ibtil go out by bii|i(elf« Ani if 
the iervaot (hitU plainly fty, I love my mefter, my wife, and my cbiU 
dreAi I will not go out fircci dien his mafter ihall bring him unto th^ 
judgea f he ihall alfo bring him unto the door**po({, and his mMler (hall 
boi« his earthroagh with an awlj and he (halt ferve him^ ever"^^ 
By this eirprefs law» as to their own nation^ it is as certain they bought 
Others. They<ould give them wivec^ and retain them and their chil^ 
dren^ and if the rery Hebrews once paded the firft opportufiky of the 
iabbatical year to a^rt their freedom^ theyi like the (layee of other nation s^j 
were fixed to the freehold^ and continued fer^ants Jar ewr.' THeir fix 
years fervitude was like that of fuch of our indented ferrants^ as (erre fo 
many years for a famof money laid down, and whkh in that time they may 
he iuppofed to ha?e earned^ and it would be the greateft abfurdity to ima^ 
ginc, a foreign ilai^e ihould be inftantly free dti touching his mafter'a 
bome, when a native was confined to a fix years ftrvitude probably for 
a lefs price. The law goes on, ^' * If a man fell his daughter^ die fhall 
noty &c" By this it appears » that fiavery might arife from the will of 
the father of the fainiiy> fobjed <ieverthelefs to fiich re(iri£liona as ^ht 
kw oif God laid down* In the 2rft Ttirfe it is eicpfefly faid of the maP 
ttr, ^ Tl*e fervant Ss his money ;" yet he could not be wantonly crad,' 
for the :fi3iiitin|; a fervawt ib as that- he loft an ^ye or a tooth ^ made^ 
him free. His neighbour could not injure him in his property^ for if 
.^ X his ox killeidi a man or maid fervant, be (ball give unto their mafter 
diirty Ikekels of filver/' Here was the price fet on the head of eadi, 
and the mafter mdem'mfied. Zecbariah records the fame price, and thisr 
pice the malicious rders of the fynagogue gave the infatuated Judas for 
his facred Mafter, as if they had been purcfhafing a common flave. — ^Inr 
the more AiU declaration of the law in Leviticus, 25th chapter, afteif 
the fi:atutes for feciuring land, houfes, and other pofiefllons, in the families 
•n whom they were firft beftowed, and to whom «veiy 50th, or jubilee 
year, they wenc to recurn, there follows the kw of flaves in thefe dear^ 

termsf^ 

* ^^odoi ixi. J, Sec t Ibid. Ter. 26, ^» % Ibid« vor* 3S,^Zcdi. T« IK, lat-i 
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''fermi j ^^*If thyhtaAKX tint Afudkib lif ibse l« wiam ^poor kmIM Ml 
imtothcd^ ^^KMM ibtk fKft (D6mpd iA^ at a tenl«4fervam, but ak 

ail hire4 fetPMt Md;A« ibfjotra^r be Aitt be wk)i ibM» mid (hiM itrw 
the« nfit^ the year of juWM : aMt «hen "fha]! lit ^l«p<it liom ^de» both 
be and hJi^UdMn witb Imi^ aad fMl Mt«rfl tmo im oim famUy^ 
and untfr the {lofleffibn df bis fSttkeri fiiaU be recttrn. For theyr art my 
fervadfs, which I breught fonfti out of the land of Bgypt ; they iha)l 
IKX be ibid a6 bofidmefi. Them ihalr not rale o? er ium \rith rigooi; 
but (halt fetr iky God. Both thy (Mmdmen and tby bondmaids which 
thou (halt h^e^ (hall be ef the hetdmthat are round yoo : of thei» 
(hall ye buy bofklflMti and bondutaid^, ' Moeeorar of the Children of the 
(kaiigec^ that da IbfOum among ye/ ef them iSidl ye buy and of theit 
families that are with you» which they begat . in yoar landy alid they 
ihall boi yo^ poflefiion i And ye iball take them as an inheritance for 
.your children after you to inherit tbem for a pofleffion ; they (hall be 
your bondmen for e^ier ; but over your brethren the i:hildrea of Ifrael ye 
ihall sot rvle one over another with rigour. If thy brother felleth him- 
felf to the ftranger or fojourner by thee, he may be redeemed again,, 
and if he be not redeemed^ then he (hall ga out in the year of jubilee^ 
both he and his children with him. For unto me the children of Ifrael 
are (ervants, they are my fervants^ whom I brought forth out of the land 
-of Egypt; I axpthe Lord yourOod." 

. • This is fo clear as to Aced oo comment : there is a poCitive order to 
lat the children of Ifrael go free for this plain reafon, that they are the 
^rvants of the Lord their God : he redeemed them, and his they are^ 
^mkI are only to perform a reafonahle time of fervitude ; but of the nations 
round about, or dwelling among them» they are to puichafe bond^fervants^ 
which aMto be their poilefiion, and like other goods and chattels defceod 
eo their heirs ^or ever, as was the cafe of theGibeonites, who were made 
f)ecpetual * flaves» (being hewers of wood and drawers of water for the 
cMgregation) and as fucb> exempted frotm the toll demanded of other 
ireeXttl^e^s; and though they feparated themfelves from the cudoms of 

• 4 . . *^ 

• jolhua iXf si. Ezta,yiL^4* Nthem.x. it. 
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iht hfeithen and walked in the law of God> wfare yeti tiadf f ibe name of 
Nethini(P» continued in the fame ftate of ilavery and fervict» of the altar 
|LS long as the tenoiple itfelf exifted« As to Ilavery^ then thus flands that 
law^ of which Mofes faid, ^^Behold.I. have taught you ftatutes ai^d 
juidgraents, even as the Lord tny God cooitnanded me, that ytf ihobld 
do fo in (he land, whither ye go to pbffefs it. . Keep therefore and do 
them» for this is your wifdom and your underftanding in the fight of 
the nations which (hall hear all thefe ftatutcs, and fay. Surely this great 
fiation is a wife and underftanding people : For. what n^ti^n is there ip 
great, who hath God fb nigh unto themi as^tbe Lord our God if in a>l 
things that we call upon him for? And what nation is there fo greats 
that hath ftatutes and judgments fo righteous^ as all this law which 
I ibt before yoil this day ?!' , . . / . 

. • • • • 

Thus ftands that laW, of which a greater than Mofes faid, *« Think 
not that I am come to deftroy the law and the prophets. I came not 
to deftroy, but to fulfil, for I fay' unto y9U, till heaven and earth paft 
away, one jot or one tittle; (hall in no wife pafs away from th^e law tifl 
all be fulfilled." And If flavcry had been contrary tojuftice, which is 
the true humanity j if it had been contrary to Chriftian charity, which is 
as much fuperior to the boafted humanity of pbilofopby as diamonds to glafs, 
inftead of enforcing the laws delivered to the Jews by his heavenly Father, 
our gracious lawgiver wpuld have repealed that part of it, as well as tht 

carnal' ordinances ft enjoined. Shall we then ftrain at a gnat and fwaHow 

■ • * , * * «» 

a camel ? Shall we retain an indented fervant, who is one of our brethren^ 
in hard and difagreeable fervlce $ and yet under a vain pretence of liberty^ 
fet an alien free at once, whofe whole time we have purchafed? Shall we 
for a trifling debt enflave a brother for life in a loathfome prifon, and giv6 
an alien by inftant freedom fuch privileges as are fuperior to ^ny which 
we enjoy ourfelves ? Forbid it, heaven I forbid it, national juftice ! Caft 
out the bondwoman and her fons, and let them not have a fuperiority or 
even a portion among us. Let them have no footing in England. They 
have enough abroad, for their privileges in our colonies are already much 
fuperior to any they enjoy in their own country.^ Look at them in 
Africa : there thofe indeed are fold wlio are ilaves by defcent^ or have 

com^ 
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coMtftkted &ch villatnie6» as the laws- of their own •com>try? condcmb 
them to flaterytfor. There they have no chancc'of ever being free; thcrr 
they have no- fort orppopefty, and their very, lives are fubjcCl to tbdr- 
Aailers caf^rke' without feat of pumfliment, • or hcifr^ in* any degcie- 
accountable* Some indeed are . captives taken in wirj whomif w^dirf 
not pqrchftie;. tieyyybvM mafiacre. The barbarity of theff owti^mfters^ 
lAakes tbenff thmk! we buy- th6m on}y to eatthete; and^tbis mtftalcbn"' 
noticHi is the only thkig that' tempts them to rift in trntiiny: B«t»of ^ afl- 
thofe who have* purchafed their freedom, or whom the liberalit]^. of 'their' 
raafters has made fret, not one individual ever yet returned or wiftied ta' 
return to their own country ; nor would any one of tbemaeceplt of ^their^ 
freedom oh fuch teriha^ a plam proofs that they arein a much'brtteif- 
fkuation than evet'^ they cduld poffiWy expe<9:^to be if ath'omev For with'* 
u«, thoogh flalresv' their* property; is facred; and numbers, in i an adlual* 
flale of iflavery, bave^pirtpcrtyto the•anfK)u^^of thnee, foui« orlive hundred" 
pcnmds * fbsrlifrg,. whb.yet will ndt buy .their liberty/ thollgh'tlvey>cmdd^ 
haue.it for one fifirh. of what they' are poffeflcd'of^ With lis tl^riplivfe^^ 
aM iecured by otir ^laws ; and with «fe they are m^irltained wtrdn -oid'artd* 
p^' their labour. When we have heaped ro>many;adi^ahtigox)trthefn|i 
(baUr we inconiiderately make thdm <equal to ourfdves, nay;* givi them^a^ 
fupmority, . and makC'them/^our niafters ? Wh'o^ arti we Hh^'j udge clher * 
neo'^ fervaittB ? By thcfr owA laws thoy are fach; I^<ynott}efcem!hto> 
therdpfaiims or^ioficds oftthbdaw; btit gO' to thi fountain hbad and foun-' 
daijonrofaHilaW; ta that factfed books which once was efteemed worthy oP 
heio^'.oar guide/ aad!the neaier to which faumah laws appfroachedy. the- 
more pure they formerly were adjudged to be: And I cannot doubt 
bpt)^* that- ub prejudiced tmith, florwing.fronr fueh a fountain, will bear 
dawn the^oppofitionof liccntioufnefs and fd-ly,* though tricked out in the" 
borrowed garb' of -diberty and haqoaoityv 

16 theniwehave tht iaiws bf God on out^ffidev* and'if we really. tonftr a • 
benefit on .thoilaves we purchafe, .weinaj be aUevredto cofi&der in the - 
next ;pkce how 'this fooli(h}y-^wi9(h6d-*ibr liberty of thiiiTs miy afiHl our- 
political ftate.* IEwe'do<not*go beyond cur duty^s^ ftfbJQas'tO'thc-»Ring> 
of rHewen, we ma^^be^lkrwad to toiSfuk 10 thd tietct ^placotheiiitereft * 

C of 
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of our King on earth, the dignity of his crown, and the welfare of his^ 
empire. This may be laid down as an axiom : If the Africans are 
adjudged free in Great Britain, they will not long be otherwife in the 
colonies. They have fenfe, arid fome of them great abilities : aH of 
them refolution and contempt of death. They now are with difficulty 
Jfiept in fubjedtion, but then they would to a man rebel, and allow their 
tnqfters no portion of that favour, which they allow to them. They would 
a£t by their own laws. Conqued would make them our mailers, and we 
(hould hold our lives and properties at their caprice, whofe (port is to da 
mifchief, and whofe wantonncfs is cruelty. A few from hence, with the^ 
arts they have learned among us, would. return to the colonies, fpirit up 
the reft, and conquer, pillage, and deftroy, though they cannot long enjoy 
the fruits of their conqueft ; to the utter ftagnation of trade, the 
deftrudion of commerce, and the infinite lofs of the Weft Jndia pro- 
prietors, merchants, and others conne£ted with them, which would be 
a fevcrer blow than we ever yet felt — a blow, which half a century would 
not recover, and which God in his mercy avert from us. If we ftiould 
not have fenfe enough to maintain that a bare crofling the fea, and fet-* 
ting foot on Britiih ground, ftiall not diveft us of our property in them, 
they will have ingenuity enough to efcape here in ftioals : They will 
people our ifland with Calibans, and Britons become a motley race,, 
iprung from defpicable fugitives and horrid mifcreants, whom their own 
land has vomited forth. It is pity the good fenfe of individuals had not 
for ever prevented this coming into a queftion, by reftraining them^ 
within thofe limits, -where only they can be u&ful, and where our own; 
fubjefls cannot fupport the heat, as they can. 

But as it is now become a queftion, and we have no law to fettle it by,. 
let us take the fcriptures for our prefent guide, and I hope the good fenfe 
of the legiflature will foon eftablifti a proper law to fecure that property to> 
u«, for the attaining of which we have not only the faith, but the encou- 
ragement of both houfes of parliament, with the fandtion of our gracious 
monarch. The African trade is fubjedt to too many inconveniencies and 
difcouragements, to load it with more ; though indeed this rather lays 
the axe to the root of it at once. Let then the legiflature refledl. that the 

flave- 
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ilave-trade^ under proper regulations, is abfolutely and efientially necefTary 
not only to the well-being, but . to the very exiftence of our colonies s 
that it is by much the mod valuable branch of commerce which as a 
maritime nation we now enjoy ; that in manufadures and (hipping there 
is to the value of 100,000 1. monthly exported in this trader that it is 
not contrary to the laws of God, and has been ratified by thofe of men ; 
and that freedom granted to negroes in England would totally deftroy 
this trade throughout allourempire, and leave our natural enemies in the fole 
pofleflion of this our chief fource of wealth and commerce. Let the 
legiilature think at the fame time of having thofe abufes refiified which 
have already weakened it very confiderably, and let them put fuch a 
heavy fine upon the mafter of every negro imported here as ihall amount 
to a prohibition ; and let all negroes, though free, who prefume to fet a 
foot in England, pay the fame, or forfeit their freedom : Let Government 
fuperadd to the laws of God, and to the laws of Africa, fuch a law of Great 
Britain, as ihall preferve her pure, and make her fiourifliing and re« 
fpe£table. 

London, 25 May, 1772. MERCATOR. 

The next Tradt that appeared under the fame iignature, and by the 
fimilarity of ftile appeared to come from the fame pen, was the following. 

T'be material Part of Lord Mansfield's Speech on the Negro Caufe^ witb 

fome Thoughts on the prefent State of Slaves. 

«« W7^ ^*^^ P^y ^"® attention to the opinion of Sir Philip York 
V V and Mr, Talbot in the Year 1729, by which they pledged 
themfelves to the Britifh planters for the legal confequences of bringing 
negro ilaves into this kingdoni, or their being baptized; which opinion 
was repeated asid recognized by Lord Hardwicke, fitting as Chancellor, 
October 19, 1749> to the following efifeft ; he faid that trover would liei 
for a negro (lave ; that a notion prevailed that if a flave came into 
England, or became a chriftian, he thereby became emancipated; but 
there was no foundation in law for fuch a notion ; that whea he and 

C 2 Lord 
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^Lord iTalbot twere iSbttornoy and.'SoUcItor-fGcneraU 'this notbn.of aflave 
^CQUliogiiree by tbcing ibapdbed, prcratled fp ftcoDgly, that the^planiecs 
joduiluouily .prevented their becoming chriftians : upon suihich tfasir 
opinion yr^ taken> and upon their ibe(l cpnfidcration they .were beth 
clearly of opinioa> that a flave did not in theileaftialter^his^tiiation or 
AtXc towatds his nailer or owner^ either hy being chciftened or.conuog 
lo^Bngland : that chough. the ftatute of Chai^les IL ha(i aboUflied homs^e^ 
tenure ifo iar ithat no man. could be z^iuJlei^regarJatit, yet if ihe would ac^ 
J^nowledgeliiaifelf a ^^io engrofled in any court of record, he^kncw.of no 
way by .which he.could be entitled to his freedom wicbout thexonfent of 
his mafter/' 

Thus &r his lordfhip tfMioceeds by ithe opinion of tSook two -^ceat 

law.yecs^ whoTe decpees> when at ithe bead of the Chancery* were feldom« 

if j&yer, »fiejKerfed; and^whofe opinions might juftly claim that 4ue/itt€sU9n 

bis lordihip promifes to pay to 4:hemy becaufe they were founded on the 

laws of i6Qd> as will appear by comparing tbem with that Traft pub^- 

liflied in the London Packet of June laft, where the fcripture dot3i-iAe of 

Haves was fuUy iet forth ; and as chriftians we. plight to adhere inviolably 

to this maxim, Tbofe bounds which the Jfirit of Go4 has fef^ ought never 

to be removed by men : and bccaiifc they were ratified by the laws of men, 

fo that our courts of record ftill maintained a power of fixing fhe mafter^s 

property. " Yet, IJays his lordfhip, (nptwithftand.ing the incpnvet\if nt 

confequenccs felt frgm giving a decifi^n) we are clearly of opinion we 

ought to give judgment on the only queftion before lis. Is the caufc 

fuificient for remanding Ijiim ? if not, he muft be diichaiged. The caufe 

is, be afafented and departed from his maker's fenvice, and refufed to 

return and Scxvt \i\jai during bis ftay in England, whereupon, by his 

maflif r's order, be was put on board tfae iiiip by force, and there detained 

in fecuce ouftojiy to be carried out of the kingdom and £aid/' 

The reminder of the fpeech is tpo vague to come in|o Gpnfideratfon^ 
lor it talks ^ foreigners being f xempt - from the ia ws of their own 
countries when in England, whidi 16 nothing to the cafe in pohi| ; it 
mixes the laws of hired isrvasts with thoie of purchased Haves, which is 
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^3gco£s an-ssrtQtf ilioan^fcarirc^btolreve it (»>olcI proceed from ^Lorii !Msn*- 
:Miy iiqbmilft'iilwtge ;it to'ihedoattedtion of ^the copkt. h fays *^ -the 
aftate ;aaf <ikMEy oouiik !be idecidcd fay i^/i0e law/' yetjproduods noiuwi 
tttiid tfiiDUghut;]0i£:fitS'tkftt(iiO3iiafta''wa6terar ;d touke)bis fla\<erby 

ifof ce f€«t lof dhis icmgdumj jiet igi^s iIm> inihinoe ^af'^oiy tn«i^r V dttdniftt- 
ing it/iand diis^ho^ng inoi fffovsntod. Wexmuit theDofofe-took updn this 
-ae A canfe umM iiiprafionis, mnd ikte it Aovt. Atn qckhdwktlgad 'fkve 
^refofc^^ ^Wkile tin Boglatid, ito Jbmrt afaps^maftor 'x;v^o pnrcteifed btm. Ctti 
'tbot inaftor carry him «ut vf :BDgIand, >&r tnuUXfhe il;ive be difchdrged 
here ?--<F€r «a Jto nAie woMis ^ tvfaing a ifiave t^ ifor<)is to te fcH at^oc^," 
te6 a ^udge cftfinot ^e fappofcd itD :fpi^ mdmn^iam^ ^vcmuft i4ipp6fe 
^em aimffttfkc, tfbrDo mm cati pbfitivijiy «(ffiMfi f he ^recife 'fifiad'Aer I ftiatl 
-di%<^e df niy pi^opei^ty wheo <rat c^f the kingdom : I may retain my flave 
^in^my own fetvke, ctrif I do fell bim, the laws of theiiktid> whete 1 then 
may bet ^^U autliorife me fa to d^, ai>d fio laws in Ekigland will deftroy 
libofe laws abroad, whidb fhey 4iave folemiily ratified. Tbat part of the 
quetVion then cannot come nodercotii^Sfderatien, but the whole is reduced 
^to ttiis : Can ^t laws 0f Bngkind difcharge my acknowledged Have frofti 
•tlie ferviee be owes4nef For, if I have a right to oontmand bis fervice, 
l^havc aT!^ te^conanmnd k in at) •par t6 of the world ^ amd $f be i^cfiafes, can 
the law take my real property away, becauft I endeavour to force him fo 
a compliaDce ? or muft 1 1>e compelled to lodge a formal complaint with 
the Lord Chancellor every time be refufes to ole^n my Ihoes ? for fecb 
will be my ^afe ; for if I attempt to force bim, he abfents himfelf ; if 
I attempt to &nd him where be may be u(efu], be complains, and the 
law difcharges him, gives him his liberty ; fo I have nothing to do but 
be bis Have, let bim do what he pleafes, and maintain him in infoleace 
and idlenefs. My hired fervant I can pay off, retain part of his w^es for 
his ncgleft of bufincfs, and otherwife punifb him for offences committed. 
My apprentice I can confine, and make him ferve out his time in Bride- 
well, if be abfents himfelf ; but my Have muft be difcbarged^ and gain his 
liberty at -the cxpcnce and by the lofs of my pfoperty. Certainly, tf ae 
liberty cart never exift, where property is on fo tottering a foundation. 

2 Certainly, 
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Certainly^ due attention was not paid to the opinion of thofe great lawyers^ 
for if an " adtion of trover can lie for a flave,*' aflave mud be property : 
'' if a (lave, does not in the leaft alter his fituation or flate towards his 
mailer or owner, either by being chriftened or coming to England^" he 
mud obey, his mafter's commands, and then .there can be no need of 
force. If the (lave offends in the firft inftance by not obeying, it would 
be very hard to puni(h the mailer for an error in the manner of com- 
pelling him, and to beftow on the'flave for his difobedience the^reateft 
reward a (lave can poiTibly receive for years worn out in his matter's 
fervice, a fteady attachment to his intereft and conftant obedience to his 
commands. — ^As, after the authority of Sir PhiUp Yorkeand Mr. Talbot, 
it were prefumptuous to mention or quote authorities^ , I (hall only ohr 
ferve that the inftitutions of Ina^ King of the Wett Saxons, A. D. 692 
(with advice and confent of his Father, of the BUhops, of all the Al-^ 
dermen, and (age antients of his people, and of the a(rembly of the 
fervants of God) fettle the laws of (Javes on the foundation of the Holy 
• Scriptures, nor do I find any inftance of (laves being dt/cbargeJ from their 
fervice, except the following, on which I leave every perfon to ma^e 
his own refledions : Mahomet, finding thedpcoy of religion infufficient, 
added that other concomitant in popular difturbancesi Liberty, pro-* 
claiming it to be the will of God that all men (hould enjoy it, and that 
he might fet an example of it in his own family, difcharged from fervi-- 
tude his own flave Zeidi, and entertained him as his equal. Hence (laves 
from all parts of Arabia forfook their inaftersj and (led to hiip as their 
Redeemer ; by whofe a(riftance be enjkved the countries they came from, 
and they wantoned in the blood of their former matters. 

■ « 

London, July I, 1772-. MERC AT OR. 

From Mcrcator*s obfcrvations in this and his preceding Trad, it is plain 
that he apprehended the declaring (laves free in England would make them 
free in the Colonies alfo. In defence of which opinion it has been ob- 
ferved that the Aft of 7 and 8 Will. III. c. 22. exprefsly declares, 
{* All laws, cuftoms, &c, praftifedin ^ny of the Plantations, repugnant 

to 
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to any laws already here, or lo this^^ft, or any other law hereafter to be 
made^ relating to thofe Plantations, fliall be null and void." Others 
again affert that the Colonies, having received . their" Gonftitution from 
the King, are not fofejeift to any laws of. the-Britifh parliament, but to 
the afts of their own afl^mblies, when once^ey have received the royal 
aflent. It might be dangerous, itc would certainly be indifcrect to at- 
tempt todepr^Vcthem of what muft fo fatally affe<5t their whole property, 
and therefore, it is rather to be fuppofed that Lord Mansfield meant vir- 
tually to prohibit bringing any negroes to England, and that, tho* the 
lenity of our laws Could not fuppofe any abfolute flavcs in England, yet 
they were ftill fubjcdt to thofe who bought thcm,^ and could be employed 
by no one elfe. jSummerfet, the negro, was a prifoner, and his judge 
naturally his advocate, fpeaking for and leaning to the merciful fide pf 
the queftioxi ; but there is no^ doubt that the fame judge would puni(h 
any man fevcrely, who inveigled a Negro frc^m his miaftcr under die idle 
pretence of univerfal liberty : for as rfiis was a civil cauie, and the very 
Habeas Corpus ad (if we allow that to include foreign fiaves, as its objefl) 
fays exprefly that ** Perfons charged with proCefs in any civil caufe ihall 
be kept in cuftody for fuch fuit," his order of being difcbarged co\x\A only 
mean his releafe from fuch imprtfoiimient, as fuppofed him rather a Felon^ 
than a Debtor. In this light his L6rd(hip's decifion will not have the bad 
effects with which Mercator charges it. His next Tradt recapitulates- 
the two former, mentions the enf ranch ifement of flaves by Mahomet^. 
and the cruel confcq^uences that attended it ;^and then- proceeds, as follows z. 

A due attention to this laft fad, and the preceding authorities, might 
be deemed an adequate bulwark of our owa liberties,, and a fufEcient 
fecurity of our properties 5 but to obviate all doubts, I fhall reconfider . 
flavery^ as a Chriftian, and as a Britiflv free-born fubjedk. As aChriftian,. 
the Epiftle of St. Paul to Philemon, clearly ftiews me, that that gr^at 
apoftle allowed llavery to be legal, Onefimus, the Have of Philemon^ 
had robbed his- mafter and fled ta Rome, where he was converted to 
Ghriftianity. by St. PauKs preaching- Ta prove this converfion perfea, 
St. Paul enjoins him to rcftore himfelf and his ferviccs to his mafter^ 
and that he might go with Icfs apprehcnfion of punifbment>. fenda this- 

epifUe- 



eptdle by bim^ m.wfaich na mjuQ&ioniisiUid.oaPbUemon to. receiver 
Hm as an abfolMte freeirnftnioh accpupt ofhis hayingrheeii hapizeA ^ hm, 
the fiy Qur^ h^ ^JksJof: him ate :aU« afked; md stfkwmlod^A ai» or his oim : 
account : he'^pr/muTos. td: bdecniufjr.PbilfmoA for hi9 lo&f: he wpmfki* 
H^ wifb.that be.<:ould bavcjcept Oneiioim^ but. declines)] r> ais not having. 
hi$..CQnfcnt wbofe ppoperty, be vf»,^Affd with the:greaieft hunnUty' 
befceches him for. love's, ftke to. r^eiv^. tt^ trpe, convert aqd^ (iBceM 
Chriftiafti. '* his Con whom^ he h«di b$g«tte» in I>is bond*," a^ffi-ce,.; 
b£i:»aure hQ bad iaftiljed Xach prii^iples in ^him# that h< might^dcp^droat 
his.b^iog hereafter faithful and ufcfuL Had flavepy, been cont^rary to: 
Qh^fkhoity^ .\yo\i3ij6 this bavebofn tbe^ftileof'thiEkCitpoAte^ whofe-boMae^aT 
10 • fpj^akieg I the, triAth^ aed ^aUo 4eif<odia^it*. wcre^.as conip^ci^ouf a8{ 
hi& knowledge and leacointg. He. vv!as bred at .the feet of Gamaliel ^ . his r 
improved .abJiUiUe9<:ou][d. noli be:ip»p(rf?diuppn, , and 4v< integrity ;o^ hcarr, 
wauld' never haYCi permitted him to. h^ve feot .Oo^efim^ backan any. 
d^gjrecLof uQC^aifrty^ . had; tl^^we oi Qpd teafrandtriiedrhi^n^^ or ,eftar , 
hlUhd ) \xnmM fte«^f>m>: . lOi th^- A^«jQj&; thp Apoftleii alXb^. the.x:hief r 
capiiia.at J^rufeWm tplAiSt.P4iql,,on:h*i&ic4Uing;|umfelf aRomon With . 
a^^reat >fmD obtaifled I tthi« /jte^eote St. Raul anfvered. But J.veas,fcee : 
bpro*. H«bbirtl*irighfc tipUh\»sf^ig¥Hk (W rlcK^lity> . owde hint /ree** 

Al'.ajQhriftiaQ ith^oi J- c4a. wiib>.a/f%fe <:oafQienceTpucch»Cb'- negro. 
flay6S^.anii:whe0ctl*y.aw myipropectyodiippfiR of th?«i'where J p^cafc by , 
vvctiift.of .the rigtes J.am eoftitled tQ»: aiia, B^itilh, frecrbora fubjedl^ fory . 
amoDgith)eie ftf^hi^fe^tk^i^M^ttChtirk^.^n^ cqu£rmed in. th&reigii . 
of Henry III. are the following: — Magna Charta, cap. i. We have 

> « « • « ^ 

granted to all »thfe-freonien-of i)or-realm,t fo«v us^indsfortoar hwsr:fot ^ver, 
thcfe liberties underwritten) td hlsive and to hold to«them and their, heirs ' 
of us and our h'cirs for ever.-— Cap. 9. The city ofX.ondon ^albhave^Uthc: 

old liberties and cttfttlm^ whldhWt hatlv been v(dA to .havei-^-^C^^a 4^ For. 

» • 

offences a -freeman'^ */?/^ (ha>P bfc amcrced;-»-^CSJ); 2g. J^o freooian fliall ; 
be taken, imprifohed,-^ or diiftfeed of frcohbld^ IJbftrtiw orfreetcaftdnw^ ; 
but by a lawful jud^ent of •pcerfr,- or by-thd-l^W-of aheiand*: So farn 
Magna Charta j now obfcrve 1 BdV^^^VL^ cap* 3. Ht • thati. tabca* 

afctvant or beggar idle three days togethftr,- fl!ill^hweihifri*^S' his* j/7i$w, 

J* • •.,«, .'I* 

and; 
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aftd, if he docs not workf may treat him as a Jlave with chains, imprifbnt- 
ment, or iiripes. By a comparifbn of the& laws, one with the other, wfc 
fee the difference between a freeman and a flave. The freeman cannot 
be taken,, imprifbnedi or difieiased of liberties or free caftoms but by 
lawftil judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land : The flave, if 
difbbediecit, may be chained, imprifoned, or puniOied : a very great and 
a very ei&ntial: difference. And where now is tbe law, that bcftows on 
African flavics, when in England, thofe dear^bonght and defervedly in^ 
communicable privileges, derived to me from my anceftors, to which my 
birtfar'^ht entitles me \ The only aotkority alledged is that of 1 2 Car. IL 
cap, 24 . *' All temira of lands by homage are hereby diftharged, and all 
hereafter are to be in free and common foccage only." Here is not ontf 
word of foreign leaves. Vilkinagi^ or the holding of lands by fellow^ 
fufagedte on . cotiditicii of. obeying their lords, and following tbem td 
battle, 18 indeed annulled, and fervants otuft in conifcqoedce be entided 
.to the rigtes: of freemen. Bat (does this invalidate my daim to my 
purdiifcd negco'a favides, cor do: I hold him b^ a tenure different co tlval 
by wbicb i boM all my other property h Certainly I do Hot, and I 
challenge the kw to Qxtw rae by what ftatvte i a; Brieifli merdiant and 
citizeft of London can be diiSeised of property whiclr Majgna; Chwta 
ra&ires mc^ wUdb r £dw. VI. cap; ^. 0xplasii& My legd powtr oifet^ 
anod whidv no otber £i&feqQekit fbttote has yet deprived wtc of t TiH the 
legiilatiire pafies an ad: wSth fuch unaccootitaiblerpowefs, I will defend 
my prapertyof a negro, a^ I wooldtbat ai mypurfer againlLaU invaders^ 
and wben the legiflatnre does) adjudge, my purcbafed ilxve to be m 
property^ !• will fiibmk as I would to an earthquafke or a peftilence. 

But if there is in Britons any regard for their own privileges, or for 
the. crowned heads under w4iom their Ubertiea were eftabli&edy they 
can never favMt away their own brtthiigfct, never' ffa-»w focfh tfttniefrfpt 
on the ancient ihftitutions of the realm : 6ciides of late years, the 
AffieniOji* wheceby England wa3 to fupply Spain with Acgroes, was 

ratified 



* lathe Affiestg^treaf^^ifUcH w«s.tQCOBlinaeia«fQr€e l«om i7K3.fo s>45i) k tUs xeoudcable 
iha&tAR. ijm *\ ASimHth wbfa quifCipg: it^^MiMft ar^p load Ut thw choice tbfrvCfit^tliejF, 
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ratified by the crowns of Great Britain, Spain, and France. Can the 
Defender of the Faith be fuppofed^ to join with his moft Catholic 
Majefty, and (hall his moft Chriflian Majefty lend his aiiiftance to, and 

» 

ratify a folemn contradl for a trade, illicit in its principles, difhonotir- 
able in the purfuit, and the chief article of it fubjed: to immediate lofs, 
if it touches an Englifli port ? Ancient cuilom and univerfal confent have 
undoubtedly eftabliflied a law to the contrary, and the Africans muft 
remain as they are, Jlavet by purcbafe^ the real property of their mailer^, 
till they of their own free will prcfent them with their freedom. Where * 
flept the Pope's thunders, while thefe dominions were under hisTway, 
that he never vindicated the univerfal right of freedom ? How came it 
that no nation ever yet aiferted fo natural a privilege, if it had fromthd 
firft had religion and reafon for its foundation ? How came it juft before 
the p^ng of that ad^n 17499 by which all fubjeds were free to trade 
from port Sallee in Barbary to the cape of Good Hope^ that niy Lord 
Ghancellbr Hardwicke fhould pledge bitnfelf to the future traders for the 
fccurity of their property, and repett his and Lord Talbot's former 
opinion, that ''(laves do not in the leaf): alter their fituation or ftate 
towards their matters or owners, either by being chriftcned, or coniing 
into England F ^f Was this done to betray them into Weftniinfter^hall, 
and then bereave them of a property which they thought eftablifhed I 
That great man could have no fuch intention, but undoubtedly, from 
the plain ads I have quoted^ and other inftances, which his and 
Lord Talbot's fuperior knowledge might lay before thiem^ gave that 
deciAon which till now has never been controverted. Now Mahomet's 
doArine is revived : ^' All men indifcriminately are proclaimed free, if 

they 

may haye» and biing them in fccttrhy to Eorope/' It can hardly be fuppofed they flioald have no 
negroes, and if ib, and they were free on their arrival, how could they be faid €0 bring them in 
fecurity ? If a contradidlion in terms and a manifeft abfurdtty attends the fuppofing theni free, 
there can be no'flronger proof that they remain in ftaiu ^up, flaves as when abroad. 

f This gnarantee wais extremely neceCary, for if flaves did not remain in the fame ftate, what 
Governor in Africa coold permit his caftle-flaves to affift a veflel in her paflage home, who had 
loft her (ailors by ficknefs or defertion ? And muft not this be a great additional riik for a 
merchant to ron befides thoTe of the feas and trade? In ihort, their being free in England tends to 
deftroy alt confidence, and pat an end to all iiltercourfe of kindnefi and affiftance among the tradtrs, 
governon^ and other Britiib fnbjcAs at home and abroad* 
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they touch Englifh ground." This wonderful difcovcry was refcrvcd 
for this age of pure reUgion> wherein infidelity meets with applaufe and 
Chriftianity with ridicule : for this age of perfect: liberty, wherein God 
and the King are illiberally abufed and affronted with impunity ; for this 
age of rigid virtue, wherein public diflipation engrofles the whole concern 
of life, and plunges its unhappy votaries into excefs of vice and infamy ;. 
for this age of tender humanity, wherein the cries of the poor arc unat- 
tended to, and infenfibility fupplies the pkce of wifdom. 

How great and glorious muft Britain now be ! not only free hcrfelf, 
but the caufe of freedom to other men ; to men, who may poffibly have 
forfeited their lives to the laws of their own country, though their 
fentehce was commuted inio Jlavery. Here indeed is excefs of generofity : 
But hold ! is there no allay ? Are we confiftent with ourfelves, and is 
our liberty as perfcdt in every other inftance ? Afk the moft ufeful fct of 
men, the Britifli failors. They may point you. out the probability of the 
following difmal fcene : A mate ♦ comes home from the fartheft part of 
Africa, with all his little property vefted in a negroe, whom he has 
taught to cook his kettle, and intends that another voyage (hall repay his 
principal and his trouble, but an infernal prefs-gang feizes him the 
moment He fets foot on Bririfli ground; takes him from his prefent free 
eilate, throws a cloud over his future profpefts, and he is fent perhaps 
for ever, or till worn out in the fervice, to the E aft Indies, while his 
negroe is inftantly free to go where he pleafes, not only unmolefted, but 
protefted againft the juft demands of his owner. This is modern liberty ! 
Thefe are the glorious efFedls of removing the ancient landmarks, till 
the very boundaries of right and wrong are confufcd and undiftinguifti- 
able ! This is called ftate neceffity, the tyrant's plea, by which mankind 
have fo frequently been injured. If ever ftate neceffity could be admitted 
as a plea, it might in this African caufe, had it wanted fo (lender a fup* 
port, for if the African ffade fails, farewell the Weft Indies, and with 
them farewell the glory of the Britifli flag, and the ftrength of the 
Britiih nation; but far be it from the London merchants to apply to 

' ' » D 2 ' govern- 

* In the beginning of lad war mates were preiTei, and were promifed that they ihoald be 
preferred to mafters, bat numbers at the end* of tlie war were dill midfliipmeo. 
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gpvcrfiraeni |o commit any arbitrary a£fc, or make ufe of fo dangerous an 
expedient. Th^y defire only their joft rights and privileges, confirmed 
t^ Magna Charta^ tranfmitted down to them and their heirs for wt^ 
u Britiih free-born flibjeifle j and fhoald their grievances fail of meeting 
with due attention and redre6^ they have only tbe modern comfort, their 
poflerity muft be ruined^ but probably England may laft their time* 

London, MERCATOR. 

July 28, 1772. 

' Mcrcator here feems not to have carried his arguments with refpcd to 
the legality of flavery under cither the Britifli conftitution, or under the 
Chriftian difpenfation, as far as they will go ; at lead, he has not given 
all the authorities he might from the Briti(h laws, or the New Teftament. 
As to oor common law, that is univerfally allowed to arife from cuftom, 
and to prevail till contradided by the ftatute law« The feudal ferfs 
were of various kinds. Under the Saxons they were abfolute flaves, as- 
the Gibeonites were to the Ifraelites. Under the Normans they.wera 
admitted to a greater degree of freedom, or at leaft tlieir fervice was 
changed from the Havifh tenure of tilling the lands, as the Poles, and 
Ruffians do to thisi day, to that of attending their lord^ in war. But 
whatever privileges they had feem to have arifen froqpt the oafe and. 
permifiibn of their mafters, and not from any pofitive law. But thia. 
fubjedt requires a volume of itfelf, and has been amply dtfcufled by; 
Dr, Robertfon. It remains only to be briefly obferved, that at all 
periods of the Britifh nation, both before and fince the Coni^f^^ Havery^ 
was not illegal, but maintained in a ftrider or eafier manner, with> 
a milder or harfher term, till Charles IL in the 12th year of.his reign 
difcharged all fuch tenures among the natives,^ but by not mentioniqg>, 
certainly left foreign flaves as he found them. As to dieNew Teftament 
St. Paul fays, * '^ Let every man abide in th^ fame calling wherein, he 
was called. Art thou called being a fervant? Care, not for it, bat if 
thou mayeft be made free ufe it rather. For he that is called m the Lord 
being a fe|-vant, is the Lord's freeman ;. likewife alfo he that is called. 

beipg 

^~ J Con .rii* 10, ftJB». 
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beiiig free, U Chrift'5 fervaiit. Y^? wc bought with a prfcc* be &t)t y4 the 
fervtnts of tnea. BrethKOi I^t every man wfaertin he i$ called^ thereia 
^bide with G<m1«" Tivdt ririfits are thus earpdonded by the vviiole ckfii 
df oommMtaitcn. Remita in that iiate of life. wherein God haSi f^aced 
you. Be not concerned, or thifik^ i£ you are a flave, S'ePioi^ you will be 
kfs acceptable to God, or as if that condition was unworthy a Chriflian ; 
therefore do not attempt to fhake off the yoke of flavery under a pretence, 
that through Chriftianity all are free ; but if by juft means you acquire 
y6uf liberty, pfefervc it, that no mafter may have power over you to 
caufe you to fSn ; for you are fiibjeft to Chrtft; vvho paid down his life to 
fedeem you from firt. Therein confifts the true Chriftian's Kberty^ 
therefore as I faid at firft, remain quietly in that ftate of life wherein 
God has placed you, at a duty you owe to him as well as to the coa- 
munity.— -Many oiher* parts of Scripture mention bond and freenMn, 
which diftindiion could not have^ been kept up, had liberty, civil liberty 
arifen from Chriftianity. St. Paul fays ♦, ** By one fpirit we are all 
ttapciaed into one body, ivhether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or 
free.'* And again -f , " There is neither JeT<r nor Greek, there is neither- 
bond tior free, there is neither tnale nor female, for ye are all one in 
Chrift Jefus." And againj % *' Pot on the new man, where there i* 
•either Greek nor Jew, circumeifion nor imctreamcifion, barbarian,. 
Scythian, bond nor free, but Chrift h all and in all.'^ And again §^. 
^ Whatibever good thing any man doth, the fame fiiall he receive of 
the Lord, whether he be bonder free^'^ St. ^fan defcribing the day of 
judgment menrtions % ^* the kings of the earth, and the great meo, . and 
the rich men, and t^e chief captains^ and every bondman and every frte^ 
[ nan hiding themfelvcs4 In another place ^ ** free and bcnA receive 
a mark/' In aaotber place they 4. are namerated with the kingi, rich 
men afltfl captaios, tvhich evidently {heviai, tbey^ wMe one of the 6ixlers o# 
iqartkind;; aatd though lowed in the civil < Polity, equal in all fpiritual 
eoncemai fure of a reward after this life, when their' great mailer begatt 
kis^dominion^ if they behaved virtiiott% in the flatioA allotted them oft 

earflL 

•• I Cor. xu. 13. t Gal. iii. 28. % Col iii. 11. f Eph..yi. 8. B-*i6V. vi. ic. 
^' KiNP • xiii* »6. 4 &«T. xu« 18. 
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carth.^ Slavery therefore does not appear . to have been forbiddeiif ^but 
allowed by the law of Chrift, as well as that of Mofes, by the untverfal 
pradice of all former ages and nations, and by the prophecies concerning 
the day of judgment, fo that there feems reafon to fuppofe it will ftlll 
remain, as long as the world itfelf exifts. 

[ c. ] 

* 

BESIDES the legality of carrying on the African trade, it may be 
proper to hear the Weft Indians fpeak for themfelves as to their 
neceflity of having negroes, and the right and title by which they hold 
them, when purchafed. \ ■ , . 

jfn ExtraB from Candid Confiderations on the Judgment lately awardec^ 
in the^Negroe-Caufe, by the Court of King's Bench. By a Weji India 
Merchant. 

[This. author contends that^ as Magna Charta related only to freemen; 
and left villeins and bondmen in their former ftate of ilavery, (infifling 
(imply on the caufe of imprifonments being (ho wn, when they happened 
%o be thus pimi(hed. by their lords) and that, as the law had never any 
negroes in contemplation, the courts of law ought not to have (hown 
them more favour than to villeins^ if any fuch remained in the kingdom. 
He aflferts, that whites are incapable of cultivating oyr plantations, and 

that therefore. flayes ^r.e neceiTary.l 

i.', «>••'. ••- ' *• 

LJi\ THE nature of th^ Weft India climate, and the:impo(ribn!ty of 
clfijkfii\g and cuUivathig the foil ther^, by any-other than ncgroe labbiir* 
e/^, >« it. was firft the occafion of employing them, fo it mu{t ever 
]rcn[)ain, a §« long .as our colonies exift; becaufe; this natural ncceiBty 
|s,n9t tQ,lje;j:ured by any sdternativc. Somb writers have affirmed, that 
|he ;fu^r ifjand^ were firft -cultivated: by white.men, who (hewed r^o 
^infitnefs for . labour iherq, before negroe (laves were, introduced ; but 
^efe ^l^thprs deal in reveries, and feem entirely ignorant both of the 
fjrbjpijl and the climate they treat upon. According to Ligon's account, 

. , the 
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the Engliih, who firft fettled at Barbadoes about the yeir 1625,' found 
the woods fo thick, moftof the trees fo large and mafllvc, that they were- 
uoable to'clear the ground of them; by which* means, he.fejrs^ that, 
twefity years/afterwards he found, potatoes, maize, and bonavifts, planted 
between the boughs, lying ialong upon the furface*. Potatoes, corn, »and 
pulfe, were all they were able to plant for fubfiftence; and thefe, with 
the wild hogs they occafionally flew, ferved only to kcSep life; and foul 
together. The only produce they could cultivate for export, was to-* 
bacco, which (probably for want of fufficient cleaning the ground) - 
turned out fo wprtblefs as to yield no profit at the EngUfh market. The 
proljiic quality of the land, then frefh and unimpaired, made fome little 
amends for want of adequate culture; or otherwife they would in all 
likelihood have been deflitute of any vegetable crops for their fupport : 
yet fewer hands were at that time required to cultivate the foil than after- - 
wards ; for, on their firfl forming their fugar eftates^ one hundred ne^ 
groes could manage the Urged plantation in. the* ifland. Nothing effec- ' 
tual was done towards a profitable iettlenient of the ifland, until after ' 
the introdudion of negroes ; by whofe better capacity for field labour, it : 
became fo thriving, . that, in 1646, it contained twenty thoufand.whites, 
and the blacks amounted- to a far greater numben .The judicious Linde, ^ 
ipeaking from his own experience, remarks, ^' that there are fome fer- 
vices of fiich a nature as cannot well be performed in hot and unhealthy 
countries by Europeans,, without imminent danger of their health and- 
lives. The firft is> that of cutting down woods, or clearing the ground * 
from trees, fhrubs^ &c.!' In proof of this alTertion he gives feveral jn- 
ftances; fome of which, I (hall repeat after him. <* At the conclufion- 
of the late peace, the Captain of a (hip of war went afhore at the ifland of* 
Dominica, with twelve of his men^ to cut down the wood, and to clear 
apiece of ground which he intended to have purchafed ;. but in a few 
days, ficknefs obliged them to deflft from this, dangerous work ; ihct 
Captain, and eleven out of his twelve afliftants^ being feized witht 
violent fevers, of which feveral died. The Ludlow*Caftle, a. (hip of war 
of forty guns, in a late voyage to the coaft of Guinea, loft twenty-five of 
her men at Sierra Leon, who were employed ia cutting wood for the 
2 fhip. 
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(hip. When the Lion, Spence^ and fomc other (hipk of wur, wcfk 

employed at Port Antonio, in Jan^aica, in clearing Navy Ifland of wood, 

lit order tx) ereiS: ftorehoufes for the fqoadron on that ftation, the mesiy 

while cutting it down>. were feized with a fever and deKriom. The 

phren^ attaclted a man {o fuddenly, and with fo much fory^ that with 

his hatchet^ if not prevented, ho would have cot to pieces the peribns 

wba ftood near hin> ; and thoTe who were feized in this manner, and 

were left to remain on ihore, either died, or foffcred a^ dangerous fit of 

iicknefs^ Thi$ is an occupation ((ays the fame author) which has 

often proved deftru^ve to Europeans in thofe climates^ and in which 

they aught never to he employed, efpecially in the rainy feafbn ; theve bdng 

nomberkfs inftances of white perfoes, vcdien cotting down the woods at that 

feafbn, who have been taken ill in the moroixig, and died at night/' He 

adds (ahhoogh he is no advocate ibr ifawery). that, ^ if the purchafing of 

n€|proes on the coaft of Guinea can bejuftifiedr it moft be from the ab« 

fohite necefBty there is for employing them, inftead of white perfi^ns, ia 

foch fervices as thefe/' To the foregoing I may venture to fubjoin ano^ 

ther hiftory^ the truth of whidi is wdi knowa to many gentlemea of 

Jamaica. I mean the ca£e of the Palatines; fevcral of whom haiving' 

come over not many years ago, to fkith there und^r irbe encouragement 

granted by the aflei»bly of that ifland^ had tra^s of WQod«land affigaed 

them*> but, for want of negroes, were utterly incapable isf clearing it 

from the tiiees, and periihed for the moft part in the attempt. If this 

exampli^ among others which my memory 6irnjfhes, isdifregarded, due 

credit, I hope, wiH be given to the preceding relations publiihed by Mr. 

Linde, an evidence wholty dilinterefted in the iflue of this queftian. If 

our feamcDy who are the hardieft of our common people, and the moH: 

inufedto the change of climate, are fo unequal to the ta^, much lefs 

ad&pted 10 it are others of the lower clafs in England, op thofe who might 

be moft Kkely to hire- themlfelvcs out to Plantation fervicc : f have only 

mentioned the feHihg of trees in the Weft Indies (Gome of which are 

feveral^ fept indiameterv and fe hard as to ihiver the beft tempered axe,) 

in^ order to the> formrtsg of new fettlementis ; bqt the labour of hrieskihg 

up^ and hoeing the ground, . in the manner proper for cane-planting, and - 

Ainder 
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niniict a full expofure to the fun^ is no lefs impradlicable to Europeans, 
^vhether feafoned or unfeafoned to the climate. Slave-holding might 
perhaps be very well difcontinued in every province of the North Ame* 
can continent, fituated to the North ot the Carolinas. The cuftom of 
introducing negroes in the northern colonies, to perform their field-work> 
has rendered the labour of the w^hite inhabitants extremely dear. This 
high rate has given caufe to their continuing the employment of negroes 
there, whofe labour is no further neceffary than as it is cheaper. * This will 
probably terminate of itfelf, whenever the white inhabitants (hall be fa 
multiplied, by their natural progrefs of increafe, as to allow a fuitable 
abundance of tben^ for all employments. But in the fouthern continental 
province, and the fugar iflands, this pradice cannot be laid afide, fo long 
as we perfift in the cultivation of them for the purpofes oif trade ; be- 
caufe, it is impofiible to cultivate them with European labourers > and 
1>ecaufe the white inhabitants, I prefume, can never increafe there by 
propagation in fufficient numbers. The natives, or Creoles, are the only 
whites who can be fuppofed, by thofe acquainted with thefe climates, to 
be capable of being brought, by long habit and ufe, to the laborious oc^ 
cupations of huibaodry, and forming new fettlements with their own 
bands: But, unlefs families in general were poorer, hindered by their 
neceilities from removing to Europe, and confined to their native fpot, 
there to breed and multiply, no adequate number could be reafonably ex* 
pedlcd. In Jamaica alone, we (hould require twenty times the number 
of white inhabitants we now have there. A long feries of time muft 
pafs away before fuch a (lock of native whites could be acquired, by the 
ordinary courfe of increafe^ Even if we fhould fuppofe that they married 
regularly, and doubled their number, like the North Americans, once 
in every twenty or twenty- two years, it would require near one hundred 
years to furnifli the complement.; and then we muft further fuppofe 
great part of the whole number fo very indigent, as to be obliged to 
toil hard for a fubiiftance, and to prefer the labour of clearing wood- 
land and digging . the earth to any other. If the labouring people, in 
any commercial country, are in proportion to the refl of the inhabitanlt 
as four to one, we ihould require a very large ftock^ to furniih a conftant 
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and fuf&cient number of Plantation labourers i indeed many more than 
we could hope to gain by natural propagation^ iince it is not probable 
that they could by any means be brought to encreafe, grow up, and 
thrive, in the like rapid manner as we obferve of the North Americans. 
Moft certain it is, that, without the introduction of negroe flaves. Great 
Britain would have been able to fettle no one profitable colony in America. 
If therefore, following what has been rightly called the Utopian iyftem 
of Georgia, which brought that fettlement to nothing, we fhould inhi-* 
bit the further profecution of our African trade for labourers, fuch a 
meafure would probably, if not infallibly, be attended with the hafty 
decline of Qur moft valuable colonies in the wefl ; and a lofs of all the 
important advantages now gained from their cultivation. A barbarity 
might be perhaps the more immediate confequence of fuch a prohibition ; 
find of fuch a nature, as defervedly to excite horror in the mind of every 
1j|iumane Briton ; I mean, the practice which 'muft then be fallen upon, 
of employipg white labourers, when negroes could no longer be procured, 
to keep, up the number anfwerable to our cultivation ; an employment in 
whi(:h thomftinds aed ten thoufands of our countrymen might perifli mi- 
ferably, without producing one fingle benefit to the mother country. 
Before we entered into the African ilave trade, our firft fettlers had no 
pther than thefe hired fervants, who proved unequal to the taik, and 
might literally be faid to exhauft themfelves in digging their own graves. 
It was a complaint in the adminiAration of Colonel O'Oyley, long be« 
fore the eftabiifhment of fggar- works in Jamaica, that the officers of his 
I army harrafled and deftroyed the common fbldiers (though well feafoned 
to fhe climate) by employing them as field labourers. This utter inap- 
titude of Europeans to fuch occupations in hot climates, and the impoffi- 
bility of fupplying them with white labourers from any other fource than 
Europe, leave no room for queftiomng, but that we mud either abandon 
all thefe Psttlements, ruin many thoufands of our fellow fubjeds, and 
refign our fortune into the hands of foreign powers, differing from us in 
fentiments ; or we mufjk conduA them, ^ hitherto we have fuccefsfully 
done, by the labour of negroes ^ whofe conftitutions being by nature and 
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' the Divine 'Will appropriated to thefc climates, they are evidently the 
fitteft for fuch employments there. 

In the firft part of this treatife on the trade from Great Britain to 
Africa, the fame point this Author infifls on was maintained, that Magna 
Charta related only to freemen, and left villeins and bondmen in their 
forflBif c ft«te of flavery. Soon after this Pamphlet the following fenfible 
Traft appeared in the papers. 

ADMITTING the African Trade to be ever fo diabolical, or the 
means by which the negroe's body was firft obtained ever fo unfair, no 
blame can defervedly reft on the Planter, who is ignorant of the means, 
dnd imiocent of the guilt. That trade has been carried on by this na« 
tion from time immemorial. King, Lords, and Commons have (hared 
in its profits, and concurred in various laws, for fupporting, regulating, 
and firmly eftablifhlng it. Some of thefe laws declare to the fubjedr, 
that Kc holds a right of property in the negroes he buys ; others tell him, 
that negroes are chatties, faleable and convertable like any other goods, 
for payment of dues to the revenue, or other debts ; that they are to be 
keldi/as money in the hands of a' Planter debtor, and received as money 
by his creditor. Large fums are granted every year by parliament for 
maintaining forts and garrifons, and making alliances with the native 
Slave Merchants in Africa, for the advancement of this traffic, to the 
exprefs intent that the Planter may be conftantly and cheaply fupplied : 
Va^, emoluments are alfo drawn, as well by the mercantile and ifianii- 
fa£luring fubjeds refident in Great Britain, and their dependants, as by. 
the national treafury, from the profits gained on the fale of negroes to 
the Weft India Planter, and from the produce of their labour. Thus 
the whole nation may be faid to be in fome way or other interefted in the 
advantages drawn from this trade, and to participate a benefit from 
the fweat of the negroe's brow. 

If the original contrail in Africa for this negroe*s fervices was ille- 
gal or unfair, or if no colour of a contra<5t ijubfifted, this furely is a 
point to be fettled between the negroe and the party who fold hini there 
without any right fo to do : or elfe between the negroe and that govern- 
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ment which by law permitted it's merchants to buy him of one who had 
no right to fell« But the Planter refpeds no one in this cafe except the^ 
Britifh merchant } who, under the authority and encouragement of the 
laws, having brought the negroe to market averf, the contract is openly 
made between thefe two. If the Planter has bought 2i freeman inftead 
of a perpetual fervant, he is defrauded ; for he paid his money under 
fandion of the. laws, and purchafed what the laws will in another place^ 
arbitrarily deprive him of. If the property fpoken of is not to be fccurcd 
to him by the Jaws which permit and invite him to buy it, then is there 
neither faith, juftice^ nor equity in them; they are no better than empt)^ 
illuiions, fnares to the induflrious fubjedt, and eminently reproachful to 
the natiorf. Something more, however, than the pretended magical 
touch of the Engli£h Air feems requifite to divefl him of what has beenr 
fo fblemnly guarantied by the confent ^ the nation in parliament ; for,, 
when he made the purchafe, he was not apprifed of thofe myfterious. 
and invifible emanations of £ngli(h Liberty^ which were to make the 
bargain void, and,, like the pre^o of a juggler, turn his gold into< 
counters. 

By flat. 14 Edw. III. it is enacted, ^^ That all merchants, denizens j< 
and foreigners, except enemies, may, without lett, fafely come into tho 
realm of England with their goods and merchandizes^ and. fafely tarry ,^ 
and fafely returnJ' This is further and more amply con6rmed by the^ 
ftat. 5 Rich. II. in thefe words : 

*^ It is accofded and affented in the parliament, that all manner of 
merchant ftrangers, of whatfoever nation or country they be^ being of 
the amity of the King and of his realm, fhall be welcome, and freely 
may come within the realm of England, and elfewhere within the king'sf 
power, as well within franchife as without, and there to be converfant ta 
merchandize, and tarry as long as them liketh, as thofe whom our faid 
Lord the King by the tenor hereof Jtakcth into his prote<aion and fafe- 
guard, with xhevr goods y merchandizes^ znA all manner of familiars ; and 
for fo much the King willeth and commandeth, that they and every of 
them be well, friendly, and merchant-like intreated and demeaned, in 
all parts within his faid realm and power, with their merchandizes and 

6 all 
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all manner of goods, and fuffercd tp go and come, and into their proper 
country peaceably to return, without difturbance or impeachment of any/* 

Safar as aliens are not reftrained of this extenfive licenfe to introduce 
their wares and negociatc here, by the fubfequent ftatutes of trade, thefe 
ancient ads arc ftill unrepealed ; and what I conclude from them is, that 
confidering our Colony- negroes zsgoqds and articles of mercbandizef in 
which fenfe the ftatute laws of the realm, as well as the colony laws, 
efteemed them, the Planters poffcfled of this merchandize, the impor- 
tation of which into the kingdom is not yet prohibited by any law, ap- 
pear wari:antable, nor only in bringing it hither, but in holding it while 
here, and in peaceal>ly returning with it ; for if thefe laws have granted' 
liberty of ingrefs and egrefs, and defended the goods of merchants and 
denizens reforting to it, furely the Planters, who are natural-born fub- 
jeds of the realm, are rightfully and lawfully entitled ta equal protcdioUt 
and ia. the fuUeft extent, with refped to their goods. 

But if this claim of property in Great Britain be really offcnfive to the 
conftitution of the kingdom, and injurious to its welfare, it feems at 
leaft not improper that, for the fake of commerce, and in juftice to the 
Planter^, an efFedive law (hould bepafled by parliament, forbidding him 
tp introduce his negroes withiq the. realm, under penalty of forfeiting 
that claim .: for nothing lefs thaft a pofitive law c2LXi prove to- every fub- • 
jed's convidion, that a negroe-flave is' entitled to the rights of' an En- 
glifhman, on the inilant of his inhaling the air of England. Our law, 
I. grant, favours liberty, and rather, indurcs a particular mifchief than - 
a general inconvenience j but as the latter is moft likely to enfue from - 
this national breach of faith, and repugnancy to the main principles of • 
commerce, it merits attention, that equal juftice (hould be difpenfcd to ^ 
the Planter purchafer j fo that, in being liberal to the negroe, no wrong 
nor damage (hould be done to an ufeful fubjed, who has, at leaft; an* 
equal pretenfion to be favoured by the laws of his country, and to fomc 
indemnity for the deprivation of what thofe laws a(rured him was his ^ 
right. It is no lefs juft than honourable, that the ftate, which has re- 
ceived his money^ (hould make him fome requital, and by a fair purchafe,, . 
rather than I- know not what ftrange efEcacy of the Engli(h airy redeem - - 

his . 
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his negrde from bondage. Such a meafiire would confirm the freed man 
in perpetual enjoyment of the boon beftowed upon him , by fupcrfcding 
all future claim of his mafter, in any other part of the Britifli dominions. 
The very idea of fuch a local emancipation is ridiculous, fince what bet- 
ter right has a Planter to reclaim a fugitive negroe in the colony than in 
Britain ? The laws of Meum and Tuum are alike in both; and, as En- 
glishmen, it is the fame as if the lands of both were in one continuity. 
If a flatutc (hould openly avow, what fomc of our law interpreters have 
taken upon them to aflert, the Planters abroad would then know the cer- 
tain confequence of bringing negroes with them into Britain, and con- 
du(ft themfelves accordingly ; it is due to them and to all others concerned 
in the Plantation trade, that a point fo efTential fhould be explained by 
parliament ; or, fhould the nation incline to purchafe the negroe's free- 
dom, it would be no lefs equitable. 

A PLANTER. 

D. 

THE legality of the African Trade, and property in purchafed 
negroes feems beyond any doubt, but the deelaimefs on the other 
fide of the queflion might think themfelves negledled, were they t6 be 
pafled over in filence.* At the head of thefe appears the formidable 
Anthony Bcnezet, willi a corps of what he calls Authors of Note, in 
his rear. The tbicknefs alone of this Pamphlet can alarm j for , 
his firfl principle being defedive, no realbning from it can be 
vaKd 5 his foundation being falfe, his whole fuperflrufture mufl fall to 
the ground. He allcdgcs that the Portuguefe firfl flealing and then 
purchafing flaves thro' an inordinate defire of gain, firfl raifed the fame 
defire in the negroes, and was the origin of flavery there. To prove this 

point, 

* From this mud be excepted fome trifling abufes of Mercator in the papers, written in the true 
ftile of thofe inferior PoHtidaos, whofe argnments confxfl of much abnfe» and little meaning ; of 
partial extrafls^ and no general knowledge of the fubjed i who fopply .the place of reafon with low 
invedives ; who frame a weak argument in their own* inftead of the true one in the Author'a words, 
then attack it, and glory in their imaginary conquell. 
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point, he gives partial cxtrafts from the hiftory of Africa, and omits 
whatever makes againfl; him. He tells you from Cada Mofto, that the 
Portuguefe landed and ftole the natives, but he omits, that Cada Mofto 
iiimfelf, the firft time he difcovered and landed on that coaft, faw an 
horfe among the natives that was valued at fifteen flaves, which were con- 
fequently an article, perhaps a medium of trade at that time, which was 
in 1454; ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ purchafed feveral at Sanaga. Benezec 
reprefents the Africaos as people endowed with great talents and virtue, 
and yet fuppofes the (lave trade is kept up by the advantages we find it 
our intereft to give them. He mentions that the Full, a nation on the 

Gambia, fell no ilaves. What an exadt charafler of the Britifli nation 

« 

would an author give, who ihould afiert, that we would not fight, becaufe 
one fe£i; among us refufed to bear arms ! The Full may be looked upon 
in the fame light : they are a particular fed, and the dodrine of not felling 
fiaves holds good with them to this hour, as to their own nation ; 
neither can any price tempt them to fell you a calf, though they will 
difpofe of a barren cow for two gallons of brandy. And thus, though 
they obferve . their .own laws, as to their own people, yet they will fell 
flaves which they have purchafed up the country. Benezet alfo omitaf 
Captain Johfon's account of his voyage up the river Gambia in 1621^ 
when women flaves were offered him for goods, but he refufed them, and 
faid the Engliih did not trade in them. So that it is evident, that that 
trade arofe from the Africans themfelves, and we are not accountable for 
the origin of it^ ndtwithftanding this Author's aflertion. He talks of the 
flaves on the river Gambia being fold only for crimes; and yet, in 
another place, wants every cargo to be releafed, under pretence, that it is 
better 500 guilty fhould efcape than one innocent perfon fuffer. Now 
the impunity of one villain may do more hurt to fociety than the lofs 
of more than one honeft man. All juftice is humanity ; for without it 
AO nation could fubfifl ; and as the feverity of the laws of war, flowing 
^^rom political juftice, cannot be impeached, though in fome cafes, we 
might wifli them lefs rigorous, fo the cafe is the fame here ; one man 
may have been fold for a flave, who was naturally free, but it is furely 
a mad proje^ that for fear in a cargo of ^qo negroes, I fliould have 

one 
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one improperly brought by thofe who fold him to me, therefore I am 
to let loofc 499 thieves and murderers poflSbly, to prey on the com- 
muDity. To fuch, and fo many flagrant abfurditics will an Author be 
driven who fets up a point, from which he labours to deduce a fyftem 
repugnant to the allowed pra<aice of Antients and Moderns. He brings 
in Chriftianity as abolilhing flavery, but unfortunately can find no proof. 
He draws together into one view all the cruelties which have ever been 
pra^tifed by Captains of fliips to deter their flaves from riling -, or by the 
Planters to keep them under fubjedlion ; and by following the famerule^ 
and colleding all the inflances of barbarity pradlifed by individuals in 
the moft humane and beft civilized nation upon earth, fuch a picture 
might be drawn, that human nature would ftart at. His account of the 
law is no lefs defedlive, for he attempts to affert privileges for foreign 
flaves, at times, when even our own naturaUborn fubje(9:s had no claim 
to them. He. humanely, advifes us to employ our own natives in the 
fultry heats of the colonies, and charitably wiOies them funk in the ieai 
rather than we (hould carry on the African flave trade for their iervice. 
Sure the flaves abroad ought to be under an obligation of working for 
thjcir living, as well as the natives of England are at home ; and in many 
cafes, the latter labour harder and fare worfe i they certainly have a feveref 
climate to contend with, as their cloathing raas away with great .part of 
what they want to purchase provifions, and the flaves abroad want little 
cr no cloaths, and are not injured by the inteofe heat of the fun. The 
other Writers quoted in the fame Pamphlet proceed on the fame falfc 
grounds, and would peiffuade us to put an end to the African trade for 
fear of buying a few flaves, who were fraudulently and unjufliifiably made 
fb, which furely is jufl; as wife as if a man fliould cut off his legs for fear 
of wetting or foiling his feet* Seduced by this fpecious fide of the 
queflion, influenced by humane motives^ and mifinformed of the real (late 
of the flaves in our colonies, even the Bifliop of Gloucefter * warns us to 
fend them to their native homes. Poor creatures ! Not one would 
accept of the offer, but would think it the greatefl; inhumanity to force 
i<their return. That in the native African^ fale of negroes to our ihipping^ 

various 

^*oSee his Sermon Feb. 21, 1766* 
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various frauds have been committed, and perfons improperly and unjuftly 
fold ; that Mafters of (hips have been inhumane, perhaps unnecefTarily ; 
that Planters have been wantonly cruel without caufe, may be fuppofed 
from the enormity of crimes among ourfelves. To thefe abufes then 
let efficacious remedies be applied ; and the African ^merchants will own 
the higheft obligations to government, if by falutary laws it can alleviate 
the diftreffes of thofe, whofe labour fupports our colonies and enriches 
our native country; but for the other unneceflary and imprad:icable 
fcheme of univerfal freedom, (the device of the Puritans of North 
America, who now cry out iox perfeS liberty, as they once d^d fotperfe^ 
purity, till they deAroyed all real religion, and ruined both ^church and 
Aate ; and who began thefe their laft outcries, as appears by the dates of 
tlieir works, only on our ailertii^g our jurifdi<flion over them) from 
a careful review of laws human and divine, whoever attempts to promote 
it, muft be declared a ftranger to both ecclefiaftical and civil polity, and 
an utter enemy to tbeir country. 

[ E. ] 

TH E benefits that might accrue to England from a trade to Port 
Hillfborough may be calculated from a review of the returns they 
made, and all at mod reafonable rates* 

6 tons of wooll, (to be had in great abundance). 

4,000 goat ikins. 1 

i,20o deer ditto. j Thefe were only what were favcd 

1 ton of orchilla. \ from plunder, the inhabitants having 

8 lb. weight of gold. « feized on much the greateft part of the 



200 lb. of oftrich feathers. 
I ton of beefi^wax* 



cargo, 



[F-3 



npHE Polly, Captain Walfh, a fhip. belonging to Mr. Adams, 

^ ftruck on the Bar of Bonny this laft year, and^ was foon after 

attacked by the negroes. The Captain, .finding he could not fave his 

F ihip. 
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{hip, fent his boat's crew ofF, fliut himfelf up in. his qabin^ and when the 
King of Bonny and all his people were got on boards to the amount 
of 1500 and upwards, fet fire to the powdery and, Samplba like, at his 
death punifhed the treachery of his aflailants. To prevent the like 
fatal accidents in this dangerous river, I here, though fomewhat foreign 
to the purpofe of this Treatife, prefent the African Captains with plain 

directions for going fafely into Bonny or New Calabar. 

» 

When you are off Cape Three Points, you will find in going acrofs the 
Bite you mud fleer a foutherly courfe, at leafl S. E. by E. or.S. £. and, 
before you can think yourfclf the length of Formofa, keep your lead 
carefully going ; and, as foon as you have ground, haul to the fouthward,. 
and if you deepen your water, you are furc of being to the fonthward of 
Cape Formofa, and may bear up to the N. E. till you fee the land, and 
run along fhore in nine fathom. In running along Ihore you will open 
rivers 5 they are very fmall and all open about N. N. E. or N. E. 
When you are run fo far to the ea(l\yard as to open Samberera, it is 
much wider, and opens about N. by W.or N. N. W. and Fochea 
bearing about N. E. by N. a bluff point ; then off the deck you will fee 
no land to the eaflward of Fochea, but from your topmaft heads, if clear 
weather, you will fee Rough Corner, by fome called King William's 
Caftle, bearing N. E, eaflerly ; then run fo far as to bring Fochea to 
bear N. by W. or N. N. W. and Rough Corner N. E. by E. on which 
you will have four or five fathoms water, and there come to an anchor, 
if not a proper time to go in. You may go in any. time of the tide if 
you have wind, clear weather, and day light. It flows full and changes 
E.and W. when you have the marks to bear as above, and bound 
inwards, you will not have the river Bonny open ;^ however, you may 
haul up to the northward witbin a cable's length and a half of the 
weflern breakers^ and fo run boldly in, keeping a look-out from the 
mafl-head for any fpits from the wcflcrn breakers. If it blows any 
wind, nothing can hurt you, but what you may fee. Still as you run 
in, keep the weflern breakers on board, and in running in> you will 
{hole in your water to three and three and a half fathom ;.. when you 
have Fochea W, N. W. you are on the Bar, and immediately will deepen 

your 
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your water to eight, ten and twelve fathoms, on which come to an 
anchor, and found for New Calabar. If you go into Bonny, you may 
run right up. Only giving Rough Corner a fmall birth, and keep rather 
the ftarboard fliore on board. — In coming out, you muft obfcrve the firft 
quarter's ebb fets to the eaftward right over the banks, and after that right 
out S» S* W. In going out, you muft make bold with thfc weftern 
breakers, and ftand no farther to the eaftward than Bonny, half a cable's 
length, open, and ftill wider as you turn out. When you arc over the 
Bar, you muft be fure to keep the weftern breakers on board, and that 
will keep the river well open ; for if you ftand far to the eaft ward, you 
will be puzzled . with the patches and fhoal water. You muft not 
venture to ftand out to the fouthward, till you have Fochea N. or N. 

by W.- N. B. When you have made any part of the land between - 

Formofa and Fochea, run no farther than you can fee the land a-head in 
the evening, but* come to an anchor. It will be beft to come out in 
neep tides* 

[G.] 

i 

t 

The following Account of the Abufes in the Management of the Committee 

appeared in the Public Ledger laji April. 

April 20 9 \'JT2* 

'T^ H E great importance of the African trade to this kingdom, and 
your readincfs to infert in your very ufeful paper, every com- 
mercial anformatiobr, induce me to requeft you will communicate to the 
public, the following circumftances and obfervations relative to that trade, 
as foon as poffible, in the hope that they may not be altogether ufclcfs 
in (hewing -the neceiHty there is, that the bill brought into parliament 
this feflions,* by Sir. William Meredith, tntitXcdi^ ^^ A bill to regulate the 
admiffion of freemen into the compare of merchants trading to Africa^ am. 
the ekSiion of committee men thereof* which* -ftands ordered to be read ' 
a fecond time, the iir/l day of May next> ftiould pafs into a law. < 

In the feffions of parli^iment j 749, federal* petitions concerning the trade 
to Africa having been prefented to the Hon, the Houfe of Commons ; 

F z that 
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chat Houfe did, oathe 7th of March, refolve, " That on the < 6th of the 
fame> it would go into a committee of the whole Hotiie upod the fubje^ 
of faid petitions." 

In the nth and 1 2tl} of April following, the Houfe fat in committee* 
and ttpofi the i3tb, Mr. Alderman Bethell, the chtutxnui, reported, 
among other reiblutiom of the faid commi^ee, ** That in ocder.to carry 
on the j^riaatt trade in the moft beneficial manner to thefe kingdoms, all 
his Majefty's fubjeds whatsoever ttuub'ng to ^n'ca, be muted into an 
open company, £cc. a«d a bill was ordered to be hncraght iniior diait, and 
other purpofes, of the faid petitions. 

But many difficulties ari&og from the diAreftful fituatbn of the then 
Royal African company, the bill did not get through both Houfes, uotil 
the felons 1750 ; when it was paiTed under the defcription of ** A bill 
for extending and improving the traJg to Africa" 

By the firft fedtion of which bill it is enaded^ « That all his Majefty'a 
fubjcdks, nioho jhall trade to or from Africa^ between Cape Blanco and the 
Cape of Good Hope, ihall for ever hereafter be a body corporate and 
politic, in name and in deed, by the name of the company of merchants 

trading to 4friea.*^ . - ^ 

By, the 4th fedtion of the faid -bill, the management of the affjurs of 
the company is diredted to be in and by a committee of nine perfons. 

By the fifth fedipn of the faid Ad, it is ordered. That the eledion of 
three of the faid committee, for that year, ihould be l^ ** fucK Of the 
traders or prfons intending to trade to or from Africa" who, in order to 
being admitted to the freedom of the &id company, &oald pay into thc: 
hands of the Chimberlain of London, the fum of forty (hiHuigs each j. 
Three other of the faid committee men to be chpfen by fucb 9tber cf 
the traders to or from Africa, who, upon the like conditions,, were to be. 
admitted free of the faid company, at Brijiol, and three others by fuch 
ether of the traders to or from Africa, as, upon the like conditions, ihould. 
be made free at Liverpool" 

By the frxth feSion of the faid Adt, it is dircded. That the ekBiws of 
committee men fhall be annual. By the twelfth fedion of faid Ad, it is 
dircdted. That all his Majcfly's fubjeas, trading, ifrmtendtngtatrade to. 

or 
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irjhm Africa, a|X)s the oonditMDS tfeiiefiiid, bo acio^tted to febe ftec^m 
«)f the iiwi compflnj. 

Sy the thirteemji fedion of (aid A^k^ tbc eleS^n of «be faid com-^ 
mhtee ttiea is dtreAed to be bjr fuch perfonit as* bwt becm admitted to ^ 
the fi-eodom of the £ud compaiijp# and free thereof oae entire year. 

If all his Majedy's fubjeds, withoot diftia£tioii» f»yin%Jirty (hillSmgi 
each, are entitled to be Jreemen of this company, aa^ fi>oie ooatdl ;. how 
kaf)pened ii that LaaJon, Uver^oolf and Br^h wet e particaltfibod^ more 
thznilork, Carlijle^ and Gloucefier? Needs there any argument to prove, 
that it wa8> becaufe the tracers to Afrka^ of whom iit was in tended this 
company (hould confift^ \Mre ki^own to refide in tbe firft^mentioncd 
places, and not In the laft ? * 

The prcmifles being confidercd, can any thing be more evident, than 
that it was the intention of the kgijlature, that the perfoas compofing 
this company (hould be fuch> and fuch only, as were tradm^s tB or from 

« 

Africa ; or that the committee men were intended to be chofen only by 
foch perfons as, trading to or from Africa, were immediately intcrefted 
in that choice, and in the condud of the committee ? aad» that» although; 
by fome unaccountable miftake in defi::rihing the perfona to be adnoitted) 
free of the faid company at London, the vague words intending To trade,. 
were infertedj, as fet forth in the fifth fedlion of iaid aCt, not forcfeeing 
the mifufe that might he made of them, flill as the dcfcription of the 
perfons to be made free for Liverpool and Bridol, is abfolute, and con* 
fined to traders to orfroin Africa only, it is inconteftably clear that muft 
have been the defign of parliament for all. 

Yet fo it has happened, that for interefted and private purpofes, taking, 
advantage of the words intending to trade, defigning men have found, 
and ufed the means to render the influence of the merchants^ realty and! 
truly trading to Africa,, in the choice of committee men, of no eflfeft;, 
for under colour of intending to trade to Africa, (the contrary of whichi 
admits of no other proof than by inference from circuraftances) and. 
generally even without that pretence,, fuch numbers of perfons have been 
made free 6f this company,, that 1425 names (tand now regiftercd a* free- 
men thereof^ for London albne; although it is a.fax3 known, and no*^ 

toriousc 
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torious to every perfon in the African trade, that the aftual traders from 
London to Africa^ at this day, are not more than 50, at the uttermoft; 
and that including them, the entire num'ber of perfons, free of the faid 
company, who have at any time iince the pafling the beforementioned 
adt, to this hour, been traders to or from Africa, from the city of Lon- 
don, does not amount to more than 100. 

It may throw fome farther light upon this fubje6t, to obferve, that the 
annual admiffion of freemen into the faid company, (lands by their books 
as follows : 
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That of the 274 made free in the year I77i> nb Icf^than 194 were 
made free in one day, /. e. the 2d of July, in that year, for the obvious 
purpofe of inflaencing the cledion in 1772. And of the whole 274^ 
not ten were, or are Traders to Africa. 

Upon a farther inveftigation of the names of perfons entered as free- 
men from Londpn, it appears that among them there ar-e about twenty 
members of the Houfe of Commons, eighteen- Eaft India direftors,. fix 
counfejjlors, ten attorneys, five phyficiaasi five furgeons, twelve ftock 
brokers and ftock jobbers, eighteen tradefmeri of the company ferving 

them 
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thetn with goods, (one of which is the hoD« gentleman that oppbfes the 
prefent bill) four that are or have beea their fccretarics or clerks, thirteen 
merchants clerks„ many Cuftom Houfc clerks, Eaft India company's 
clerks, fome not yet of age, great numbers made free without their 
knowledge and without their expence, cheefemongers, journeymen 
weavers; ihoe*makers, taylors,. barbers, alehoufemen, paftry- cooks, pa- 
viors, and in ihort almofl every; denominatioz> of the loweft mechanics 
and tradefmen> exclufive of near four hundred perfons, of whom, after 
a very particular enquiry, even the occupations cannot be known, and of 
whom the refidence was fo very obfcure, that at the eledion in 1771, 
when the number of freemen was only 1043, near two hundred letters 
were returned to the candidates from the pofl: office, as addrefled to 
people who could not be fooind. 

That^^^^ could be the perfpns intended by the Icgiflature to compofc 
the company of merchants trading to Africa^ requires an equal' degree 
of foUy to conceive, aiid aflurance and abfurdity to maintain. 

Liverpool did in the year 1771 fend ovit (hips and goods to the coaflr 
of Africa^ fufficient for the purchafe of 29,250 negroes, and the num- 
ber of freemen for that town was 88# London fent out fhips and goods 
for the purchafe of 8000 negroes only that year, yet the number of free- 
men for that city is 1425.. 

To point out by whom, and for what corrupt ends thefe iniquitous 
meafures have been ufed„ or for what fordid purpofcs they arc. now de- 
fended, is a tafk too invidious foe the writer of this letter to engage iir„ 
unlefs the public fibrvice may hereafter require it ; in that cafe you will 
hear again from^. Sir, your mod humble fervant, 

A MERCHANT. 

The following LETTERS appeared foon after. 

Brijioh. April 2^^ ijyz.. 
IN the LcDGEK of the 22d of this month, I read a letter figned ai 
Merchant, fetting forth, in fome degree, the importance of the >^/r^;?, 
trade^ and the abufes of the a6ts of parliaments relative to it, particu- 
larly ia the clcdtion of African committee men for jfLondon. He might 

alfo) 
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aUb have mentioned Br^M aod LherpccL I wifh the Merchmtf who 
feems to underlland the fub)e^ (as far as relates Co fads in England) 
had entered farther into the uiatter^ and told the puUic the great abufes 
every d^y pra^ifed by the govenmrs^. or chiefs of the forts on the coaft^ 
to the great detriment of the fair trader : That the valaable trade on the 
Gold Coail will certainly he loft to the Bcltilh nfterchant> and the forts 
tetally ruioedy onleis fame good regulations take place foon : That the 
forts» fuch as they are, farvantSy Haves^ and foldiers^ (thefe laft are kept 
in a moft wretched ftat«) are all, and have been for fooM tinne paft, 
according to their fereral abilities, employed for the emolument of a few 
people» who commaiid at the forts, and their friends in London. I 
have been feveral voyages . to that part of the world, and know thefe 
things ; but it would be impolitic in me to let my name be known at 
prefent, for obvious reafons ; as I purpofe to make another voyage. The 
people who now monopolize the cream of the Gold Coaft trade, have 
the public (lock to trade iipoM^i The forts which coft the nation, to the 
old royal African company, upwards of iQd,oooL ferre them as houses 
and warefaoufes withofit renf i the fervanCs, as v(rell whites as blacks, 
are all employed as their igents, and fadors, to buy up the (laves, gold, 
&c. without wagesr By thde great advantages they can deal at lead 20 
per cent, on better terms than the merchant adventurer, who has all thefe 
neceflary conveniences to provide, at a very great expence. Nay, I (hall 
venture to fay, the pablic-money gr&nted annually by parliament, 13,000!. 
{trliich I (ee by (he vdt^s h augmented this year to 1 5^,400!.) as it is ma- 
naged, militates tfgainft the fair trader, which it was orrginally intended 
toferve, by keeping the forts in a refpe<flable condition. This pubKc-moncy 
is invefted in prime goods, fuch as is ordered, and wanted for the better 
afibrtment of the trading chiefs, who divide. the cargoes among thera- 
felves, and in (hamefol proportions, immediately^ on the arrival of the 
Aore-ihip, or ihips ; this divi(ion, they fay, is to pay them the advance 
^ey are in for the public. By fuch artful fchemes of keeping the com- 
pany in debt, which need never be, (and I fuppofe but-few of the free- 
men of the cdmpany know they are liable to) they endeavour to fanflify 
their proceedings. I have no ill-will to any man on the coaft, yet I think 

o . it 
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k my.dutyf as a good fubjeA and free trader, to throw in my mite of 
knowledge^ as it may poilibly draw the attention of fome one man in 
power to lend his^aid towards reforming and regulating, perhaps, the moft 
niefiil^^ftod beneficial CQpimerce this nation now enjoys, confidering it in 
aU its view9«— It employs great numbers of our poor manufadurers, and 
our cqIquij^i ^aAoot cxift ^without negrots. 

' Tbe;lfgii\acur<^, I obferve;^ is'taking much pains to regulate the i^^i^^j 
i^^^4»iry and tb^ir afiairs. Query, whether the African trade is not of 
more Jblid advantage to the nation, than the Eajt India trade, or might 
be made /o ? . . : 

The Baft Indies pradnce a ^ great daal of partial riches, which has an 
evidenjt tendency to overturn our happy conftitution ; whereas the Afri- 
can trade diffbfes, like gentle (bowers, ats kindly benefits throughout all 
the Britifh dbminions ; I am a fpecuUtive man, though now a feaman^ 
aod'Could enlarge on this^cdpiou^ ful^'ed. > 

What I have now comoiitted'to paper, are the ferious genuine thoughts 
of an honeft tar> withaut order or method. If you, Mr. Printer, think 
proper to publifli dnem in your ufeful paper, perhaps they may do fome 
iprvice tomy king anti country at this critical time. > ^ 

A F R I C A N U S. 

N. B. The legiflature mould fend half-pay-officers to govern and keep 
the forts in a refpedable condition. They are bred to acquire honour, 
not riches by trade. Such a regulation need not coft the public a penny 
more than the prefent allowance. An honeft, fenfible, difinterefted com*- 

mitteehaVe power to do much good. 

.-• ■ « 

London, "June 4, New Lloyds s. 
HAVING much time upon my hands, I went frequently to the 
houfe of comiSnons this feiOBons, to get fome knowledge of what the 
guardians tff the nation's welfare were doing, for the fervi'cc of the 
public ; and to gratify my curiofity with the fight of fome men, whofc \ 

condudt in parliament I have read of in the Weft Indies, where I have 
a* plantation,, that maintains my family in England with comfort, not 
fplendour. . . i . .. - 

G Amongft 
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Amongft tjbe ^hi^r isEupqrUat bofineis of the hoofs, ww btvoghtjii • 
bill to. regelate ^c ^^ifirhan trade of the Gold Om^^ which dsetr Mf a4^ 
tentioa more p^irticularlyj as all the flanca <» inf pkntkion are from that 
part of Africa, w^ch cortamly produces the heft ^ fer, heng iMnred^ to 
labour ia their own ^o^Atry> they can woik on our fagap^eenas iMnMKfii - 
ately after their arrivaL I took, foine patnaAi eflif|iftire whit the Ma>d*^ 
^no£ the bill wa;, and. aUb toknoH^the gnevaooe* ceiMplaiBed'^f^ as " 
} might he affedjked by it. I £^od learnt fa^ienb to withiihe-Mllf^fiiighV 
' paCst as;^ ia my opioioa^ it t^ded to JkuMreirithe pcke pf A^wm, biit vfaa^ 
much furprized^ as well as hurt, to find it did not. I have fiace eoAti^ 
aued nD]f iiv^Hines afiev £»^s» ^f^i ^ekfhe kosmkc^e J liwe gat; A-em 
African captains of ihips ?nd -ptheft.ivfry^cnoTerfant.iiitiiettQde; mky» 
be of fome ufe to th? ignorMt». vcrbo uateddK: in tbde matters* Then»* 
fore I venture^ for thq firfl t^i^e« tp pttC my thl)ugfaiGin printi I bq>0 
this eifay may be well received^ .fi> it is well intended^ I kiiow t» partyi^ 
QOi aqa liQt(xe£Ud ?r pe^^y in ^e Afnostttrade*.: 

Iq the firil placev tli^Qugb I ^^m a freem w of dw Afvicaa demparyf^ (k> 
i^ net n^ceil^y to* (ay how I becwiie fa) aedr vaa uuule to vote at the lafb 
eledion for committeeTj9;ic|k as 4 /W* I tak:m>w Axpc 1 ^ Vfumgr 
thty^i^zhf fucp^i^^ and ignorance^ as the z& of ' parliament exprefly fays^ 
none but a^ual traders^ . znAfucb 4i intend to trade to, ^ricar are f liable 
to vote for committee-men ; tb<;jefore», %s I neither tf^d?. Or Int^Q^ 
to trade, I /hall not vote again^^ thoygb I am interefted in ^he, pro/jxrU^ 
of the trade eventually,^ by t^e purcl^ife of negifpe^ annuallj^ frjqjifi^ tb.C 
traders for my plantation, and this I wifh to do on low tecn^s^. 3ut a$L 

I ,1/1 ■ • 

the affairs under the dire&ion of a committee are now 'managed, I 
defpair of getting 9i\y Gold Coaf^ Haves again, on reafonable terms, un- 
lefs fon[ie regulation takejs place* I^rom the i(>fqf n^fiiMff i hfivf htfd^ ^it 
is very cl^ar to mej, that the public pv>ney gfm^i. flitwmUgr J>^ pasliftn' 
mcnt, for keeping the forts i^ relpe^bl^ ffpiVrt if.cmplojmdiK^ MWjiAiS*' 
fctfittt porppfesi ^4 the forts^ wJ^<;t^. QVglj^t t^ ^ Qp«o fot tbe:^t]i» 
and protedion. of 4l B<?iti/h traders ^ t^eii; i^^ ltt¥.lSf9iKipflUutQ«U 
and ufed entirely by the govfrp^rs «pd tb«if (r^^f^nm.tQi^frx «ii>ini«lit- 
ten five trade for theoifelves, and their connexions in the comtnitMl: 4t 
' London. The 



: The€Oftireluefiee«f the pub^ m^n^y b^irig v«Obd Ih theliii^ |;cdd$ 
•at th^ defire of Ithoie^f ernors, tbtir ll^ittg rfctit frte, Kavihg ftmrits <rf" 
aU.ipr^9]Britih(ftit wilges^'br charge «f i»itii«tertinte-*-nay, having falarieS 
4$9m:tkt puhiki ftir dmag wo^lb thkti hhthlf^g, (bufihefs f6r thehifelves 
KKprffl^dgaiAft the hirs) the fi«e mefch^t c^rtitiily cuiihot tradl: Withii^i 
20 or 25 per cent. triih.tUt^ pcfcplft,- da /f&^ cah iift'^ird to givft 4I. oilb'h 
• Have-more tfaan ^ oMicluitit'adteiitUKr, who itiiiA hif6 pHces oti tiiore 
to tfanfii^b iheU faufiiias* feivaatt^ -dtc; at gr^at cliafg<^, befidfe ifie vaff 
expetice and ddsty of their (hips, Mtrhich ^Uft lie by ahd rot, tilt thefe 
toonopdizers fliipa are firil fervtd, and get ii#ay. This being the eafdjl 
I cahDot ex^)ed fhr«« a^in at a reafonabk' ptlct, until this itiiqtiitotfl 
icheme is broke tlirotrgh* ivhteli ifti^ done by »h atftof the it^Jfli-' 
turc, as I find the bpanl of trade ha^^e not j>6wer to dd iny g*ibcf ir? 
this outttef. They wcW applied to b^ petition of tht prUtdphi frkr- 
<J^U ih the Afrram traHi, fonie fimfe laft winter, whtrdn ^Visf fet 
forth, that fiyd mcd, wfao:hdd alternately be^n ton^mlttecAn^h for Lo'n'-^ 
don, bad entered! ai«D:aL mitft^n^ (x:^tylnaYiot) Xbibp^U dt ^ ftiiitU'siP 
^xpence^ one ahodiier; antheidnde all the 6lh^t iiiitii^ti ixtt^tti t4^t office.- 
The 0i>fw6r 1^ board: of traxie gave (he inerchaV^ts was, that, 6ii dohfult* 

ft 

l;ig their |aw]rer» the!;^ found the eAs of parlilttVeht did Aot imp6\ter the<ik 
to grinrtbe prayer of tlirpedtipti (w4fil^ W^9, I& ^xehidie thdfb ^tfoh»' 
from ever beiilg cdiii uii tfae - tnigi agilii:);. As fh«fi iMftgs ikt fo^; I firmly 
believe^ tfaci 6cte trader to tlisat-part of A^Wa Whiet'e t^e fortsf are itidll ^e 
maMrtally injured, . and £he Weft India PlSrtt«fr« of eduHb JTatf, by' beih]^ 
obl^ed to pay an advanbed price' for ifi Jir flaves'.-^Thefb cohibtn'itibiira,' 
Qj;; hoBle iwid abroad,. faave> ftill: a wbiTtf' tendency) a'd 2f flats thi; advisee* 
prio^ intd th^ pockets of the blaek 6^oker^ Whbard.arv^ arCfd, IhdidMK^ 
people^ and content ti^mfelves ^ith brii)gidg fewet flaves to^e v^ater-*' 
fide for fale, when they fee, by the folly of the While ftidh, thatf they 
canigfif b^ mixf goods niW iisii ^e fiave a& they ufed io^gtiWt two. 

By.lttri^fris here fcr forth, thepebllc maft'^fttt>J thsitl fopffoRi a'tradv 
in^ cddDciaion fobfifb bdtv^een fomie of t^e African cfodimittee aiid 
their i^vwiiora^on th« coaflr; fhi^ IcertaStfly do, arid rbtlArve it tan/ 
and will bcnciade fflUy afipoarV WH«n tfte oiiaiftYy hftVe tiiiie io^fbitok^ 

. / G 2 about 



AMI 




44 A P P E N D I X. to. 3 

about the African tradb^ which I am fure is of more real advantage ta 
the nation than any of them feem to ioiagine. I confeis I fpeak feelingly 
as a Planter, and think this great commerce (which takes bfF about a mil-- 
lion and half value of our home manufadures annually) ^woulji be- better 
attended to, if there were a few nabobs ainongft the traders, wbo could 
have influence at eledtipns of members of parUameot. . 

The zSts of parliament relative to the African trade appear to me to he 
made on a very liberal plan, A coaxmktee was inftitutid, purely to fee 
that the public money, annually granted, was laid out honefily and fen-' 
fibly in keeping the forts in good repair, to aid the Britiih merchant, and 
to awe foreigners as well as the natives. — Tbe committee fwbojhotdd cer^ 
tamly by tbefpirit and intention of the aSibe cbofen by real traders} have the 
appointment of all the governors of the forts and other fervantt^ .1 

The legiilature has granted, iince the yegr 1750, upwaeds of 300,000!^ 
for repairing and peeping the forts in a refpedable conditionw The en<» 
quiry fhould naturally be, has that money been employed prd(>erly, ac^^ 
cording to the intention of governnoent ? What I have learned, and fronv 
good authority, is, that there are buttw6ot three of the eleven forts, viz.' 
Cape Coaft Caftle, and Annamaboe, that are ia aay fort of repair; the 
others ma mod ruinous condition;, and. Lam well infqri^ed, wouldr 
and ought, tp have been evacuiited long^nce, if they wsq-e nbt found' 
convenient to lodge a man QF.t^ro j[p<:iirry on trade for the chieft. > 

The bill brought in by Sir WiHiatxi Meredith^ and loft by inatte&tioo, 
would not, in my opinion, have anfwef ed fblly to the juft expedtaitipn of the 
fair trader, nor what he expected ftom it» as it bfily meant to regulate the> 
election of committee-: men, wJjHeh Sir William ho^ed would make the 
f(p>untain head pure^-*— as he fuppoiied the addal traders would chb(b ho-' 
neft, difin:^refted,, public fpi riled alert/ to manage tbe public nioney, and 
cherifb the fair merchant. 

Human nature, ^ J am forry to find ^t^ is fo eafily corrupted- and blinildcl 
by f(p^f-interei^ that I think it. beft to endeavour )to preheat ail «vil,vby 
keeping temptatiop as niuch as poflib^ out of the way .of indi ri dnals-j - 
therefore, I am* for havipg an a€t of this l^iflature for explaining and^ 
amending all the former ^fits*. I would fupfcc aa rnks in .thCi public fefc*- 

- : i / vice 
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vice to trade for a penny, on theCoaft ; nor any bit real traders and free* 
men to vote at any future eledion for committee-men. Send regular 
military gentlemen, of unblemifhed charatfters, to command and have 
the care of the forts ; many fuch, and now on half-pay, might fbon be 
found, |hat would thankfully accept of the appointments^ for three years, 
and then to be relieved by others : fending faAors and writers, is abfurd, 
as it is no trading company ; a ftorekeeper is neceifary, who ihould give 
iecurity for the faithful diftrihution of the ftores under the infpedion of 
the. chief governor, who (hould be a captain at lead in his Majcfty*sfer- 
vice, to refide at Cape Coaft'Caftle, and rank as major in Africa, with i oooL 
per ann.-falary, and power to adt as ajufticeof peace. The other forts 
to be commanded 6y inferior officers on lefs fal^ries* There (hould be an 
able engineer fent from the Tower, to have the immediate dircAion of 
the repairs of the forts. Such kind of regulation would be fenfible, and 
efFedually remove any jealoufy in the. merchants, and need not coft 
the public more than the. prefent allowance. I throw out thefe hints 
for others to improve upon. ^ 

I am told there are not lefs than fourteen hundred people who are made 
free in London, to vote at the next election for African committee-men, 
and not above fifty^ real traders amongft them, who, if the adl of par- 
liament was properly underflood, have a right to vote. Shameful proili- 
tution of an Adt fo \ycll intended ! Surely no gentleman will ,yote thatjs . 
jiot an aAua! trader. Tools muft do as they are bid. — What can induce 
men of any credit to take fuch unwarrantable fteps to get into the 
management of public money? It furely cannot be the fmall falary 
oply.— -The men that will probably be chofen next month, and by 
creatures of their own making, are, I am told, well known ; and I hope, 
if chofe, will next winter be brought before the tribunal of the public,^ 
to account for their condu^ \ I fliall bear a part in it as 

A WEST INDIA PLANTER. 

P. S. Why do not the rea^l African merchants of London, Briftol,. 
and Liverpool, nominate and fupport three prpper people, for each 
place, to be their committee-men $ and inftrui^: jhofe that arc chofe,. 
nay, rcc^uire it of them, to make the nccelTary regulatioos on the Coaft ? 

That 
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That there was folld grounds for Vfhit appcfkf^ in.the t)«pers 9cdt 
pUln from the foUowmg memorkl* 

. At a meeting of the fociety of Merchants tradiqg td 'jMnctt £rodi 
this port# 

Refolved, 
That the memorial of the merchants of. liOndoo trading to Africa^ 
prefented to the Rt. Hon. the Lords Commiffi<nier8 ^ Trade and Planta* 
tions on the 17 th of March laft* be publifhed fcnr the better infordiatibn of 
the public touching the grounds of the faid bill, and to prevent ^aoy 
future mifrcprefentation of them, ' ... 

To the P ft. I N t E R^ 
SIR, 

1 N compliance with (he al>ovc refolution I lake the liberty to iftcloie 
you a copy of the memorial therein mentidn^d, and to retfueft, by 

order of the focicty, you will be fo obliging to publifli tne fame, 

and am, SIR, 

Yourjnoft humble fervant. 
No. 31, Bread-Jlreef'. John Peter Demarin^ 

%) the Right Hon. the Lords Conmijtoners for Trade and Plantations. 

The Memorial of the Merchants and Traders to Africa from^ the Port of 

London, whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed. 

Humbly flieweth, 

THAT by an ad paf&d in the a ^ year of hi6 kte Maje(lyj aukled,' 
^ An A&. for extending and promoting the trade to Africa/' it was 
among other things enadcd, that all his Majefty's fubjcfts who fliall 
trade to or from any of the ports or places of Africa, (hall for e?cr here-> . 
after be a body corporate and politick,, in name and in deed^ by the name 
of the Company of Merchants trading to Africa* 

That the dlrc^io* and managennent of the afFairs of the faid coittparty 
fhould be by a committee of nitte perfons> to bechofcn dnooaUy by fueft 
of his. Majefty's fiibjeas, trading or intending to trade to or from Africa, . 

■ ^ ■ . at^ 
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ks (hovldf upon payment of the fum of forty (hillings each, be admitted 
freemen or members of the faid company, and free thereof for the (pace 
of one yean * 

'The aft aHb dtrefls three of the committee-men to be chof<%n by the 
freemen of the faid company, who (hould be made free at Liverpool j 
three others by the freemen of the faid company, who fhould be mstdq 
free at ftrlftbl -, and three others by the freemen of the faid company, who 
fhould'be made free at London. 

And by the faid adt, the commifllbners for trade and plantations are 
authorized and impowered, from time to time, in cafe any of the faid 
committee-men flialf be guilty of any mifbehaviour, contrary to the truQ 
Tnteht and meaning of this adt, to remove any of the faid committee-men, 
firft hearing them as to the truth of the charge againfl them, and tQ give 
notice to eledl others, in the room or ftead of thofe Co removed.v 

In conformity to the intention of this aft, moft of his Majefty'§ fubjedls 
then trading ' to or firom Africa, from London, Liverpool, and Briftol, 
became freemen of the fard company at thofe places refpedlively„ and 
proceeded to the eleftion of nine committee-men, who agreeable to. the 
diretflions of the faid a£t, in confequence of fuch choice, became inverted, 
in behalf of the faid company, of all the forts, caftles, canoe-men, cafjle- 
flaves, military ftores, &c. poffefled theretofore by the Royal African 
company of England, together with the power of governing, main- . 
taining, and preferving the fame j the right of appointing all officers, 
civil and miHtary, that fhould be ncceiTary for thofe purpofes ; and of 
difpofing of fiich fbms of money, as, for the purpofes aforefaid, govern- 
ment ihould- think fit to grant, and which it has fince very liberally given. 

In the fuccceding years many more of his Majefty's fubjeds trading to- 
Africa, and among the reft, the far greater part of your memorialifts 
became freemen of the f4rd company, reafonably hoping thfcreby to have 
that influence in the choice of committee-men, that it Was obvioufly the 
dcfign of the legiflature, and neceffary to the good of the African trade,. 

they as traders to Africa (hould have* 

♦ • 

But. ft) it has happened, through the arts of deflgningmen, that neither 
the votes of your memprialifts, nor thofe of all hiB MajeAy's fubjedls^ 

trading. 
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trading to Africa from Londoiii would be fafficient to procure the office 
of committee-man of that port for any perfon» however fitly qqalified i 
for under a pretence that thefe words of the faid act, " Traders .or in- 
tending to trada tQ or from Africa/' prefcribed no limits,- but that any^ 
perfon, being his Majefty's fubjeft, might and ought to be made free of 
the faid company, upon payment of forty fhillings each, to the ufe thereof; 
fuch numbers, without any regard to the diftindlion of trading or in- 
tending to trade to Africa, have been admitted to its. freedom, that all 
oppofition OQ the part of the real traders thither, to fuch iniquitous 
proceedings. Can be of no avail ; the aflual traders free of the company 
in this city not being more, as your memorialifts arc well convinced,^ 
having carefully examined the lift of freemen of the faid company for 
London, publithed in July lail, than loo at the mod, although the 
number of perfons then free thereof appears by the faid lift to.be 1043 ; 
and there have been fince that time fo many more perfons made free, that 
the total number of perfons pretending to have a right to vote for cpm?- 
mittee-men for London at the ele&ion for the year enfuing, is now in* 
creafed to 1425; much the greater part of whom, fo far from being 
African traders, are not even known to your memorialifts 5 and of thofc 
who are known to them, great numbers are evidently by their profeflionsj 
fuch as CounCellors, Attorneys, Phyficians, Surgeons, Stock-brokers, and 
Stock-jobbers, not likely to be traders to or from Africa, or to have any 
intention to trade thither; others they find to be tradefmen ferving the 
company with the goods purchafed with the public money ; their 
Secretary, and even their Porters ; perfons not yet of age> and of the 
very lowcft ftations in life, not made free at their own reqtieft, or at 
their own expence ; and fometimes even without their knowledge : and 
with fo little difguife or pretence to any regard for the rights of your 
memorialifts, or reverence to the laws, have fuch difqualified people been 
made free, that your memorialifts are well informed a fingle perfon has 
recently prefumed to fend in a lift of 160 names of people at one time, 
that he defired might be admitted to the freedom of the faid company, 
and has had them made free accordingly, although fcarce any of them 
were legally qualified. 

Your 
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, Your memorialifls have alfo authentic proof that, the cdmmittee-men for 
London, for the prefent year, Mr.James* Johrifoni Mr. Janiefe;Mill, and 
Mr. Safl^uel Bean, did. enter into an agreement on.lbe 1 2th of Sep- 
tember^ 1770, with Mr. James Bogle French, and Mr. Gilbert Rofs, 
then committee-men for the faid port, in the. following words : 

*' It is agreed between Meff. James Johnfon^ GilbertRofr,, no^ James 
Bogle French, ;, together with Samuel Bean, and Jam^s MHl, that the 
expence$ attending the lad African elci^pn,. refpe(5ting freeftien, 2cc« (hall 
be an equal charge between them: And it is further agreed by the 
parties, that they fliall unite their whole flrength upon the next and every 
fucceeding election » in fupport of three of tbe)above, as ftipulated under- 
neath, refcryipg a^» right neverthclefs tp Mr* Sam. Smith, ^as being one of 
the candidate^ vv;hen his affairs admit of it, or he has made a^refpeif^^ble 
dividend to his creditors, Mr. Samuel Bean in, that cafe having agreed to 
relinqui(h>toMrr Smith. . Signed, > 
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, ..'James Johjjson, 

^ ' ' ! '^- -^James Bogle French, 
•;..•; GiLB.BRT Rossr, 



Samuel Bean. 
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Manifeflly feeking thereby through the m'ofl cprrupt' means and 
iltcgal combination to conltitiije themfelves perpetual committee-men for 
the port of Lpridop, in the moll diredl violation of the rights of your 
mc'morTaliflsi and others, the traders to Africa from that city, and to the 
litter perverfion of a flatute Sramed pn the moft ^beral principles, and 
tcQdinjgio the greatefl comme;;ciaI advantages. ' ,/ ' 

^ Your memorialifls therefore complain of the faiJ Mr. James Johnfon, 
Mr. James Mill, and Mr. Samuel Bean, the prefent cdnimittee-men for 
the port. of London, for having. done an adl fo fubverfive pf, and oreui- 
dicial to, their rights, .and thofe of all the Iraders. to'; Africa froni this 
pQrt,iahd for being guilty therein of mifbchaviour, contrary tc^thc true 
iptcnt .and 'meaning of the aft before in part 'recited'. 

^nd therefore pray that you will be pleafcd to order^them to be re-r 
nioved ff^in' being committee-men any longer for th? port of London,' 
and to direft thdf a hew'cledlioh of others m their room may be had 

• H under 



f - ,. 



"^ 



s 



^ A. f B It Iff O IX, [G-, 1' 

mder ftich r<gulMidt)s ttt dtall pttiem the t^ttUion of ib fitgrant an 
ftbtffQ of the iilt<6t(oB of thd legiflature, and fo injurious to that tfade,' 
the-prMe^ioh atld «Xtdfiil<»n ^( which #0re the great objetSs of tti^^c^re. 




Samai/ Baiftirid^i 
AUx. Stevinfon 
Kettdetf Majcn ' 
jfafkes Twe^ 

James Lone 
Roiirt Sdrpie 

Swete Wood 
J&hn Macmiilan 
Patt Power 
Robert Eyre ^ 
Miles Sarier 



Samuel ISiJ 
Samuel Smkk 
Gilbert Frankkn 
ANbur Jones ^ 
ydba S'boolbred^ 
John P-eter Demarm 
Jihthony Bacon 
Ckrifitipber €oHft 
tf^illiafhmifon ' 
Hu^Cimnor 
WiUkm mitonr 
CbaHes Qmnor 
.Robert Macmillan 



fP^lStam Barbef^ 
John Hamittm 
J. W'arner Phipfs ' 
Ge(>: Clarke 
^6mas Pbi^ i 
John Barnard ^ 
JohnT^owtfm ' - 
mUidm Hikdley 
Jaeh-atd Teif^ 
■Robert Ftgne- 
Mkbbel Jamts 
JohnPkkett \ 
James Hambrougb 
Nicholas Lutyens. 



Henry Poole 

After this It WfiiJld be 4n injufticc to a very eminent and very worthy 
merchants nt3t to infeVt bi!9 vindication of himfelf from having any hand 
JO fuch fihifter pra£i:ices as the committeor men's agreement* . . Tjipir 
making a fort of referve ifor his )>€;in|; of the Committee was probably, done. 
tokeephim> if pofliblei frOm expodng the improprieties in t^eir condcrA, 
which they mufl: be fenfible he was welt acquainted with ; and thtit it 
was not with any reafpurpofe of fervlng him He clearly ^(hcwed by cutting 
off all pombility of oijed^ion l>y the ccjrdficate of thofe gentlemen; who 
had the in(pe€tion of his affairs,— The following letter appeared in the 
Public AdvertiAr : / 

TH^ fbcicty^ of merchants trading to Africa from this j>ort 
having pubhmed in jour paper the memorial by tl^em prefented 
to the Lords of "trade and Plantations 0)1 the 17th of 'Marcli 
lafty relative to the abu£ss which have obtained in the choice ^oF 
African cQmmittee-^men. for fdcne time paft^. and there being^in that 
Aieaiorial fet fpfth anagrcement^'dated September ^i^, .1776^.^ w^^ 
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I tm oieotjbncd 10 ftidi mmBs^$ th$i it Qi»yii^ HippoUA I wm a pftrty 

tbdDcto. lo ordttr to presfont any fuch ii|i£ippfieheQ£ofl, I think k 

/ expedient fto declare, that agreement v/zs^vmAs m^utmykfmfkdg^p 

and tbM Inev^r hew'd thrtwof until April i77/, «^hfO fcwpfi^l^f my 
fricAd^ thtnkiog it ptop^r I ^uH 9ff^r my£^lf » cwdid»te fof thf: pffioQ 
p /ao AfriMn s^fiCBinittee^imn :t£ the flc^Jon th«n e^f^iog, J went to <?0^ of 
the five gentlemen who had figned the agreement aforefaid to folicit hb :Vpt» 
afid inte<'e& faivong; as } itnagintti; ti4omhkpouni for th^ eicpQ(^tjon 
of Wth from JMm io fuppart of my jffi^tm^mi* This g9.otjetnAOj <o my 
great furprij^e^ lold me be ccmld not corojply witb mgrfeqi^ft j $nd ^poa 
my prcBing bloo firther, pcaduced thi$ agfeenMSit ^l^AvcmentifiDed m xhc 
caufe of his refufaL I had no fooner read it than perceiving it WM 
p0ejiidici4 ^ iny f ^ttatifin> and injuridua ti) the. publk i9 ill s^aoifeA. 
defign, I espoftukted with.hioi iipofi ils cc>jEit^ot$« ^ut to no purpofe ; 
ke tcpljing^ that in thi» a»ft hf wmild opt ^^ from his ei^;igemeot^ nor 
coaldhe gi\«j9USAi!iy aflidiaott oot«l,'fljgQtfftaUe!ii;);tbcieoorpf ic *^Ibi4 
made a refjpedfcifak difickad t|> any ;cretlittv^'! ii'.^onMs it appeared 
a little extraocfioaigr io i»e dbst tfacie ifiare{feademooihiuild,heib.eX'« 
oeediogly careful .of tmattcra in ivkijik tkey ivene no wsiy ijnieroiled. 
Detficminod to Aiip .nff itUis maik, J nanoodRrated )that I pottld a^d AiouXd 
have made a very refpeiftablc ditidbttdfto toy. lettditors^ ^had. oot.tke 
gentlemen infpedors into my affairs thought it proper^ through un« 
common friendship and confidence in me^ to fend out to Africa to afifort 
my efifedls there, goods to a confiderable amount, purchafed with the 
money appertaining to my eftate, inftead of dividing.it immediately 
amongft the creditors, who . had confented to their doing fo and invefled 
them with the ppwer ncccifary for that end. That this might not reft 
on my word alone, and to remove, as I thought, any objedion, I applied 
to the gentlemen appointed infpe<5toP8 into my afFaits, who, with their ^ 
accuftomed goodntfft, gav^^me the following 4e(Hnxony in wiping : 

** Thefe arc to certify whdm it may concern, that 'Mr. Samud Smith^ , 
of the Old Jewry, merchant, as an adl of jaftice and prudence 
towards his creditors, as well as^his own famllyi ftopt payment ; 
we, as principal creditors> at (he defire of an unanimous general [ 
meeting, took upon us the infpedlion and direction of his affairs." 

H 2 **^ On 
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'^ On examining hie booksv which were fettled in a very few days, we 
found every tranfadioq regular andfair, and have not fince on farther 
examinations found any errors. > 

. Upon the balance of his affairs it clearly appears that he ought to- 
have, after paying all his debts, a very good fortune remaining without 
taking into the account any profits afifing from his extenfive trade to 
Africa. 

That he has more effects at his fettlements, and on board his ihips 
now at Africa and America, than will pay all his debts, which is acknow-> 
ledged by his partner Richard Brew, Efq; of Annamaboe, who intends 
to fend off flaves fufficient for that purpofe in the courfe of this and 
next year. ... 

■ Being fatisfied of Mr. Smith's integrity and good condud, alfo of 
the honour and hbnefty of his partner Mr. Brew, we (agreeable to the 
powers invefted in us) have fent out upwards of 26,oool. value ixi 
goods," &c. to afibrt the goods in his fadories on the coaft of Africa, 
which, together with ii,oool. ad:ualty paid to creditors ^who.had 
fecurities, would have reduced liia debts more than one half* ^ 

As Mr. Smith has adted with fo much honour, refolution, i and 
diligence, to do juftice to all the. world, we think him eligaUe to hold and 
exercife any employment of trputatibD and.trufl:. 

C. Birch, 



London, April 30, 1 77 r . 



Thomas Suttpn, 
Robert Allen, 

r 

Alexander Anderson, 

, » . » 

Martin Petrib,' 
'Charles Eastgate.*' 



; Ope . would have thought, , after producing this certificate, every 
objedion or di^culty on the part of the five gentlemen who (igned the 
agreement would have been obviated and removed, but it had no fqch 
eScdt- They continued to fupport each other, and were the chief people 
who oppofed my election laft year, for reafons beft known to fome of 
themfelves, and more than gue03sd at by the merchants concerned, in the 

African 
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African trade, and by me, who have had the honour of being formerly 

a member of the African committee for London and Briilol feveral 

years# I am, 

Your moft humble fcrvant, 

SAMUEL SMITH. 



Old Jewry f June 30, 



[H. ] 



Extracts from a Pamphlet publijhed by Mr. Tweed, a Gentleman wb$ 
rejided upwards of Fifteen Tears in Africa^ which Jhews the miferable 
Condition of the Forts, the Arts of the Governors , and other Abufes 
worthy attending to, on the Coafi. 

I Come now to a point which I hope will merit attention ; as I dare 
fay adminiftration, and the nation in general, have understood it, and 
looked upon it, in a very different point of view to what it really is : 
I mean the fituatioii of the forts and fettlemcnts on the Gold Coaft of 
Africa. I am forry \o fay, that they are in almoft every refpedl a dif- 
grace to the nation. They lie like a heap of rubbifli — a neft for filth and 
vermin — —without influence, degraded and ftigmatized, as mere 
burlefques on fortification ; laughing flocks for Europeans, and the deri« 
fion of the natives. loflead of fupporting the dignity of the nation, they 
fully and difgrace it. The governors or cliiefs, taniely and difpiritedly, 
have fuflFered Britlfh fubjefts to be grofsly iiifulted, Vi^y flogged, under the 
muzzles of their guns, in fight of their half-flarved centries with arms in 
their hands ; and have bore the infults of the haughty natives, when with 
menaces they dared them to refent it. And fb greatly difpirited are thefc 
poor wretches of foldiers, that they arc the next flcp to inanimate beings. . 
The poor pittance of putrid fait jprovifion which they are allowed, (hough 
they pay very exorbitantly for it, contrary to the allowance and intention of 
government, is fcarce fufHcient to fuftain life j and their meagre pitifyl 
countenances plainly indicate the fcenes of-mifery and want to which 
they arc fubjefted ; having often had the misfortune of being lorded over' 
by a fet of unfeeling beings, whofe hearts are fleeled againft fympathy, 
and every other Chriflian or fbcial virtue. Wealth is the deity they 

worfliip ; 
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worfhip ; and do chey only accomplUb' that end, national bonoar. 

national intercA^ or national influenccj are quite beneath their confidera* 

tion. They receive a falary for doing their own bufinefs ; and the ware-v 

houfes, craft, and ftrvants of the public, are all fubfervient to their ends 

and purpoj&s. From this general rule, there may, no doubty foe fome 

exceptions ; but it is manifeft^ and paft all contradidion, that it has been 

too often the cafe ; and it can eafily be inade appear, that inflead of the 

forts being in any degree ferviceable^ or their chiefs affording any fuccour 

to the Britifh trader of interefls, they have, from their (elf^interefted 

views, been highly detrimental to it by obftrufting the dipping in their 

purchafes. 

It will naturally occur to afk, from what means thefe c<iniplai««B and 

grievances arife^and under whofe care and management the African affairs 

are conduced and carried on ? The anfwer of courfe muft be. that there 

- ' • * 

is a committee chofen by the merchaats, who are by a£l of parliament 
admitted, for the more eflfedual extenfion of die A£:ican trade^ on pay- 
ing in to the coounittee's fecretary forty (hillings, and half a crown &g 
perquifite. The majority of Suffrages in this body conilitutes a commit- 
tee-4na& : but though the intention is or^nally good, it is often like! 
other matters of the Jcind bafely iiibverted to finifter purpo&^ Far in- 
ilance, a tooth^^draw^r ^r mountebank^ on paying this paltJ^r fun^ he- 
comes <)uaHfied to vote for whom he 4nay be in&oence^, even for the ju^ 
dinary of Newgate, or fexCon of St« Giles's, ihould they {uit up as candi- 
dates; indeed, had ever either <or both tbefe perfoxutges bctn chafen» 
their knowledge of Africa would only have proved tantamount to many 
of the refpedlabk gentlemen who have ^filled thatoiffice ; and, if we may. 
judge from tieir cond^d, would neither have expoied themielves fo 
much/or would have x:omautted foch arrant blunders. But to proceed-^-r 
This committee is to confifl: of three for London^ three for Liverpool, 

IB t 

and threq for firiftol. They are to fqperintend and manstge all the affairs 
relative to the public forts and iettlements in Africa (Senegambia ex-^ 
ccpted) ^nd to give fuch diredions and orxlers to the governor? and chiefi^, 
as may be oonducive to the national iater/sfls and ^cedit abroad. . They,, 
in confe^oencc, ore to indent for 6ich ftones^and jgoods as inayvbe thought 

need- 
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needful to be fentout, either as repairs or other maintenance of the forts ; 
but it is an indifputable fadl, that thefe cqmnxittee gentlemen have often, 
nay generaUy^ been conncftcd with the goverjwrs and chiefs abrpad^ on 
tha trading fy ftem ; by which means fuch a natural fympathy has fub- 
fifted between them, that the fupplies have been wifely calculated for 
very particular purpofes^ as well as confiderable aflbrtments fen t over in 
the fame bottoms, for which the public pay freight. 
-V/htn parliament eftablifhed the committee, it was ena£ted, that the 
Itecounts relative to their di/burfements (hould be audited before the Ex- 
chequer i and alfb, upon proper notice by advertifement, they (hould 
fubmit them to the infpedion of any number or committee of their con^ 
ftituents : but Co much has this valuable branch been negledted, that they 
have been left to their own dice£tion> and have no doubt availed them** 
felvesof it. 

Since the commencement of the prefent peace, our natural enemies 
und' rivals the French have been afliduous, and have ufed every piece of 
chicane and k)w conning, . wherd^y to worm us out of the trade ; by 
infinuating to the natives, that if. they cc^ld by any means get quit of 
the Englifli, they would put it on a very advantageous footing for f&em. 
The natives Tcry ihrewdly anfwered, that the Engliih were (he moft likdy 
to' extirpate tlieioleljees ; hecanfe, if they kept bidding upon each other, 
they wmdd Ibod ra^«i/p themfelves. 

The Africans are in general crafty, cvmmng, great maft^^ of diffimti- 
iatioo, fedulous ia accomplifhing their ends, volatile and bigottod in 
thdr QpimoDS, unftable in their friendfliips, treacherous where intcreft 
intcarMnes, dopes to luxury, great lovers and adoiirers of pomp and gau« 
dtnefti, tbou^ naturally mean in their difpofitions. Tliey are prone to 
feiBoos,; viery i^efeatful s but they H/vould rather wait for a fair opportu- 
nity to be revenged on their adverfary, iy taking an advantage, than to 
fl^rd him a fair iiianc^. They are akqoft geperally and naturally tihieves> 
thott^h they ai;^ W^ te be difcovered ; butt» .what js rai;ber remarkably 
-when matter; a^lt put undier tbelrii^t they m comoion prove faithful. ^ 

The maoagement of ^he Governors of the Forts meritis attention : 
TJfte governor ef Cape -Goad haying ji falary of 8ool. per annum, the 

gover- 
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governor of Annamaboe 400I. and the other chiefs lool. each, which 
they pick and cull out of the primefl, and moft commanding articles, 
fent out by the committee, on which they trade for themfelves, and the 
governor of Cape Coafl: always having contrived in, the courfe of. the 
year to bring the public in his debt, by charging repairs for the forts, and 
other etceteras, as alfo for arrears paid to his predecefTor, which fwallows 
up almofl the whole fupply fent out in the annual fhip by the committee j 
and this they^ urge as fome excufe for treating the inferior fervants 
ill, by paying their falaries in refufe goods, and often employing the 
clerks, ferjeants, nay even the foldiers of the forts, to aA for them in 
the inland parts, and by their influence with the natives, prefents made, 
and other machinations, they ob(lru£t and intercept the purchafes of the 
(hipping, and the regular courfe of trade ; while the poor utihappy foldi* 
ers, inferior fervants, and low artificers are paid with the dregs of the 
goods; by which they are barely able to purchafe a very fcanty pittaoce 
of the worft, and mod putrid forts of provifions ; thro' which hardships 
they fpin out the miferable reverfion of a life not worth enjoying> and 
which rarely exceeds an annual period. 

The (hipping, being clogged with heavy outfits, wear and tear, inter-^ 
efl of money, infurance, &c. are often obliged to pay the chiefs perr 
haps from fifteen to twenty, nay twentyrfive per cent, advance on all the 
(laves they buy of them, notwithflanding they have little oriahy rifqae^ 
and have; fire, ' candles, lodging, and wafhing* befides^ware^houfes, la- 
bourers, artificers, canoe«men, magasiines, canoes, and every expehce 
of the fort found them at the public expence. Neither coarfe goods or 
brandy fufiicient are indented for by the governors ; and part of the pro? 
vifions which have been fent out, by apparently authentic intelligence) 
have been fold to the Dutch for gold, which is the governor's privatf 
emolument, while the foldiers and inferior fervants,' are kept half the 
year in a (larving condition, their wages being paid them in goods that 
have been bandied from fort to fadory, till they are in an uhfaleable 
(late. On what they can procure for thefe they muft live, • or (Varve for 
want; an alternative (hocking to thought, and a difgraceto humanity. 
The quantity of Engli(h brandy ordered out annually from the commit- 
tee^ 
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ice, hot being above 8 to i 0,000 gallons, and the confumption at leaft 
20,000, thefurplusiis found by the commit tee's fervants; for which they 
•p4y themfclvcs out of the prime articles of the goods, charging at the 
-rate of .fix (hillings per gallon for what cofts twenty pence, excluHve of 
another very advantageovis brewery, which, if report (and I mean no 
paltry report) is true, upwards of twenty per cent, is advantaged by it. 
From' this circuroftance it is demonftrable to a certainty, that there is a 
lofsto the public anoually, of upwards of fixteen hundred pounds. 

The article of Portuguefe tobacco they alfo make a pretty advantage 
of, as the committee's fervants, and foldiers have been generally paid 
one fourth part of their wages and falaries in it^ and their flaves onehalf. 
. This tobacco, from authentic accounts, may and has been laid, in from 
Portuguefe fhips at about three pounds fterling per roll ; but v^*hen bought 
with filefias or cowries^ at about thirty- five (hillings per roll; and the 
governors of Cape Coaffc have iy tbeir indents availed themfelves of this 
circumftance, having a falvo re^dy in excufe, that thefe articles were in- 
tended for the Whydah fettlement. This tobacco, when it happens td 
be a commanding article^ is fold to the fervants and foldiers at two (hiU 
lings and fix pence per fathom, or fix pounds fiveihillings per roll, each 
roll running firom fifty to fixty fathoms. This being purchafed with 
public fupplies, brought on (hore by the committee's canoes and fervants^ 
it would appear but reafonable, that the public (hould. reap the advantage 
of all fiich bargains. On a fuppofition, that it would require five hun« 
dred rolls per annum to fupply all the forts, this might be purchafed 
{fommumbus anrfis) for cowries, at thirty-five (hillings per roll, which 
will be about nine hundred pounds fterling for the whole ; and as it is 
retailed to the fervants of every clafs at two (billings and fix pence the 
fathom^ or fix- pounds five (hillings the roll, amounting in the whole to 
three tboufand one hundred and twenty-fivp pounds, Coaft chrrency, or 
two thoufand two hundred and! thirty pounds (lerling, it will appear that 
upwards of one thoufand three hundred pounds flerling is annually loft to 
the public on this article. 

Befides the articles of brandy and tobacco, the governors reap np in*: 
coniiderable advantages from the bng coarfe goods^ as fucb are only adapted • 
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for purchafe of f>rovifioiis, the prime £orts^ as has been pointed out, being 
rendered fubfervient to more interefled piirpofes. Now fuppofe we onlj 
allow the fum of five hundred pounds fterling which might be faved, by 
lending out coarfe goods in room of flriped taffatiesy pullicats, &c. where^ 
by they rWal and overbid the fair trader; this, with the annual fums 
which as before fpecified might be faved on the brandy and tobacco, 
would amount to upwards of three thou&nd pounds per annum faving to 
the public i which fum, I fliould humbly prefume^ would be an objed 
well worthy antmadverftonon the pre£ent fyftem, being, as can be proved, 
founded on notorious faints, and the calculation under what with truth 
and propriety it might be carried tD. 

As I muft adopt two different methods^ whereby to remove the evils 
io obviouily fet forth, I iball fird begia with a iuppolitioa whidv I think,, 
will be highly neceflary ; that is, to pot the fbrts in a proper repaic > thit 
apparently betog the firik 6byc£k to be confidered* With regs-d ta de^ 
fending and. garri^DniDg them; afterwards, nulitary gentlemen would be 
beft, as they bave neither natural, or we will fuppofi^any acquired ideas of 
commerce,, and, if fent out under proper reflriiSixss and regulations, 
think thcf e appears no ill confequences to be dreaded from their inter** 
ftfiiig in that refpe£t; and confeqaently the flaves and other produces;. 
BOW ibreftaUcd and monopolized by the forts,, would ciixulate amongji 
a^d be piKchaibd by the {hipping and^r tradbrs,, at near twenty per cenu 
cheaper*. 

The troops garrtfbnirig iht fosta (honld be relieved pttnOoalfy eueiy 
three years ; and a tax might be laid on ftavea and jyory, in order. tc» aid 
die payment pf the military eftabliihrnent,. and keep the forts in MpaifF^ 
The mfittary gettfen^eit cctidd be foppo&d to ham no intrigues with the 
natives rel^ttxvc to trade;, ncc woidd make ufe of any chkane, whereby 
tD wooor the ihq>piag or fair trader out of it > at the fame time they? 
would &ttle and compromife any difputes between their volute people and 
^ natives^ vrith mere impartiality and candour than people whofe felf- 
views in every refpeft have infiuenced the conduct, and who have beeiv 
r«ther apt to foment than tm iiq^poefs diilurfaancea and jesdouiies^ The 
captain general at comoaander ia chief might be inmiled with afitlte^ 
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- I^otoecr^ of a juftice of the peaoe« and iiavc n true aed autlieatic jooriml 
kept of all the tranfadions, civil ^«3 wdU as tniliuryj which (Snajr occur j 
copies €f wbiph ihpvkl b^ tranfrnittedi figned by liim» to di« &a:etar/ 
«0f war,^ aad nf ^^ad$i or to fom^ :0f the l^etsotes jof ilatc. , 

^FrofiA the delenGe^pilivafee traders would rccdtve from the military, and 
iDQ . which they could ;rely^ they woold be induced to iettle> and cjcteud 
their trader as ^osn !(k0m : th.ey coigbt ftx^tGt iomje &kc^nx i whereas 
from the committee, and their fervahfi^ tbcgr^hwqtob ofteti e;zperienced 
the ^erveitioB of their fcheiD^Sf ;and fuJbveriioa <pf their trade in genecd. 

On every einergedcy the forfsi Mobile under mUitary government and 
dii'e^Aioa, would be; m^e properly defended^ the nation's hofiour and 
Reputation would appear wi(h more confpicuous . edat^ (be pieiibna and 
4e^<£te of Mv6nturer$ would be better fecured .and prote&ed, and they 
>^ould on all^occafioDS have the chance of recoiviug. more afiiilaQce from 
the military gentlemen, than any other* 

. -A military fQ%9^ wpiild..awe the feattidn achl natives lotp a imore 
4:egtt^r and implicit obedijmce than the prefent x:ivil eftsibMimentxould^ 
do I and would prevent muliny and de&rtion among the (hips crewf> 
which fo frequenlJly happen^ and prove dellrudtive to voyages in that 
country^ 

His ixiajeily's jtrQctps^ fr^m being Well fupplied with provifions^ weU 
clothed^ kept cletin^ a^d pr(]f)erly tkercifc4 wioiild continue more vigorous 
pnd healthy^ and in ^knefs would be better fupplied with medictiifiB 
fl^d npuri0raient# thaa a fet. of udiappy creatures^ whb experience 
BothiQg but mifery*. rragSy ijdnking provifion» and .unwholibme liquors ^ 
by which meanjSi I am weU informed^ that near forty out of ibrty^^eight 
£>ldiei;$ havi?..pefi(hed frbtn the beginning of March to the end of 
M^y i77)9* But thisfliould not alarm or deter the tfx>ops« as the climate 
cm ^ Qqld Coaft is in general wholfome/ only themircoridadibefore 
fpopi^Sied tccDUOti for the gkieait and fudden mortality of the people^ 
which cataftrophe itaight in future be much alleviated^ as the country 
prediloes excellent fifh, poultry^ and other freih provifions> as alfo greens» 
fruits^ and roots of a falubrious and refreshing nature. 
, Should -thefe aflertions have any weight, and be adopted, I am 
convinced matters would be much altered for the better to what they 
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now are, and fomc fmall tax on the purchafcs of the fhipping might 
. be laid towards roaintainiDg the forts. 

\ All orders for years paft, fent from the committee,- are not 6niy ioofely 
worded, but they leave thdr &rvantsto explain the ads of p^rliameht ift 
fuch manner, as may condude to their own private ends and porpefes^ 
confequently they have been quite difr^arded, aCls of parliament hlive 
been ietaiide, and thcfe gentlemen have aded as iiF filbordinate to no 
rcftridlion', regulation; orcontfoul. ■ ^ * 

The ruinous fituation of the windward trade is obvious, flave^ being 
now purchafed, there at upwards of double tbe price to what they were 
in the yean 1756. • Numbers of lives hfivei been loft by boats and veffels 
being cut; off; atid their crews wantonly butchered by the natives with 
^impunity, 'aided and aflifted by if fet of white renegadoes, who have 
^abandoned their couptry, and relinquiflied every degree of honour^ 
honefty, and order, 

• The great and principal bane a6 the windward trade has been^the 
French, contradis for negroes fince the^pe^ce, as the EngUfl!i ttontra^ftor 
was, by the agreement ftipulated, laid under a heavy penalty on de- 
murrage of the French (hips.; by which means he was drove to th6 
neceffity of fending craft into every river and creek in the country, in 
• border to procurp flavei-at any, if ever fo extravagant, k price;, of which 
the natives foon difcovercd how to avail tliemfelves: The other fhlps iA 
the. trade were confequently obliged" to follow- the fame rules, by which 
the natives ^ became enrfched, of couffe haughty and infolent, thefhip- 
f«ng niade ruinous ^ and deftruAiwe; voyages, iJbmetiiMesibfar asGnkirig 
the wholeij the* fea-men: by. going bp^the ri'vcr^> confequently expofed to 
the fcorching heat of the fun l?y day, and the chilly ftinking fogs by 
night in thefe unhealthy and inhofpitable regionsi foon loft- thdj# lives, 
and the nation: was deprived of a humbet of hardy bra^e feltows, who,' if 
preferved, might have proved of iniin&tei fervice CO tfaeir farereign snd 

benefit to their country. 

This branch of trade, if under proper regulations, might provj? very 

fcrviceable and beneficial to the natipn.. As there afe a g^eia^.m^ny very 
populous empiresand kingdoms extended along the coaft;,. and :rfaching 
above fix;. weeks journey inland, thefc diA"<3:s are governed by princes of 

a warlike 
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a warlike and atchieving turn, confequently a number of negroes and 
other commodities muft- come to market, and would greatly conduce to 
the confumption of our manufadures, at the fame time that, by contrasts 
with foreigners being abolijhed^ and our trade carried on in our own 
bottoms, and imported into our own colonies, we ftiould foon bid fair 
for being the principal, if not the only exporters of any note; and 
foreigners muft apply to us in a courteous manner, for the African 
produces of various forts. The contrails with the French employed" 
feveral hundred tons of their fliipping, confequently, muft have been very 
detrimental to this maritime country. T^he French officers ' and feamen 
became well acquainted 'with all the foundings, harbours, and conveniencies jof 
the countty, and by their artful: infinuations, tinfel prefer! ts, and fly 
fcrutinies, they became acquainted with and favourites of the natives, 
taking that opportunity to pave the way aglinft a future day^ when they 
{hould throw off the maik, and become adventurers themfelves. 

I (hall here give a brief abftrad: of the terms, on which the contradls 
were^formed, and fubmit it to public cohfideration. 

A. contrads with- B. for (wewill fuppofe) fifteen hundred negroes,, 
deliverable in twelve months, at four different periods, and at the ftipu- 
lated price .of 22I. fterling for every merchantable negro; two- thirds of 
thefe to be ihales, one-third females. 

• On the delivery of three hundred and fifty negroes the affortment will, 
run one hundred and twenty prime men, not to exceed twenty- feven years 
of age, is near as can be judged ; eighty boys, four feet four itiches and 
upward 5 thirty^four boys,- from three feet ten inches to four feet three 
inches ; ftiventy women, not to exceed twenty- four years of age, according 
to the judgment of the parties; twenty- five women girls, that is, be- 
tween v<romen And girl?; twehty-ohe girls, from four feet to four. feet 
three inches. In cafe A. ctonot fulfil this agreementi he obliges himfelf ' 
*to pay and aecount'for to B. 9I. fterling for every flave lie falls fliort in the 
ftipulated number. The (hip which B; •fends to receive thefe three 
hundred and'fifty negroes, is by agreement to remain two calendar morrths 
oh that part of the coaft, iwhere the* parties agree to kt):d. htt} during 
vrhich'time, (hould not B. be able to furnifli the ftipulated quantity of ne- 
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grpes, before the expiratioo of the two months after the ihip's arrival^ the 
ihipmuft lie at the rate of 30L Actling per Jiem demurrage: and for tlie 
ratification of thegeneral terms^ and conditions of the agreement^ the par-, 
tics become bound in the penalty of 5000L fterling. 

From this it is obvious^ that the £ngli£h contra£tor muft fufnifh the 
ikves at any advanced price, rather than incor the penalties ftipulated* 
To defcend to a particular circumftance, which may ferve to illuArate the 
matter; in the year 1763, negroes could be purchased for fixty tofeventy 
bars> on an am^rage 1 one cargo in particular was laid in at fifty- four bars^ 
confiAing of two hundred and eighty to three hundred and forty ilaves ; 
whereasyfrom the before fpecified cauies» they have^ fince that period»rofe 
to the amazing price of one hundred and twenty bars, which is almoit 
one hundred per cent, in the fpace of feven years. 

To remedy this let it be ordered^ Firft, That the 4:aptaios cf hi$ 
majeily's (hips who (hall be fent on that flatigUt (hall be direded to 
enquire of the agents of JBance ifland, in the river Sierra LeoB;^ and of 
the mailers of fuch fhips as may be then trading on that par, tpf th^ 
coaft, the names> places of reiidence,. and chara£bers of all the vs^te 
reiidentcrs in the country, and to confult with then^t w^ ^re/ and wiit 
are not 9 detrimental to the trade ; as diere are fome of probity and worth 
among them» it would be unfair to put them on a. level: after thiy 
iicrutiny^ let them be commanded 7;^ bis majefiy's name^ and asbisfubje£isf 
to repair on board the king's (hip, and be made acquainted with the re* 
(bludoos^ to. which they mail be obliged to pay the moft ftridt compliance^ 
And as it is probable they will urge the neceflity bf fooie'trme tp. fettle 
their a6fairS| and realize their effe^s, I would propofe^ that this indulgence 
fhould be made to extend fo far as the exigency of their affairs, upon pro* 
per proof, would require : and to leave hoAag^s for* th^if removal again(l 
the time appointed. The hodages^ (hould they not be Redeemed before 
the king's (hip departs^ to be put in ciurge of the agents of 3ance iilan4i 
or on board fuch (hip or fhips^ as will fee the agreement punAu^Ily ratifiU 
ed, otherwife thefe ho(biges (whom we will admit to be a part ilaves) 
ihallforthe firA tranfgrefliaa of their principal, be indulged with two 
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months grace ; hut, if not properly releafed in that time, to be confifcated^ 
and their value appropriated to public ufe. 

Secondly, As it is prefumptive, that the natives will endeavour Xa 
Icreea and prote<^ the white men in their feveral diftriAs, the white men 
being fome of them their pandars in villahy, the men of war muft in that 
ca(e ftop fome of the natives who are freemen of either that nation or fomc 
nation adyoining, which will procure the delivery of the white men, on 
telling the natives, that king George has demanded, and muji have bii 
peopk. 

Thirdly, It would be highly neceflary to have a tenable well built fort 
on cape Sierra Leon, where nature has already done a great part of the 
work, and where wood, ftone, and other materials, would wijh eafy labour 
be got near at hand to carry on the works ^ while the Oy fter banks of Com- 
maranka,. but ^ fmall diflance off, would fnpply (hells whereof to 
make lime*. This fort might be eafily garrifoned by part king's troops 
7xA black men trained to arms^ ^nd might be fo conftruded, as to 
oommand the channel into the river, as the fhips mufl come within two 
or ihnee mufqnet ihot of it ; at the fame time that it would icour the 
woods, and prevent the approach of an enemy on one fide, while the 
other face and baftions would prevent any of their ffaips from advancing 
or kniding from the fouth wand. 

FoartMy, I would propodfe that this fort fhoaild be commanded by 
a chi^ governor and deputy, with a fecrttary, clerks, and warchoufe- 
keeper ; a proper engineer, with mafons, artificers, and hbourers, to cany 
im the works; and the governor and principal officers to have genrecl 
falaries, fufficient to maintain them without trading. 

The wareboufes and flave-rooms flionld ferve as fefe places for the 
(hipping, and other adventurers to lodgit their goods in ; and all drf-- 
pitfe^ between white people vtn^ the natives, ihoold be fettled and ^^^ 
jttfted, by the intcrpofition and mediation of the governor and officers of 
the fort. 

Fifthly, The governor of the fort flioold be allowed at all times to 

porchafe rice and other provifionr, and (hould fell what overplus could be 

fp^ed from the-ufir of the fbrt, to the fliipping, on being^allbwed either 

a eommifiion or reafonable profit on the fame* 

Sixthly,. 



lafee 



64. A . P P E N D r X. t H. ] 

Sixthly, That every (liip trading within one hundred leagues, and every, 
other adventurer within that diftri<S, fhould pay ten {hillings ftcrling, on 
cveiy flave they purchafe, and five (hillings on every hundred weight of 
ivory, which fliould alfo go towards the iDaintenancc of the forts, &c. 
and n^iould be paid in bills drawn on the ihip's hufband by the refpedive 
captains or purfers of the (hips there trading, to the order of fomc perfon 
orperfons in England, appointed to receive and tnanage the fame; and the 
captains fo to bargain with the natives, as to make them allow this tax 
in the price of the commodities. Bance ifland, bein^ a fortified fcttle- 
ment, to be excluded in every refpeft from thefe taxes^ or other regula«> " 
tions, except what may affedl the prices and police necelTary in trade^ 
which will be the advantage of the place to obferve. 

Seventhly, That every mafler of a trading veflel, on £ni(hing his trade» 
flull furni{h the governor with a true account of his purchafe ;n (laves* 
ivory, camwood, &c. fpecifying the time he has lain on the .coaft, the 
average prices every article has cofl him, and the number of men he may 
have loft by mortality or otherwife ; all which to be tranfmitCed* figned 
by the governor, to the board of trade, and if needful fubmitted to public 
infpe£tion. The fhip's name, the port flie belongs to, and the (hip's 
hufband's name (hould alio be fpecifi^d, and an account fent home twice 
every year. By this means, the board of trade, and the nation in general, 
would have it in their power to difcern, with fome degree of certainty, 
what advantage ic would be of^ and adventurers would be able to regulate 
their meafures accordingly. 

Cape Sierj?a Leon lies in as h^thy and pleafant a (ituatioti as is to be met 
with in Africa. The river abounds with various kinds of delicious &(h, 
the forefts yield great variety of lafting and ufeful timber, tropical fruits, 
|>alm wine and oil ; and the oppoiite fhore of BuUom furnifhes rice, poul-* 
^ly* greens, roots, and fiuits in great abundance, fome goats and (heep, 
as well as plenty of deer« wild hogs, and buffaloes, which are alio to 

be found on the mountains of Sierra Leon Lions, tygers, jackalls, 

and elephants abound in the woods, but feldom prove oSenfive in the 
fettlemetits. At the fort they might raife hogs, poultry, and cattle in 
abundance, and jack^aifes might be brought from the Cape de Verd iflsnds, 

to 
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\o bring (lone, fand, and materials to the fort. On the whole, it is a 
place naturally fituated for a prate£tion to (hipping and trade^ which 
might be extended under a fafeguard much further, and to greater advaii- 
tage than it has ever yet been. In war-time particuldrly, it would be 
highly ferviceable^ as upwards of two hundred fail of (hipping might an- 
chor in good ground under tuition of the fort, and be fupplied with good 
water and other conveniencies from the (hore. 

As to the province of Senegambia, I (hall only beg leave to make one 
remark regarding that fettlement, and I think it is a very ftriking one* 
The wife (cheme of government to fecure the gum trade> fo ufeful in our 
manufadures, has been in a great meafure defeated by the avarice of felf- 
interefted men> who have fcnt gum from Senegal diredlly to foreign mar- 
kets, and have imported foreign goods from foreign ports, contrary to 
adl of parliament, and to the great detritiient of the fair trader. Thefc 
are well known fads> and which may be ca(ily remedied in future. 

My obfervations I have made from an experience, refulting from aU 
moft twenty years connexion with that country, fixtecn of which, all 

but three months, a refident in it. 

« 

I (hall now conclude with only obferving, that whatever adminidra- 
tion or body will exert themfelves in redreiCng the fatal inconveniencies 
to which the trade is fubjedled, will merit the applaufe and good wi(he$ 
of their cotemporaries and fellow fubjeds, as it will be the means of 
giving bread to thoufands, and an advantage to pofterity. 

I hope (before I die) to fee fome great man in power, who will make 
the immenfc continent of Africa his ftudy, from whence commercial 
advantages may arife to Great Britain, far beyond our prefent imagina- 
tion i but this fubjedt Would be a volume of itfelfi 
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Letters from Richard Brew, Efqi to fever al Merchants at Liverpool ^ pointhg 
out the abufes of the Committee and their Servants , and wijhingfor another 
EJiablifhment. 

Cafle Brewj Annamaboe^fuly i, 1770. 

Gentlemen, 

T Am much pleafed to find by your letter of the 28th of February, that 
the African merchants of London, Briftol and Liverpool, have at laft 
taken the alarm, and feem determined upon fuch alterations as will put 
this once valuable trade upon a more eligible footing than it has hitherto 
been. 

In my laft to you upon African affairs, I promifed to furnifli you with 
fome more hints, relating to the prefent eftabliftiment, and will now en- 
deavour to illuftrate a few of the moft ftriking ; to convince you how ne- 
ceffary a change in the prefent fyftem is towards preferving this trade to 
the Britifti Nation, and putting the forts and fettlements upon a more re- 
fpedlable footing. 

From the commencement of the prefent fyftem. of government, in the 
year 1750, to Odlober 1763, when Mr. Bell quitted the Coaft, I dare 
venture to affirm, there has not been lefs than thirteen thoufahd flaves pur- 
chafed and fold at Cape Coaft Caftle, and from Oftober 1763, when Mr. 
Mutter commenced governor, to the prefent July 1770, I will alfo take 
upon me to fay, there has not been five hundred flaves purchafcd at that 
place; a melancholy circumftance I'that the trade of our principal fettle- 
ment on the Gold Coaft fliould be fo ftiamefully negleded and reduced' 
in fo (hort a fpace of time, and that, by the fupineiicfs (not to call it by a 
worfe name) of our late governors, our Dutch neighbours ftiould be fuf- 
fered to engrofs fo confiderable a part of this valuable trade. 

As you will be naturally led to afk why thofe gentlemen fhould neg- 
ledl their own intereft, and not ufe all the means in their power to im- 
prove their fortunes by fair trade, I will take upon me to give you the 

m 

only and true reafon. 

When a gentleman fucceeds to the government of Cape Coaft, his for- 
- tune fcldom amounts to more than 1500 or 20ooh and this fum with his^ 

emoluments 
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emoluments as governor, he finds barely fufficient to defray the contingent 
expences, md furnifhings of tobacco, rum, &c. for the firftyear; and in- 
deed thofe expeinces have been fo enormous for thefc feven years paft, that 
great as the emoluments of the governors are, they have been fcarce fuffi- 
cient to fupport the forts, from the failing of one committee's fhip till the 
arrival of another : therefore, as it is plain their capitals are not fufficient 
to carry on trade, and to defray the exceffive expences of the forts and 
buildings, which are and have been carrying on for thefe laft feven years, 
one or the other muft be given up j and as it is notorious every governor 
of Cape Coaft makes at leaft 3 cool, fterling certain, by his furnifliings 
and other no lefs fhameful methods, v^e are not to wonder that he pre- 
fers thefe methods to trade, which is attended with trouble, rifque, and 
expence, and the event is often precarious ; befides it has been the praftice 
of eV6ry governor for thefe feven years paft, to invert every fliilling he 
could poffibly fpare (from his' furnifliings, before mentioned) into up 
country, or what we call Duncoe Haves, which are immediately put on 
the works, and the public charged 12I. per annum for each ; fo that it is 
impoffible to expeft trade can ever flourifli again at Cape Coaft, whilft 
the governors are permitted to interfere, diredlly or indireftly, with the re- 
pairs or buildings, which may be found neceffary from time to time to be 
carried on. 

A proper engineer with a handfomq falary, a fufficient number of 
furveyors and affiftants fliould be fent out, all under his direction, and the 
whole management of thefe affairs entrufted to him. 

Since the fpirit of engineering firft feized our governors, they have 
pulled down many buildings which, if timely attended to and repaired, 
would have flood many years to come, and have built other works, fome 
of which are fo vilely con ft rudled, that they are tumbling down already, 
and have been propped up thefe three years paft ; they have enlarged the 
caftle by near, a quarter, arc now building a horn work on the rock Ta- 
bra, part of which they have taken into the old fort ; in fliort fo many 
additional works have been, and are ftill to be carried on, that I queftion if 
twelve years will compleat what is now planned out, and to what pur* 
pofe, except to make the fortunes of four governors more, I cannot di- 
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vine. The works of CapeCoaft'Caftle arc already fo cxtenfive, that they 
would take at leaft five hundred men to defend them^ and yet there is not 
a decent room in the Caflle for a flranger, except the governor parts with 
his, nor a room for a gentleman in the garrifon^ that is water tight in a 
hard ihower of rain, and yet thefe gentlemen are all profeiTed engineers^ 
and wiUtalk of a baRion, ravelin^ horn work^ covered, way, ficc. with as 
much facility as either a Vauban> or a Coehorn^ Talk to a governor about 
trade, he tells you^he does not trouble his head about it f that he makes 
more money by pulling down an old wall, than by buying or felling one 
hundred ilaves* 

I am much obliged to you for the copy of the committee's letter to. 
the governor and council at CapeCoafl relating to the factories ; the letter 
is certainly a very proper one, and well calculated to remedy thb evil 
complained of, but thefe gentlemen pay no more regard to any thing: 
which 19 wrote them ^by the committee^ than if they were Lord^-para- 
mouAt of the whole coaft of Africa. 

The committee^ by prohibiting their fervants from (hipping off flaves^ 
on their own accounts, imagined they had fallen upon the mod effediual 
method to reflrain and keep them within due bounds* but experience ha& 
ibewn us the contrary^ as the annual fhip^ and many others, carry off 
annually great numbers of ilaves ; fome ia a private manner, others in the 
face of mankind, bidding defiance to all laws and regulations eflablifhed 
>o. by the committee i and others again, under the denominations of dead 

men's effefls. 

Since the forts were vefted in the committee, it is well known, that 
every governor who went home realized bis fortune in flaves, notwith- 
ilanding all orders and reftridions to the contrary : permit me, therefore,, 
to afk you, if it be of any confcjquenee to the Britith merchant, whether 
thefe flaves are (hipped off in June or January, this year or the next, fb as 
. they are perniitted to fend them off at all; and whether it does not 
appear, that this door was left open on purpofe to ferve their private ends,, 
as I can name more than one (and thefe the moft adive and oldefl /landers) 
in the committee,, throt^h whofe hands, the greateft part of the remit- 
tances for thofe very flaves have paffed. 

Whenever 
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* Whenever a governor is preparing to l^ave the Coaft^ he di/lributes his 
goods amongft the chiefs of the bed trading forts, and gives them as good 
a price^ and a much greater aflbrtment, than any m&^er of a (hfp can 
a^rd to do : upon this occafion, he launches out all the prime goods he 
picked apd culled oiH of the fupplies^ fo that till the whole is difpofed of» 
your fhips muft lie by, or your captains raife the price of (laves, to the 
ruin of the trade and fair trader. A ilriking inftance of which we now 
have at Wbydah, where the governor is realic^ng his fortune in flav^s, 
and ha& ient the furgeon of the fort up to Annan^aboe ta agree with 
a captain of a fhip to go down there and carry him and his flaves to the 
Weft Indies ; and be has accordingly agreed v^th Captain Hamilton, of 
the Jamaica &oie (hip, to go down to Whydah the beginning of June, to 
carry the governor and one hundred and fifty (laves certaiii to the Weft« 
Indies ; fo that, till his pnrchafe is made^ Captain Norns, of the fhip 
Unity^ of Liverpool, (who is now there) muft. lie by^ or take up with 
£bcli flaves as he can g/eii^ a^ we ate to fuppofe a gendemaa will fhip none 
but the pcimeftj whe& they cQtirjpote the bulk of his fortune* 

I am credibly informed, the committee have adopted apian (fentthen» 
.by the governor and council here) for the bixiiding a new fort at Whydahy 
within the old one y that OMiteriails are daily expe^fced, and bricks ordered 
to be made a^ Whydah fiprthat parpofe. 

That foch a propofal fhould'come firomi the governor and council here 
does not at all furprile me, as the governor for the time being will have- 
the fucniOuAg of all coiitingencies till the building is compleated. 
But that the committee ihould impdicLtly give into fucb a mcafure> 
without firft con-fulting their conflituents, afk)nt{hes me greatly* 

It is notorious that the fort at Whydah fince the commencement of the* 
prefent eftabUfliment has been of no manner of fervice td the Britirh 
tra4e, not withAan ding .it has cbft the nation at lead 2o,oooL to fuppore 
it, ior that period of time. 

The gentlemen of Liverpool have been the only adventurers froni 
England to Whydah fince the year 1750, and I fancy thqy have reaped 
very little advantage from the fort, in all the voyages they have fuc- 
ceflively made there fijxce 3 they are obliged to hire fa^ories in the town, 

to. 
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to lodge their goods and carry on their tradcrin r they are alfo under the 
ncceifity to hire free people to carry their goods fr6m the water-fide to 
the. town, (atleaft three miles) at an iipmcnfe expence, and'are frequently 
robbed of great quantities of goods'^. the. paflage by the very carriers; 
all which loflcs they are obliged to put up with, as our governors there 
have not influence fufHcient with the King of Dahomy to procure the 
leaft redrefs, even though they were ever fo well inclined to<l€mand it- 

Evpry body acquainted with this trade muft allow,' that lodging mer- 
chandize of any kind, efpecially liquor ahd gunpowder, in a thatched 
houfe, is attended with a very great rifque 5 fo great a one indeed, that 
I am informed. Governor Dalziel aiked Captain Norris of the Unity 
ten per cent, to infur^ his fadory during his (lay there ; how true this is 
I cannot pretend to fay, however Captain Norris will, ho doubt, clear up 
this point on his arrival in England. . « . . . ^ . 

By perufing the Whydah accounts I befievc you will find there^ are 
above eighty Gaftle*flaves there ^ it is well wOi^th enquiring how thcfe 
flaves are employed, and why they cannot be hired to the Engh'(h captains 
to carry their goods from the water fide, as we are to fuppofe they are 
immediately under the command of the governor, and could be deterred 
from pillaging in the way from the waterfide to the ^ factories; I would' 
alfo be glad toafk why the captains of (hips have not thelibferty oflodg-* 
i^ig their goods and carrying on their trade in the fort, as well as the 
chiefs, and if this liberty is decied them, how is it poflible the fort can 
be of the fmalleft advantage to the (hipping ? Influence the governor' 
has none, being as much in the power of the King of Dahomy as if the 
fort was fituated a thoufand miles inland} if his Majefty fhould take it 
into his head to fend for the French^ Engli(h, and Portuguefe governors 
at 12 o'clock at night, there is not one of them hardy enough to refufe 
the firft fummons. He knows his own intereft too well to exclude any 
nation from trading at Whydah, even tho' they (hould have no fort there ; 
two inftances of which I remember myfelf within thefe two years paft, 
two Dutch (hips having flaved ofi^ there, and were as well treated as if 
they had a fettlement aihore. It is, therefore, my humble opinion, that 
if ilridl orders are not fcnt to employ the caftlc-flaves there as carriers for 

the 
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the captains of iliips^ and to allow them liberty to lodge their goods and 
Haves in the fort, and to carry on their trade there, that the committee 
had better fend out a quantity of gunpowder and blow up the prefent fi)rt, 
inftead of building a new one ; but if they fhould think proper to grant 
the above mentioned indulgencies to free-traders, I would then humbly 
propofe that inftead of building a new fort, vvare-houfes and flave's 
rooms (hould be added to the prefent building, which may be done at a 
very inconfiderable expence, and this fort would anfwer every purpofe, as 
well as one ten times larger and ftrongcr : from it's fituation it ferves only 
as a mark of poffeflion, and the largeft fort you can poffibly build in the - 
fame place can do np more. 

The building a fort at Cape Appolonia was another very injudicious 
ftep of the committee> as it was from that place principally matters of 
iliips were fupplied with gold to carry on their trade at Annamaboe, when 
thiC markets here were ovcrftocked with goods*. 

Before a fort was built there, the maftcrs of fhips fold their goods to 
the riatives at a profit of at leaft 35 or 40 ^per cent, on an average the 
year round, and very feldom failed of procuring gold fufficient to go thro* 
with their purchafe of flaves at Annamaboe, but fince the fort was begun 
and a chief appointed, it is notorious, goods have never averaged even 
lo per cent, at that place, and very little gold has been parchafed by the 
{hipping at any rate* 

The chief of that fort, in the abfence of fhips and long boats^ 
picks up every ounce of gold at the water fide, fo that when veflels ar- 
rive there, the mafters have no refource but to trade with him upon his 
own terms ; what thefe are, I (hall infert at the end of this letter, hav- 
ing had propofals from the prefent chief Mr. Williams to fend him up 
goods at the prices there mentioned j befidcs, it is more than probable,, if 
you either flop with your ftiip or fend your boats, the chief has parted 
the day before with all the gold he had by him^ either to tlie Dutch, 
French, or Portugucfe, as there are few veflTels that ufc this trade^ but 
what ftop there in their way down the Coaflt; you muft alfo expe<ft that 
tlie gentlemen in the committee's fcrvice (who know the value of gold as . 

well 
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w<ll ^s the private trtder) ^ill have the preforenoe of the chief's trade) 

whilft they fell tbcir goods at as low a rate as they do. 

When it wa^ r^folved to ercft a building at Appolonia, a block-houfe 
and not a fort was ordered to be built there ; 7000I. only was granted by 
parliawient for that purpofe, and Colonel Bramham gave in the plan> 

■ 

which was fent out here by the committee; but inftead of complying with 

the a6t of parliament, and the orders of the committee^ the governor and 

council here altered the original plan, and inftead of a block-houfe fet 

about building a fort very near if not quite as large as Annamaboe fort, 

which has already cpft the nation double the fum allowed by parliament, 

notwithftanding the committee fent out a fecond order to contract it ; this 

is not all, the fort now built muft be fupported at a very confiderablc an- 

nual expcnce, altho* it appears that inftead of being ferviceablc to trade 

it IS of the greateft detriment imaginable. - • 

The fort is built in fuch a fituatipn, that it is almoft as much In the 

power d[ the inhabitants as the fort at Whydah, the landing being fo 

Very tefrible as not to be approached (without the utmoft hazard) above 

three months in the yean The number of flaves bought there is fo very 

inconiiderable as not to deferve notice, and the quantity of gold purchafed 

at Appolonia anmjally by Englifli, Dutch, French, and Portuguefe, I am 

very confident does not amount to 3000!. fterlings admitting therefore, that 

two thirds of this fum falls to the fhare of the Englifti, and that they fell 

their goods at even 25 per cent profit on an average, it will appear that 

we arc only 500I. per annum gainers by that trade ; is it not therefore very 

furprifipg, that the committee would put the nation to theexpence of 15 

or 20,oool. to build a fort, which muft be fupported at an annual ex-« 

pence of 7 or Sool. fterling, without once enquiring into the nature of the 

trade, or the advantages that would accrue to the nation from fuch an 

undertaking? 

It will pQifibly be objected, that if we had not built a fort at Appo* 

lonia^ the Dutch would; hut this is very unlikely, ^s they have a very 
fine fort at Axim^ withia three or four leagues of that place, and not- 
withftanding (as I before obferved) all nations who trade to the coaft 
ufed frequently tp touch at Appolonia^ and trade in common with the 
5 Dutch, 
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Dutch^ they aev^ec attempted a fittlctncnt thore i but it iitp|M0ieg a kw 
years ago that the governor of AxLoi quarrelled with the principal man» 
or Cahoceer ah Appolonla, and the latter (dreading the goveraor'a refeot* 
Boent) applied for proteSion to the gover&oj of Cape Coaft at that tinr>e» 
and eptceated tkat he would reprefent his cafe to the committee^ and gel 
them, if poiEble^ to buiid a fort at Appolonia for his protet9;kini ; tki» 
was accordingly done, and they, without ever procuring or oven der 
landing fecurity for the Caboceer's allegiance or good bebaviourj or 
entering into any commercial treaty whatfoever with him, came into, all 
1^ propo&li9) tha confequence of which has been^ that Mfooaashe 
foi^nd the fort was half finijQxed, he coofipromiiied matters with the CUitch^ 
and now carries tlie greateft patt (if not the whole of his trade) to their 

for tat A)iinf>* 
TiU I received your klte^of this aSth of February^ inclofing me copy 
vf the commrtiee's letter to the goivemor and council, we did not heat 
a fyllable of that SL^d^v^ thofe gentlemen are grown Co extremely fecret in 
all tUf ir tpanfd^ions^ ; the factory at Agah, eilabli^hed by Mr. Bell, was 
vyillkhtiwn 11% a ve^y fdent manner, ^tnd I am told, t)i& other fa^ftories arc 
OP willbe foon evacuated^ The committee however forgot, that aU 
though they prohibited them fro«n fettling fa^floKies on Hiore, they may 
flill employ craft to trade at every one of thofe places they before 
occupied ; you will therefore, I hope, not forget |h'(s circoraliance when 
once the regulations come vtt{d6t conQdw^tion^. 

To fiich » piltfh of audacity wer^ the chief governor a>iid chiefs, of out^ 
forte arrived before this order caqie put, that Mr. Girofle ecc^ployed 
Mr. GibfoUj a factor in the commilte^'a fervice, and paid by the publiqk, 
to traB&<% his bufinefs near three months at his factory at Mumibrd. 
Mr, Df^w, 4be chief of Winnebah, had ieldom lefa than tw<^ of the 
committee's fervaBts at rwo fa<^pics be had eftablithed ; Mr. Trinder, 
the chief of Tantumquerry, employed the ierjeantof his fort at a fa(ftory 
he had at Lagoe» and f^p. Williams^ chief of Cape Appolonia, ibnt hit 
fe^ond {M^. French)^ ill i^ long boat ef ^ra aU the vvay to Bafiam to trade 
for hioi. i ' 

You will, Bo^ donblf) he furprifbc) it the cff^ontvy of theih gentlemen ^ 
lirA^ in eftabKfliing ihdOTiee which they were iM-fible would not be ^ 

h allowed ; 
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allowed ;' and' fecondly, in employing the committee's fervants who are 
paid by the publick to do their bufineis for thcm« 

If the people who are thus employed as factors can be fpared from the 
fbrtSy why is the eftablidiment loaded every year with fuch a number o§ 
ufelefs hands ? The governors and chie& are conilaatly complaining that 
the parliamentary allowance is not fuiHcient to defray the annual expenco 
of the fbrts^ and yet they are racking their brains to find out new em- 
ployments to gratify their dependants, and thofe gentlemen who tranfadlL 
their private bufinefs for them. 

I dare aver, there is not an Engliih. fort upon the Gold Coaft but may. 
be taken any day in the year by fix men^ the capital not excepted, and yet 
feconds, ferjeants,. gunn£cs> and foldiers,. can. be fpared ta go trading for: 
their chiefs, and the forts left deilitute of people for their defence. 

In the month of April, 1769, the governor of Cape CoaftCaftle had 
not as much gunpowder in the fort as was fuflicient to fire the mornings 
and evening gun, and was under the necefiity of applying to Commodore: 
Tonyn in. his majeily's fliip Phoenix for a^fupply, notwithftanding the; 
Caecilia flore fhip,.Captam Dunn,:broaght out a very coofiderable quantity/ 
of gunpowder the preceding February,, for the defence of the forts, but) 
it happening to be an article much wanted in. trade at that time* it waSt 
immediately divided and (old out upon flaves« 

' Annamaboe fort was juft in thefame fituatioawheo Commodore Tonyn : 
examined it ; there was not a fingle grain of powder in the fort but whati 
belonged to this houfe, and out of which they took as much as faluted.the 
commodore on his landing and going, away;. I having found eight kegs 
J empty upon, withdrawing our gunpowder from the fort magazine, for 
which I never received aoy reftitutionj, and which has deterred me ever, 
fince from lodging, any more there^ . efpecially as the committee have 
fefufed to order their chiefs to give receipts, or be accountable for any; 
thing lodged by a. private tr&der; ia. the forts, notwithftanding proper 
application has been made to them for this pqrppfe^ thus are we de--^ 
ptived of the benefit of the a A of parliamentt which allows uj the liberty 
of lodging gunpowder,, gold» ivory, gums^ drugs, &c. at all times, in the. 
forts. I thereft)re Ibwe you, |o ju<]gje fromthe above circuoiftance, what 
pcote£tion«^ or aflift^ce, » pavato trader has to ^ped; either from the. 

Ittee 
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committee or their fervants : a committee^ feveral of whom are fo biafled 
ID favour of their good friends and correfpondents on the Coaft, that you 
may depend they will always ftrenuoufly oppofe all regulations which 
may tend to lay any reftraint on their trade. 

As I have touched upon the word protections give me leave to recite an 
affair which happened at Lagoe, (laft Auguft) a town within range of the 
giins of Tantumquerry fort : Mr. James Lane^ a private trader, carried 
on bufioefe in that town for fome years pad ; he fupported an excellent 
character, was remarkable for buying good (laves, which he generally fold 
to the Britifli (hipping in Annamaboe Road, to the number of about 
two hundred and fifty annually; thi^ poor man, for twelve months before 
he died, eajoyed a very bad (late of health, and at his dcceafe in Augufli 
laft was foppofed by mod: people to be worth at lead: 2000I. (lerling« 

As foon as the town's people heard of his death, they immediately broke 
into hk houfe, and carryed off the greateft part of his efFeds ; none of 
which (as far as I can learn) have ever been recovered from them, nor 
any Aeps taken to bring thofe villains to judice. If fuch outrages as tbe(e 
arc committed under our forts, and the perpetrators fuffered to enjoy un-- 
molefted the fruits of their rapine ; we may as well have no forts at all. 

Can any thing be more glaring than the partiality of the com« 
mittee in allowing their fervants liberty to lodge t&eir fiaves^ goods^ 
^nd all their effiSs wbatfoever in the forts, in preference to the private and 
fair trader i in making them umpires and judges of their necedities, and 
in winking at all their malpractices whatfoever ? I dare to fay, that 
the committee never fent an order to their fervants here, for thefe 
feven years pad, tending to lay the lead redraint on them or their 
trtde, but what they have fhamefully and (candaloufly infringed ; they 
have (hipped off flaves in great numbers, in the mod: public manner, 
traded with both French and Dutch, imported from time to time im- 
men(e quantities of goods^ fome have even been concerned in (hipping, 
and whenever an opportunity offered of didreding a private trader, they 
never let it flip ; they have fettled fadories wherever there was a pro- 
(pedt of purchaiing a flave, or an acky of gold, imployed the committee's 
fervants who were paid by the public for thefe purpofes^ to oppofe and 

La rival 
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rival the private and fair trader, leaviog the forts deAitute (as I mentioned 
before) of people for their defence, and difpofing of the verj gunpowder 
fent out from time to time by the committee for their protedion. 

It «may pofTibly be objedted by the committee and their friends, that 
you have nothing more than xny ipfe dixit for what I here advance. I 
have therefore to requeft, that the commander of his majefty's (hips on 
this flation next year be ordered to take my affidavit, refpedting tbefe 
affairs, ihould my candour or veracity be queftioned, as all poil captains* 
are as I am told judices of peace upon their Anions. 

I forgot to tell you in its proper place, that the gentlemen, fz&ors, and 
others in ^the committee's fervice, indeed all but the chiefs, experience- 
infinitely greater hardships than even private traders, for no'twithftanding 
the governor trades none himfelf, he ads the dog in the manger, and 
will not fuffer a ibul to buy a flave or fell a gallon of rum upon any ac- 
count whatever ^if any are hardy enough to peddle a little rum in a mgroe'st 
^ut in town, and ihould be fo unfortunate as to bq difcovered, he may 
give up at once all thoughts of promotion in the fervice, as this is lookedii 
upon of all others the mod unpardonable offence a man can be guihy of;, 
an inftf nee of which happened a few months ago at Cape Cosft, where 
the ferjeant of the fort (having previoufly obtained his difcharge) fettled 
in tQwn, and traded upon what little he had faved in the fervice, chiefly^ 
in r^im. 

When the above circumftance wsrs made known to the governor, tw» 
gentlemen were immediately difp^tched into town, to let the &rjeant kznovir 
that as he was a foreigner he had no right to fettle under an Engliih forc„ 
and to deoiand the keys of his ware-houl!b> the delivery of which he 
refufedy upon which they immediately broke open the ware-Jaonfe, en»- 
tered and took out two hog&eadg of thQ poor tnaa's rum, which thcf 

carried into the caftle. 

Some time after they iieAt to let the ferjeant know fae might have his^ 

lum by fending for it, bvt he refafied to noddle with it, intending to lajF 

his GOB>plaint before Comnaodore Toaytti on hifi aitrivsd at Cape Coaft. 
Whim the commodore arrived, this poor bmu was ill or fromlioitiei^ 

I can't recoiled whicb» ib that he bid sot an opportunity of pceferciag 
6 his 
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bis complaint^ till the tommodore wfts as low down as Cormantyne in 
kis way fefF the coaft. 1 happened t6 ht that day with Mr. 'tonyn, and 
heard him exprcfthis abhorrence of ftrch arbitrary proceedings, and his 
concern that he was not made acquainted with the affair before he left 
Cape Coaft i he, however, immediately wrote to Captain Burr of his Ma- 
j«fty's Sloop Hourtdi lyaiig thett at Cape Coaft, to make a proper enquiry 
into the affair, the refuW of which was (as I aiii informed) tliat many 
pretences were trumped up by the governor and thofe two gentlemen to 
juftify their proceedings toCaptain Burr. I fhall, however, endeavour 
to get a copy of the feijeanfs cafe, which I fliall fend you with fome other 
pftp^s by the next conveyance, to convince you how improperly this is 
called a free and open trade. 

The Liverpool gentlentrenl find are not fingular in preferring a military 
e{VabU4iment on the -Coaft ; the Londoners I am informed have concurred i 
with them, apd from the out-lines of the planfent me lately from thence,. 
k appeajps totne of all others the frecft from objedlions, for the following, 
reafons. . 

Firft, That as trade is incompatible with the prdfeffion of a king's of- 
ficer, the ilftves, which afc now purchafed by the- forts, would in cafe of 
a mflksryt^abliffament circulate amongft the (hipping, and would be. 
bought ao per cent., cheaper than they arc at prefent. 

Secondly, That there is infinitely a greater probability of receiving^ 
protedlion and afiiftance from the military gentlemen than anj others. 
. Thirdly, That the forts and fctflemcnts would be fupported in a xnuch* 
mote relpefitstWe manner and kept in a proper ftate of defence, by which 
the pcrfons and property of the private traders would he rendered much 
fiUntr m cafe of a war, either with Europeans^ or natives, thaj^ they ever 
can be whilft in the hands of a committee. 

l^oi»rth)y. That the military gentlemen would fettle all differences be- 
tween the Borepeans and natives, in a much more impartial manner than 
wc kave a tight toexpeft from the fervants of the committee, who have, 
always^ emdeavoured to foment tliofe differences, as beft fuiting their ow4i 
interefl:. 

Fifthly^ 
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.Fifthly, That great numbers of adventurers would fettle under the 

protection of the. military^ from whom they had.fomething to hppe» 

but would be deterred from any fuch attempts under a committee, and 

. their fervants, from whofe envy, malice, and ill- will they had every fhing 

toican 

Sixthly, That the king's troops would be well paid# well fed, cloathed 
and looked after in a proper manner, and in cafe of ficknefs would have 
proper medicines and the neceiTaries of life ad;niniftered to them ; whereas 
the poor wretches fent out by the committee have nothing on earth to 
fupport or comfort them in fieknefs or health, but a taihtr of fait beef, 
ftinklng New £ngland runx, and Portuguefe tobacco, by which means 
forty foldiers have perifhed at Cape Coaft out of forty- eight, from March 
the ift to the 28th of May, aU of whom came out in the Jamaica Store- 
fhip. Captain Hamilton, and arrived here ^bout the middle of iaft Fe- 
bruary. 

* Seventhly, That (hip's crews, who are generally very mutinous on this 
Coa{{, would be kept in much better order by the military than any others. 

But as the |)lan for a military eftabli(hment is liable to one grand objec- 
tion, * viz. the^reat e^cpence of fupporting the forts and fettlement; ^ri- 
foned with king's troops, it is more than probable it will not be adopted. 
I therefore beg leave to remind jou of the plan I laid down in my former 
letter^ of allowing the governor and chiefs handfome falaries, as an equi- 
valent for prohibiting them to trade iii (laves, and (hould this plan mifcarry. 
alfo, what do you think of following the example of the Dutch company, 
by giving liberty to the (ervants of the committee to trade as ezten(ively as 
they pleafe, under the following reftridions ? 

Firft, To tax them twenty (hillings fterling for every (jiave they difpofe 
of on the Coaft, or fend to the Weft Indies. 

Secondly, To fwear all the fervants of the committees very fix months, 
"who are traders, to render a juft account of all (laves di(pofed of by them. 

Thirdly, To allow them liberty of (hipping o(F their daves, or felling 

them on the Coaft as they (hall thmk proper^ alfo to import any quantity 

of goods they pleafe to the Coa(L 

Fourthly^ 

Stcreafisg the aumber of the forts would remedy this. 
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Fourthly^ To £end out proper engineers, furveyors, and afliftants to keep 
the forts in repair and ere£t what buildings may be found neceflary, that 
all thefe matters be put intirely under their dire£tion» and that no gover- 
nor^, or chief whatlbever^ be fuffered to interfere with them. 

Fifthly, That the private traders and chiefs of forts be put upon a foot^^ 
ling with each other, with regard to the number of flaves and quanti-- 
ties of goods to be lodged in the forts, and that the latter (hall not bo 
fuffered on any account to judge of the neceffities of the private and fair 
trader. 

Sixthly^. That no.fadories be fuffered to be eftablifhed by any fervant 
of the committee either on jhore or afloat^ and that no governor,, chiefs, 
or other fervantwhatfoever, be fuffered to employ any craft, ezcept.fuch; 
aa are. for the repairs of the forts,, and tranfportation of the fupplies« 

SevenUily^ That thegovecnor and chiefs fhall pafs receipts, for all kinda; 
of European goods or African commodities, as are lodged by private. tra-*> 
dere in the forts^ flaves: excepted,, and to be accountable fonthe fame.. 

Eighthly, That every 3d of July, the committee for the enfuing jrear 
be regularly fworn not to receive or pay a (hilling of moqey for any of 
their fervants or any perfon for them, dire£Uy.or indire<9:ly, nor that. they,, 
nor any body for them,, (ball be concerned in any manner with any. of 
them, during the time of! their being members of the committee, nor 
diat they, nor any pcrfon for them^ flialLforai any, msercantiie correfpon^- 
dence with, aivy of them during faid time. 

Ninthly, That every, governor and chief, in the fervioe ihall give 
iufiicient and undeniable fecurity in England for the pun<3ual per^ 
formance of the& and all other orders which ihall be thought proper to^ 
be feQt them from tinw to time by the committee, and that fuch fecurity; 
(hall be Jwd for and recovered^ in cafe of failure in any of them. 

I. have already (hewn you, that thefe gentlemen have, for thefe kvtn years . 
laft paft, run counter to all orders, . reftridtions, and regulations eftablilbed : 
by the committee, have fet afide adfcs of ^parliament, and have aAed in allv * 
lefpedls as if they were fubje£fc to no.controul ; therefore, . aa.you have na. 
manner of fecurity either from. them, or the committee, , that the fame: 
game will.not be played over again^ you cannot poffibly tye them.up toa 

clofe 
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doft in cafe it u found expedient to Cv^Skr titcta to tirads at all 1 but opoQ 
tbo wholfff. tbQ military eft^bliihmoiit would be attended wiih fewer 
iaconveniencics^ ' 

Since writiog tbs foregoing I am otodibly infamied^ tha« Mr. Djtew ha6 
l^iirchaiiid a Hqop. from Captain Maxwell of firi^oL f<>r fixtc^n Haves, 
whicb th^. EldMaxweU bought a few dajcs beforofrom Ctptaio Hamilton 
of the Jamaica for foorteen^ which b a proof that thoie gentlemen are 
dAtfcmintd to haue £i<%QriQ&one wayoc the odier, iioiwid»fl:andiivg all 
the committee can write to the contrary. 

From Tvhdfi. I hzne faid coooerriiog ifae eomaiittBi' and thek fe^vaiits, it 
tnuft ngtorally befuppofed I havQ m^iy eqeoMes aihongA them. I alfo 
know tbev&aro noai^ g^ntli^meo ia London^ Bfiftol, aod Livarpool, who 
imagine I have Acthing in ^W' ^by thefc repreicaUaaiom) but fetf^intopeft f 
I caanot theire^re conQlude witiiout afiaring y^ou, lhii?e is BQt a man in 
England who has k6 taaik or hope for from the comnFiitlei; fhan myfelf. 
I haTe found long fince that I had neither preie<%ion nor afiiftatice lo 
expe^ from theoa^ and immediately f^ abojut, building all manner of 
conveDieDci^s, fuch 9?. flaue'a monisi pbwdei^^QifagasiiAes^ Wapehoufeei 
l43dgings» 6k. to reader myfelf independent of t^em^ and I haue kiow^ 
(I thank God) the herart-iclt fatisfadioo to dedarts I dot\*i knQW ^nf 
thing ia. their powen te^ gtanti which I ftaod ia need of; permit mo 
therefore ta aik> vehat views I can hane ini taking alt \hi^ trouble but to 
be of fervice to the publick and the trade ii^ general, and if p^y endeavoura 
are crowned with fuccc&» : I ihall think myfelf very iUfficiently re*^ 
coiqpeiiced* I am with perfed efteem^ 

• Genttemea, . 

Your n^oft afaedient humble fecvaht^ 

RlCHAi^aSILEW. 

I am juft now informed^ that the 6ape Coaft Serjeant got to Winnebah 
titne enough to^fte Commodore Tonjm* before whom he depofbd ta the 
truth- of what I have in(brted> ^rehtfng to th6 treatment that p^or hiah' 
received fVoto the governor of Cape <5b^ft* ""''[' .. . : 

The following is a copy of a letter I received from Mr. Robert tohnfton/ 
a private trader iat Winnebah, with hitfdepofitJoni .•- - 

S I R, 
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SIR, Winnebahj "June i^th^ ^Jjo. 

AS I am informed that you are fending home a ftatc of the Coafl 
affairs, I muft requeft that you will infert a copy of the inclofed 
depofition, which I did propofe talking when Commodore Tonyn was lafl: 
at Winnebah, but was prevented by a fevere fit of ficknefs; I however 
intend, pleafe God, to fwear to it before the firft Captain of a man of war 
that arrives on the Coaft. I have alfo made bold to trouble you with 
another relating to Mr. Drew's proceedings with regard to raifing th? 
price of flaves, &c. you know one inftance of this kind, having turned 
but one of his predeccflbrs, the late Mr. Hippifley, I hope this will come 
to hand before you fend away difpatches. 

I have alfo to inform you that, notwithftanding the committee's order, 
Meffrs. Drew and Trinder ftill continue their fadorics. Mr. Drew 
keeps a white man at Cormantee Accra, (Richard Butler) about four miles 
to windward of Tantum fort ; Mr. Trinder's is at Lagoe, where he kept 
a foldicr belonging to the Company till he died there, which happened 
about three weeks ago, and he ftill keeps his faftory in charge of a black 
man in the houfc of the late Mr. Lane ; and Mr. Bennerman, who is now 
fettled at Lagoe, told me not a week fincc, that Mr. Trinder has declared 
that he would keep pofleflion of that houfe, only to keep others out. 
Mr. Mill kept his at Shidoe, till I fent down my young man, and fix 
.days after his arrival there, Mr. Mill fent and withdrew his man from 
that place. I remain with efleem^ 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
(Signed) ROBERT JOHNSTON. 

Ihe Depofition of Mr, Robert Johnfton, Merchant^ at Winnebah, which 
was to have been taken before George Anthony Tonyn, Efqi Captain §/" 
his Majejiys Ship Phoenix, //^ April, 1770, but was prevented by Jicknefs. 

THIS day perfonally appeared before me, Mr. Robert Johnfton, 
"merchant, at Winnebah, and maketh oath on the Holy Evangelifts, that 
on or about the loth day of June laft, an up country trader came into 
town with three flaves, and put up at the houfe of Dundee Cooma, one of 
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the principal inhabitants ; that the faid Bundee Cooma carried the faid' 
trading man, with his three flaves, to the faid Robert Johnfton,. all of 
which he purchafed to the entire fatisfadion of faid trader ; that whea 
Mr. Charles Bell, chief of th.e fort at Winnebah, heard of Bundee Cooma's. 
carrying thofe three flaves to Mr. Johnfton, he,, the faid Charles Bell,, 
(contrary to aft of parliament,, and all laws and regulations eftabliftied by, 
the committee of the company of merchants trading to Africa) did make 
a palaver upon the faid Bundee Cooma, by brandying him two days 
fucceflively to the foldiers of the town, in order to make him fpend 
a great deal of money; and that the faid foldiers'of the town,, at. the 
inftigation of the faid Charles Bell, did kill feveral (heep belonging to the 
inhabitants, all of which the faid Bundee Cooma was obliged to pay for, 
beiides giving a large q^uantity of liquor to the faid foldiers, in order to 
pacify them ; and he, this deponent, farther fayeth, that the only reafoo, 
he, the faid Charles Bell, had for diftrefting the faid Bundee Cooma in the 
manner before-mentioned was, becaufe he, the faid Bundee Cooma, 
carried the aforementioned three flaves to the faid Robert Johnflon in 
preference to himfelf, and to deter him and all others of the inhabitants 
from doing the like in future ;.'and this deponent farther fayeth, that ^ 
after he, the faid Charles Bell, had made the faid Bundee Cooma fpend as 
much as he could, and diflrei&d him as much as was in his power, be, 
the faid Charles Bell, ordered all the inhabitants of the town to aflemble 
in the public market-place, and after they were all afTembled, he, the faid 
Charles Bell, fent them a confiderable quantity of liquor out of the fort ; 
and at the fame time gave his orders, that in future, every flave brought 
into town fhould be fir£b carried to him into the fort, as they fhould 
anfwer it at their perils. 

The following is a copy of a fecond letter I received from Mr. Robert \ 

. Johnflon, Merchant, dated Winnebah, June 17th, 1770. 

SIR, 

WHEN Mr. Thomas Drew came down as chief of Winnebah in 
Odober lafl, the houfe cuftom on each flave was only one acky, 
and he immediately raifed it to two ackies, which has ever fince continued ; 
this is a hardfhip. Mr. Drew has alfo introduced another cuftom 3 that 
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is, after purchafing a flave, and paying for him, he pays every trader on • 
each flave he buys two ackies over the price of the flave : tliis obliges me 
to do the fan^e, and that is a very great hardfhip upon me ; this is a fadl, 
as I have feen feveral of his notes to different traders to this effeft. 

There aje many other cufloms introduced by the faid gentleman, 
particularly when he hears of any of the traders coming into town with 
ilaves, fending them beef or pork and rum, they expedling the fame 
from mc ; befides all thefe extravagant xuftoms, he gives the trading 
man a cloth for every two or three flaves he fells him, 

I have flill another grievance to urge againft Mr, Drew; from my firft 
fettling at Winncbah I entertained in my fervice one Quaffafoe, a man 
very intelligent, -and one who fpeaks Englifti well, but Mr, Drew never 
let the fellow reft till he inveigled him from my fervice, which he 
accomplifhed laft February, with great promifcs of making him Company's 
linguift ; and the very day he left roe, he gave him a fine ftriped taffaty 
cloth. And through this fellow's means they have feduced many 
traders from me j is not this a hardfliip ? I wrote to Mr. Drew upon all 
thefe heads, fome of which he denied, and to others he gave me evafive 
anfwers ; this is all that I can recoiled at prefent regarding that gentleman. 

The following is a copy of a letter I received from our fadtor at 
Mumford, dated Auguft 5th, 1769. 

SIR, 

SINCE my laft to you I have difpofed of the tobacco, only the two 
rolls I have been obliged to fell at a difcouot, owing to its drying on 
hand, which is quite another cafe with Mr..Grofsle's fa(5lory j for his 
agent informs me all the bad tobacco^ and other goods that will not 
pafs in trade, are fent to Cape Coaft, and iffucd out to the Company's 
fervants ; fo that he muft have greaty the advantage of other fa<^ories. 
I myfelf have feen tobacco fent up in. canoes to Cape Coaft at different 
times which .was unfit for fale, and am ready to take my depofttion to 
the above; his fadtor at Mumford gave me the information. I have only 
CO add that I am with refped, SIR, 

Your moft obedient humble fervan^r, 
(Signed) THOMAS MILLER. 
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The following arc the prices Mr. Williams, chief of Appolonia, wants^ 
goods at» and will not exceed> by which you will fee the advantages 
private traders reap from our having buHt a fort there. 

Ackies 



Green and yellow ells at 
Danes guns . •» ^ 

Half barrels powder - 
Quarter barrels ditta - 
' Bejutapauts and. oegannepauts 
Seftracundecs - - - 
Patna chints - • - - 
Pullicats -^ - - -. - 
Mixt patches - - - - 
Guinea Stuffs . - - ^ 
Blue Bafts • . - • - 



lo each equal to - -< 



3 - 


ditto 


9 - 


ditto 


A^ ' 


ditta 


5 - 


ditto 


5 - 


ditto 


4 - 


ditto 


lO - 


ditto 


3^ - 


ditto 


I - 


ditto 


44- 


ditto 



Sterling. 

^•2 7 4 
14 



o 

2! 

I 

I 
I 

O 

o 
o 

X 



X 

3 

3 
19 

7 
16 

4 

I 



^^ 



C' H 



Prime coft of a piece of each of the foregoing goods.. 

I Green ell - - - - jC* x ^5 o 

I Danes gun • - - - 

1 Half barrel powder - - 

I Quarter barrel ditto - - 

I Bejutapaut or negannepaut 

i Seftracundee - • - - 

I Patna Chints - - - - 

1 Pullicat - - - - - 

I Mixed patch - - - * 

1 Guinea fluff - - - - 

x Blue baft • 1. - - - 



13 

1 10 

19 

1 4 
o 16 

3 12 
o 16 

o 4 

I X 



6 



o 

o 

a 

o 

o 

o 

6 

o 



jC- 13 6 o 



Add to this 74^ per cent infurance o 19 6 



2 

6 
6 

a 

4 

7 
6 

4- 



if Manchefter £, i 4 q 
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By the foregoing calculation it appears that if intereft of nwney, freight, 
commiffions, (hipping, and all other charges, were particularized, we 
fliould lofe from lo-to 20 per cent, by our Cape Appolonia trade j it is 
not however fo with the governor, who is not faddled with any one charge 
or expence whatfoever,. and for whofe fole emolument it will appear this 
fort is to be fupportcd,. 

Gentlemen, Annamaboc^ OSiober \ 5th, 1 770. 

SINCE my laft dated the ift of July, I have informed myfclf of 
fevcral other abufcs, committed by the committee aod their fcrvant« 
here, which I beg leave to tranfmit you by this opportunity, and fin- 
ccrely hope they will arrive fafe, and in time to be of fervice, when the 
regulations you propofe making in our fyftexh here come under confide* 
ration. 

Upoa Mr. Grofllc's death, Auguft the 13th, Mr. Mill fucceeded to 
the government of Cape Coaft, and at that time had a prodigious quan- 
.tity of goods at Accra, the greateft part of which his fucceflbr, Mr. Drew, 
hfts agreed to pay him flaves for, fo that that fort and its dependencies 
areneidlMr more nor lefs than fadories to Mr. Mill, until his ftock there 
is realized, and we are to fuppofe the chief is not at liberty till tlkn to 
difpofe of a Have to the fhipping^ 

The forts of Appolonia, Dixcove, Succondee, and Commenda, are 
to all intents and purpofes factories for the governors of Cape Coaft and: 
Annamaboe, who keep them conftantly fupplied with goods, fo that the 
private trader has no chance of getting any quantity of gold from thefe 
places; and asthofe gentlemen are complimented by the merchants of 
London and Briflol with the freight of their goods out, in ezpeftation of 
participating- of their favours in trade,, they can greatly underfell the pri- 
vate and fair trader, who is obliged to outfit fhips at a great expence. 

September the 8th, a. brig called the Beggar's Benifon,. loaded with rum,, 
and commanded by David Dunn from Bofton, arrived at Cape, Coaft;. 
upon Captain Dunn's coming down here, he informed me that Mn 
Groflle owned the one-third; of his vefiel and cargoe, which hefaid het 
would not have mentioned had he (Grodle) been alive, and from the 
affiftance he received from certain gendemen in London by their fending, 

3^ himt 
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liim letters of credit to Bofton, although a perfedl ftranger to them, \ec 
have all the reafon imaginable to think another gentlenian or gentlemen, 
in high ftations now on the Coaft, are connedled alfo with him. Captain 
Dunn has difpofcd of his rum immediately amoiigft the governor and his 
dependents, and has had a cargoe of prime aflbrted dry goods put on 
board his veflel at Cape Coaft, on a pretence of bartering them with him 
for rum, and the veflel difpatched down to Mumford to purchase flavcs, 
where Captain -Dunn has taken poffiTflion of the fafiory which Ms. Grofllc 
occupied there, and has purchafed a great many flaves in oppofition to 
ihe (hip's long boats, and the fad;ories eftablifhed by private traders at 
that place ; but as there is no poiTibility of getting a iight of th^ bill of 
falc of Captain Dunn's veffel, or otherwife proving thefc conjcSurcs, I 
cannot take upon me to affert them as fads. 

McfTrs. ^ill and Bell, governors of Cape Coaft and Annamaboe, 
have jointly* within tlieie few ^nys paft:, purchafed a Rhode Ifland veftel's' 
cargoe, upon condition that the Captain (hould credit them five months, 
aiid give them the ufe of the veftel during that time to trade jointly for 
them, wherever they pleafe to fend her, and they are now unloading her, 
«and propofe to fend her direSly on a trading voyage ; query, is this, or 
is it not flying in the face of the committee and their conftituents ? and 
telling them that they will have fadories afloat fince they are prohibited 
from having them on ftiore; and that they are determined tooppofe and 
rival the private trader when and wherever they can ? 

Mr. Drew, Chief of Accra, has alfo bought two floops, which are to 
fupply the places of two fadorics which he was obliged to evacuate. 

There is fcarce a vefliel comes on the Coaft either from London or Briftol, 
but what brings out goods for Mr. Mill and Mr. Bell. Captain Hamilton, 
in the Jamaica, told us he brought Mr. Mill out 30 tons of goods in 
.that (hip ; Captain Harriot, in the St. Helena, brought out a large quan- 
tity for him ; Captain Goodwin, of London, broiaght out a confiderable 
quantity -, Captain Marfliall, of Briftol, brought out Mr. Bell one hundred 
romauls, and Captain GuUen, of Briftol, has now on board a quantity of 
gpods for them. How, in the of name God, is it poflible for this trade to be 
£ver npon a proper footing, when one of the committee, Mr. Gilbert Rofs, 
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k the very man, who in conjunction with Mr. Mill's brother fends out the 
greateft part of thefc goods, and is no doubt concerned, or has a proper 
feeling ? 

The Liverpool people, much to their honour, have to a man refufcd 
to let any goods belonging to thefe gentlemen come out in their fhips, 
although applied to by one Woodall formerly a mafter of a ftiip there, 
and when he found there was no poffibility of getting the goods out in 
any other manner, he bought a Bermudas floop, and fent her out here, 
with a large quantity of goods for Mr. Mill,. Mr. Groflle, and Mr. Bell, 
and, in three months after the goods were landed, flie was fent off from 
Accra by Mr. Mill with ninety, flaves to Penfacola. 

When Captain Howe of theMafguin of Briftol, and Captain Gullen 
of the Roebuck from the fame port, anchored at Appolonia, the begin- 
ning of this month, feveral traders came off to them, but upon their 
feeing Mr. Miles the chief going on board the Roebuck, the traders in- 
treated Captain How to hide them in his hold or between decks, which 
he was obliged to do, as they told him they were afraid of being feen by 
Mr, Miles trading on board fhips, and when Captain Howe propofed 
trading with Mr. Miles, he anfwered that all the gold he took, was for 
Mr. Mill, as he was fupplyed with goods by him, fo that Captain Howe 
affured me, he did not take 5 ounces of gold at Cape Appolonia this voy- 
age, and when he touched there in his way down the laft voyage, he 
bought upwards of 10.0 ounces of gold in 4 days at that place, the chiefs 
being at that time at Cape Coaft. This relation I had from Captain Howe, 
who is ready to atteft it, and who declared the fame at Cape Coaft Table 
to Mr. Millf and appealed to Captain Gullen who was prefent for the. 
truth of his afTertion.. 

I am informed by Captain Bold of the (bip John of Liverpool, that 

on or about the firft. of September he made a propofal to Mr. Green chief. 

of Tantumquerry, to purchafe fome flaves from him, and had offered him 

the fame price he had paid others, viz* lo ounces, 6 pennyweight for/ 

men, and 8 ounces, 6 pennyweight for women; and that the faid Green: 

gave him for anfwer in writing,- and alfo told his officer, that he could 
get a better, pice from.the gentlemen in the forts, and that unlefs he paid 
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eleven ounces for men, and nine ounces for women, he would not tradt 
with him, notwithftanding I had fold captain Bold one hundred flaves at' 
the above price, as did Mr. Johnfon, a private trader at Winnebah, 
and feveral others. 

To fuch a pitch of infolencc are the natives of this part of the Coafl 
now arrived (from the ruinous and contemptible ftate of the forts, and 
the pufillanimity of the wretches who in general govern them) that it is 
hardly poffible to live upon any tolerable terms with them; fome months 
ago, the people, living under the protedion of our principal fettlement 
at Cape Coaft, catched Mr. Williamfon, furgeon of the caftle, in the 
garden, carried him into the Bufli or Country, ftripped him naked, and 
whipped him in a terrible manner, for which infolt he was gratified with 
a flave, which Mr. Grofsle, the then governor, obliged the Caboceer of 
Cape Coaft to pay him. 

In a littk time after, the natives of the Eriglifti town at Commenda 
catched Mf. Green (a boy put in as chief of the fort by Mr. Petrie, and 
who had been guilty of opprefling and maltreating the inhabitants) 
ftripped him, and flogged him in a moft fhocking manner, afterwards -tied 
him under the walls of the fort, put him into a three hand canoe, and 
carried him down to Elmina the principal fettlement of the Dutch, there 
threw him upon the rocks and left him; after which by the affiftance of 
an Englifh man of war, he was carried back to his fort, and demanded a 
pecuniary fatisfaftion for the ill treatment he had received, but the town's 
people refufing to comply with his demands, he immediately fired the 
town, upon which the inhabitants quitted it, fome of whom are gone 
over to the Dutch, under whofe protection they now live, and others 
into the country, fo that vve have loft a fine flouriftiing town (confifting 
of about 500 inhabitants, who abfolutely favcd the Englifti fort in the 
year 1758, when it was attacked by the Dutch,) by'rhc indifcretion and 
rapacity of majler Green, 'who inftead of being ignominoufly difcharged 
the fervice, which he ftiould have been, is now preferred to the command 
of Tantumquerry fort. ' 

About fix weeks ago as Mr. Drew (who is now member of the council and 
governor of Accra) was in his way from Winnibah to Cape Coaft (being 
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'ient fojr on public buiincfs) he was pflnyafcd w catched by the {nople ^of 
Agahf an EngUfh^tcMvn fituated between Annamaboe and Cormantyney 
and by tbem confined in Cormantyne fort, belonging to the Dutch, upon 
nreteixce that he had killed a Caboceer's fon, who was his iervant; and 
notwithAaading he proved in thefuUeil manner that the boy died by an 
accident (having ilepped upon a piece of glafe, by which he cut an artery 
^nd bled to death) tbej would not enlarge him till he paid them five 
Haves^ .9^ual to looL fterliqg; and after hp went to Cape Coaft, they 
madcaiecond demand upon him, which prevented his coming ^n (hore 
here in his way down, fearing he (hovild fall a fefrond time into their 
hands, being well acquainted with the pufillanimtCy of ithe poor cpcaturc 
who goverfis this fort> and who he knew would fufFerhim to be carried 
off fromoinder the walls, .or any other indignity, rather than endanger 
the lo^ nf his trade, by having any difpute with the natives; ioideed he 
has often declared publickly^ he^ould not uponany accoufit whatibever 
fall .out with them : thvs the national honour is iaonhiced to private 
interest by givii^ ^p -wery jpotnt to the :nati9est he it >ever«fo difgracefdi 
or injurdowi. 

Th« numvberlefs afTronts aod dtigraces iwhich the chiefs, and others in 
the .committee's fbrvice^ daily receive from the niativce ; their puiHlani- 
mous behaviour on th^e oocafioos ; the >ri|iDoiis ftaie and condition of 
the forts, deftitute of people and every thing elfe for their defence, is 
fufficieatto det«r ai>y n^n rfrom JEstding in this country, where he has no 
prote^on xir afliftanqe to cxpo<a from the forts, aud w^here he mnft ^ay 
Hs account in 6n<;oK^tQiiiifig tatrf fpedes of oppofit^on, envy, and ill-will 
fcpm .the comnHttee ^nd ihcir fextvmts. 

I muft D0t omiiiit informing you 4hat it Is reported here, and i believe 
with goodifopndatioG, tkatji ftro>iig4»ereantile conneftion is now forming, 
tu: is already form^ fajr Meffiss* fUfs and Mill of London> Mr. Petrie late 
governor of Cjipe Coctfl:, and Mr. Mill the prefent governors that Petrie 
pEopofcss coming out if he can as governor a fecond time, and to have the 
management cf the trade> and if he cannot fucceed with the committee, 
Mr. Mill is slo haive th« diwOioii of their aflFairs on the Coaft ; that l^etrie 
4a th^t qtk » tt> cndearour 49fec4nto the committee, in order to back 
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Mr. RoTs upon all occaHons, and that rt is already fixed that the year 
Mr. Rofs is out of the committee, his place is to be filled up by hiw 
partner Mr. Mill. 

The above report calls to my mind a piece of advice which was given?, 
me in July 1769, by the late Captain John Stephens, of the Africa, (a 
great friend and confident of the aforementioned gentlemen) which was 
inimediately to declare myfelf a bankrupt, and deliver up our fettlement 
here, and the efieds to Mr. Smith; that he was authorized by si con- 
iiderable houfe in London, to afTure me if I did fo, I (hould be backed, 
with 40,000 fterlingj that they would purchafe the fettlement here^ and 
fix me in it upon my own terms. 

When this advice was given me, I treated it (as evefy honcfl maa 
ihould) with contempt, at the fame time thought it proceeded from his 
friendfliip for me, imagining from his ignorance of our affairs he thought 
them defperatc j but it is now very clear that his and their fole view was 
to poflcfs thetiifelves of this houfe, where with their great intcreft in thfc 
committee, and connedlions with the gentlemen in the fecvice, they 
would, in a very little time,, engrols the whole of the Gold Coaft trade,., 
and if a monopoly of this trade was not intended, what could induce 
Mr. Petrie to come out a fecond time, when he carried off about eighteen * 
months ago, a fortune of 14 or 15,000/. how it was acquired /I hava. 
before informed you. 

It maj perhaps be a. matter of furprife to the merchants at home, that 
I flyould be the only perfon fuch a number of complaints come from; you 
will pleafe therefore to obferve that I am the only private fettler on this 
Coaft, except Mr.Johnfton atWinnebah, and he^hae as great a variety of 
complaints to prefer ^gainft Meffrs. Bell and Drew, the late chiefs of 
that fort, upon the arrival of the firft man of wac ; and if there were 
ever fo many private trader? (though they might experience evety kind 
of oppreffion from the committee aJjd their ferv.ants). yet it would b© 
impofiible for them to point put a remedy, on account of their diftance 
from the principal goveriunerit, and thcic want of proper information 
and experience ; captains of (hips might certainly inform you of many* 
abufesa did not tlieir fear of making enemies of theie gentlemen prevent 
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^hcm ; if they difoblige one, they difoWige all 5 therefore in order to 
make a quick purchafe, every thing the merchants can do in England^ 
or the captains on the Coaft, to ingratiate themfelves into their favour is 
done; befidesit; is impoflible for maflers of (hips to come to a knowledge 
of many abufes, committed by the committee's fervants ; thefe are fecrets 
to all but thofe who have ferved the committee, and as I am the only 
man in Africa out of the fervice, that can poflibly have any knowledge 
of thefe affairs, I am alfo the only man can give you information. 

I am this moment informed by Captain Ritchie of the Difpatch of 
Liverpool, that fometime after his arrival in Annamaboe Road this 
voyage, he fent his mate in his long boat to trade at Appolonia for gold; 
that as fbon as the mate went on (hore, Mr. Miles, the prefent chief, 
fent his fervant into town with his fcales and weights, and to tell the 
inhabitants that he would fell all his goods as low as the mate, and give 
them beiides a gallon of rum in a prefent upon every ounce of gold they 
brought.him ; that the next day the mate faw him take forty ounces of 
gold, and that all the tinie he continued at Appolonia, he did not take 
five ounces of goId« 

Captain Ritchie tells me, he propofes to get his mate to take his 
-affidavit to the above circumfiance, when he arrives in the Weft Indies. 

Before this reaches you, a brother of Mr« Mill's will be failed from 
England for this Coaft ; whether he brings out the Ruby of four or five 
hundred tons, in which he failed from here laft March full of flaves, or 
another ihip I cannot tell, but he is certainly to be out here fhortly with 
a large quantity of goods, and to carry off a cargoe of flaves.i I cannot 
pofitively fay, if his brother here is concerned with him, but it is more 
than probable he is ; at any rate he can (hip as many flaves as he pleafes 
on freight without fear of difcovery. 

I am amazed that the African merchants (liould entertain the fmalleft 
doubt of thefe gentlemen's (hipping off conftantly great numbers of flaves; 
if they did not, how is their credit to be fupported in England ? and 
the great cargoes of goods which are frequently fent them to be paid for ? 
as it is notorious ivory fufficient is not to be procured on this part of the 
Coafi^ and gold is the worft remittance they can poflibly make. 

N 2 This 






9« APPENDIX[H^] 

Tlus moBMnt poor Mr. JohniSof)^ wka is^ ncm herc^ has htif atr 
expceia from Winnebab, giving hioi the mclwduAf accomit of hi9^ 
hottie being d^ftrojod by iii^e ;. whdt hjs lofs ls» cannot be afcweaiiied tilV 
he gees downx bul; apprebeiMt k muft bo voiy cooiidsrable, not with ftand^ 
ipg his houfe was withm fortf jards; of the caftle ; thi& ftovw what f^ 
^ bave all alwg bee& uifdf owtg you o^ tusr.^ tbe loatteMibf} of the^ 
coa)i;&ittee to the welfare of private tradevs, m not allowii)^ 1^^ fiberty 
to lodge their e0e(3:s m tkic forts m common^ with tlvetp fepyaAts ^ thexr 
diabolical partiality la this lefpcdl dieferv^^ the fcrMveA cenftire,< and^ 
cannot fai) to roufe tbe ina^gnation of every good and honeft man i but- 
what can b4 expe<^d h<am a fct of bluiykrMs^ who can lia?e never badanp 
other views in getting into, the oommitteerbutto advanee their own private:: 
iatereft, either by applying thcCoaft with the manufa^re^ they deal in>. 
QC by diftreHiog the: private tradn» to ingsaliate themfelves into the favotrrr 
of their fervaata 00 the Coaft» ia order to pmcur^ tbek eonfignmenta^ : 
^utf^ to yoQcfelvea^ geDtlomei^ die deptofable fituation' ofi shpoorrman^. 
'HKhQ'ha^ ufed this Coaft betvrcea fifteen zmd twenty year 8» and juft a6 he* 
bad acquired fufHcient to carry on an extenfive trade, is kx a kwhovirs 
^edpcedc perhaps tQ a: ftat^ of b^gar^, vddlQf the fervaots of ilie com*- 
mlUffi arQ rioting ioi every indkilgenae tbet tout caiv aflpord^ and whofe': 
VAry flaves are aQcoff)Biodatedwith.coaveiiiencQa wiiich are dbnted to the - 
privatft traders. 

Gk^c: me leave to. ^ yoa once nioeey gelltlenl^1^. fbr wJiat pwpofes 
a|« thefts forts fiif^)Oifttdi? they fiardy are noe kept up barely^ a^ marks of 
poflfi^n^ or fbr the coH^ument of the oomiiiltCee and* their (ervants^ F 
hme readiall theaAa o£ padiament rektmg to> thia Coaft, and muftant-- 
fcA tb^ tJbey ha»e attifily pcovidedi far- the JacQrityof the private tnader> . 
and all his effeds whatfoever, but focry Pam to-fliy> and' to have expe- 
rkmedy that aiSa: of tiie Britifk legiflatum are no> more^ regarded kt this 
cfnMUtyy tb»i. tkey ace ip\ Jftpaa^ YbU; mag^. poffibly imagioe^ genttemen^ 
tb«t ib caibaoC fine^ on acny other accidents bap]lemng to private traders^ 
thQy wdU:be the coly. i&t£EbrecBf but in«tbi» you-are certainly miflaken ^ 
tbcne Is) fisuipe ai aaptmoiarritieabofe, but ftoiaahe dblIne(»of rradfe^ or 
aniil aflbrtedtcat^gpt^ he ia^oH^or. tbo^neoeffiiy^of^ truAitig^ rfieft gentlemetr 

a 
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'yt^onfidierBfbllepart'oFireiir property 9 thertsforeyovir undoubtedly run 
M great rii^ue^ as tl^e private tPSK^r iti-tho-cafes aforementioned^ as they 
have frequently' more of youi* property in their banck^ than their owa 

• < 

Gapkals amoune to.. 

The good^ 1)^; bjr Mr. Milf at AccFa> and^f^hioh Mt*. IDrew^ ia to 
pay him ;(kves for, amount to- thwc* thoufand' ounces^ equat to tHreo 
hundred^ Men*, fiave^. 

I:am juft informed^ of a. Rhode Iflk'nd veflel getftiing-undfep fail fof 
Barbadbee, which obfigcs^ me to breakr off fo abruptly, have therefbroi 
only to aflure you, that I am with the greateft efteem, . 

Yoor moft obedient' hmnble fervant>' . 

RTCHARDP BREW/ 

When any alterations happen in tlie trade here, you may depend upon. ^ 
the earlieft intelljgence. Capt. Mlairfliall: and all on board the Marlborough 
are w^elL and make no doubt wiH db welL - 

■ 

G £ N T L & M B tf^ . Ca^e Breufp. A^rih votb^ 17711 

I Had the pleafuiie tD receiise 2 letet ii'cm Mn. Barber by tfarGorficati 
Hero, widiia copy of your! Ater to the Africaa^omoutt^e at Loufbn, 
dated\^uarytho 2:5111^ imrloAd^^ by^v^ch I find you are reibliitdt)?^ bent 
C3air procuring, redr^fa of tlw many gtrievaacea fei forth m.th^f diflSerent 
ktosrs I wxote Mr*. Eiobet OB Aftioad^ffair^c which: wiUi be a. gceat in^ 
ducement) (sj me to caneukie to adhrife you mguUrly of all oQaurnenooaon 
the Coa&v which: m^ay teBdrinisny.Jhjipe fxxtfae/ddvdntageof trader and 
fme tnadersr and expofb tha mali-praf^icea of the committeefa fervauts 
w^ienever < they come under nxyofadaKatioi^ at thefaiRfii tiisie». I cannot 
hfilpiob^bf ving to you ^gentlemen,, that from avj&kaowledgerorthe people 
in.poWerfaare^tHo/method^theyhavoiaill ak)og.aad fiSHloo&tinuo to purfotw 

r 

thcifi grjeatiQfltniifdiiDna wcchficverdl of the* comtmCtoe, cootrary, to tbea& 
of parliament^ tiic:lefigflk>of time requifitertb pnsfer complaiiH^» and/giirc 
risem an: oppoftunity^ to; dbfend; tbemfekof^ witlii the uocert^ifi t0iio of 
dieft c9BKmpAa«ts^^ togath^c withi^e pfi9digi(>w way- dUey^ are in of %^il)r 
mt^Bing diahfiiiitimefii:. fom^tfaeiSr ciccliiaftftoiTes^il f«j[,;Jr »i9rtbetf»Hg|(Iy 

convinced^ , 
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f opvinc^^i ' tb$ dcfired tnd wil^. never be. obtained ti]lthe'<:Dini]iItte.e'« 
(ervar>(6^re totally prohibited from all manner of trade wbatfoever : what 
further fec^rity have yoanp^y*:nK>re*thaQhformerly'^atthe^e gentlemen 
will conform to any new laws or regulations which the committee may 
jfiwd out? none; and it is as tru&as the ^ofpel they "will pay no more regard 
to them than they ever did/ if €hey-tet>d <to 4ay the leaft rcAraint what- 
foever on their trade. If you difcourfc with any of the committee's 
£^rvants about thefe affairs on the^Cqaft> they have the icppudence to |ell 
you, that before coniplaints can be exhibited, their Aory heard, and the 
affair brought to an iffue, t wo or three years will elapfe, befides being 
allowed fix months time to realize their effects, in cafe the affair ihould 
be given againft them-; - in all which time they will have done their 
(mfinefs, or in other words will have made their fortunes, and the 
pommittee may difmifs them their fervice afterwards ^s foon as they 
pleafe; therefore, to-root^out the evil effedlually, you have no remedy 
left, but to alter the eftablifhmcnt or prohibit the committee's fcrvants 
from all trade whatfoever, and oblige them to give ample fecurity in 
England for a pundtual performance of all orders and regulations, which 
fhall from time to time he fent out by the committee. 
/*^me time- In December lad, the fi(hermen of this town committed 
a rkod horrid murder cinder the wralls of Annamaboe fort, by cutting to 
pieces a man belonging to the^Fantee town io coid blood; thecuflomof 
the country in 'fuch cafes is, that the chief of the fort immediately 
demands* the murderers, and either delivers them -up to be dealt with 
according to the laws of the country/ or bangs tfaem^over one of the guns 
of his fort. Bydefire of the natives, the chief of our fort .here, Mn Bell, 
(when this affair liappened) -was feveral times preiTed by the Fantee people 
to demand thefe murderers, but they never could prevail upon him to do 
it ', by which tondii£t, he has not only given up one of his^moft valuable 
privileges,' that of 'a(^ing as principal mediator in all difputes with the 
natives, but it has occafioned the Fantees to make war on the fifhermen, 
by which upwards of twenty men h&ve loft their lives on both fides, 
*|>efides putting a flop to all manner of trade, except what goes from 
iCormantyne and i^gah« Vegetables and profifione of all kinds are Aopptd 

from 



A< F-P E N D I X- [H. ] 95 

ftom going ofFtO'thig (hipping, as well as wood, water, and-evcry other 
neceffary,. .which they ufed to have in great abundance from this town; 
by which means they have fufFercd feverely, efpecially thofe who have 
had*%ny number of ilaves on board ; this palaver commenced now almoft 
fdur months ago, and there is no profpedt of iti being fettled except the 
[ chief interpofes his authority, of which there is not the fmalleft likelihood^ 
as he has been often- heard to declare,, he never would interfere diredly or 
indirectly with their palaver.;. 

Until within thefe Jew days paft, Mr. , Bell ^ kept the back gate of his 
fort conftahtly: open in the day time to prefer ve a communication between 
him and thc; fifhermen, from whom he ufed to get a good deal of trade*;- 
and this 4 take to have . been th6 reafon for hi& not deniaading . the 
murderers or getting the palaver fettled, left by adling .yigorouHy againU : 
them, his trade might fuflfer'from that quarter. . . 

The Fan tecs, however, foon put a flop to his trade. by blocking up his • 
avenues to his principal g^te, and for fix or fevea days fofFered neither 
provifions nor ilaves to go into the fort ; .upjon which; he -gaye- them two • 
anchors of rum, and a promife to ufe his. beft endeavours to get the 
palaver fettled, provided they, would not^moleft the. traders and others > 
going to the fort in future^ .thus, the aifair-refts,. and. thus the ihipping 
and private traderSffufFer fori the folly and- indifcretion (to give them no 
worfe epithets) o£ thofe .who. are too well paid for protedting, aiding, and 
afMingjhems. . 

I leave you tp judge, gentlemen, vrhatfixteen or eighteen fail of veflels, . 
which we have now hjere> muft fuffcr from this man's condu<fi; and the 
misfortune is, .we don't know when, ot where> this affair will end, or 
where to apply- for redrefs : the captains regfionftrated to the governor 
and council, of Cape Coaft upon the affair of the fadories, and were 
treated with the utmoft contempt, they not vouchfafing even^o give 
theni an anfwer^ therefore, to apply to them would anfwer no purpofe, 
except to render them, if poflible, more infolent* Out of numberlefs 
inftances of the extreme infolence and wantonnefs of our chief here, and 
his' natural propenfity to give offence, I fhall only fele<S one, which 
Jiappened the 8 th inftant ; as his majefty's ihip the Rainbow was ftandin^ 

inta 



itfto iHe road of Cdpe Cooft, twliich Is m %ht d£ thi^toft, Kfr.&eK 
iidi'fted ^bis colours^ whioh.T^as anunitmibqg,; veryotdL ih^by^ ^but nojC 
^o bedifcerned M that cipAaDoe;^ inla fettr fliours after, the^^prlicaD-HofD 
^ <ffljiverpo6l, Ca^ptain Smitrh, W€is feen Handing into this road> and as fboft 
as file was right a-bpeaft of this fort» Mr. IBdl haiil^ down bis Englifli 
colours^ and hoifted a Scotch jack, that is, a .blue field-wkh a wlxite 
^t. Andfcw's'Crofs ; knowing, i ibppofe, that this was one of the two 
fhips, whofe owners refufed to let Mr. Woodal Aip goods in kft yi^t for 
bkn and Meflrs. Grofsle and Mill. 

About a month ago, <he Peggy, Cajptain Hercules Mill, a large ihip 
♦from Lodttan, arrived at Cape Appdonia, where letters were lodged for 
iiim, and he -there delivered the chi^f, Mr. Miles, who is fadlorifor 
Governor TRWl (and for Whefe fole emold mem that fort is now fapported') 
a large quantity of goods -, -after which be run down to Capc.Coaft, 
landed Mr. Mill more goods, and 4hen oame down her^ whece he has 
landed Mr. Bell a very large quantity i 1 was a wltnefs myfeif to fix or 
-ftven butts df cloth goods, and a great many other very ilarge cafes and 
packages. ^Captain Mill lies now v^iih-his ihip trading in this road. 

Youfce, gentlemen, what aprofpetfk yoU have of making voyages^to the 

iCold Coaft, and'wrih what reafon ^you expedt an amendment Jn this trade, 

v^hen one of the members of the .committee is tlie very man who fends 

out all thcfc goods to oppofe you ; and for which good fervices, you may 

depend his {hips and connedtions will always be preferred to all others. 

In January \i% the Mary James ftore (hip. Captain Dading, armed at 
Cape Coaft ; heiJrought out good« to difpofe of on tlie Coaft to the amourft 
of fixty or fcventy Haves, aiid as his ftay was to be ^ery fhort, 4ic made an 
offer of them to any of the gentlemen who -would ^sngage to fut*ni(h him 
with Have^ at eleven ounces men, and nine otrnfces women. 3i^1mo(t at! 
the gentlemen he applied to, had fo many engagements on their hands «rt 
that time, that they either coofld ndt, ^or wotrid not, accept his propdfals ; 
fo that he had no alternative, tut to •raifc the price of flavesto the h4tiv€S> 
or carry his goods round to the' Wefttndies and Europe 5 he -accordingly 
raijfed the price to ten and ten and hsQf ounces for men, land eight an A 
^i^ht and half for women^} fame do not fcrtiiple to fay be gave elewn 

4 ^ 
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for mcfii and nioQ for women i and ibls.cMdud: (though it Is hard to 
bJaqie Captain Darling) has been of infinite prejudice to the trade, as the 
traders expected for fome time that the (hipping at Annamaboe would 
continue to give the fame price i and upon refufal, numbers of them 
grow extremely infojcnt ; the price, however, got up to ten ounces for 
men, and eight for women> by the going (hips, but I am much afraid it will 
foon become generah Meffrs. Mill and Bell^ however, could find Haves 
to fell Captain Darling for bills of exchange ; as Captain Darling afTured 
me he had twenty from Bell, and was to have between twenty and thirty 
from Mr. Mill s and that the former of thofe two gentlemen gave him 
the ftrongeft aflurances of felling him fixty for bills this year, and 
Mr. Mill one hundred *, and that thefe two gentlemen had farther engaged 
to give him two hundred flaves on freight for account of Mr. Grofsle's 
eftate^ over and above the one hundred and fixty beforementioned to be 
fold for bills. Captain Darling was upon the Coaft but five or fix 
weeks^ and carried off one hundred and fixty ilaves ; fo that the difference 
xnud have been either fold for bills alfo, or (hipped on freight, which lad 
I am moft inclined to conjecture; fori never ean be brought to think 
that Mr. Mill, Mr. Bell, or any other gentlemen in the fervice, are fo 
iimple as to fell a prime Gold Coaft man ilave (as no other would be 
accepted) for a bill of 2ol. when there is a moral certainty, that fuch 
a ilave would fetch 36I. flerling in the Weft-Indies ; allowing then a man 
flave to fetch in the Weft- Indies 36I. 
From which dedu<Sl I o per cent, commidioa iC« 3 12 o 
Freight 5I. mortality il. i6s, - - - 6160 
Dodtor's head money ------- 010 

London bill ----•---• 20 00 30 90 

There remains and appears to be a lofs on every man flave of 511 o 

•and as women are faid to be fold for only 16I. in bills, and differ only 
40s. from the price of men in the Weft^Indies, it will appear that thofe 
gentlemen will lofe y^l. iis. fterling on every woman; to this it will be 
objedled, that they are prohibited by the committee-inftrudlions from 
(hipping flaves on freight^ and have no alternative but to fell them either 

O for 
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for goods or bills ; which lafl method^ they tell yod, they are obliged to 
take^ in order to fupport their credit' and pay for the goods fent thenti but 
by their friends ; what credit you are pleafed to give them^ gentlemen, 
I cannot pretend to fay ; but for my part, 1 do not believe a fyllablc of it, 
neither do I believe any merchant in England would fend a fhip of five 
or four, or even three hundred tons, with the fupplies every year toXapc 
Coaft for the paltry cortfideration of 500I. if they had not ftroftg affurances" 
of a good freight of flaves from the Coaft to the Weft-Indies. 

The Jamaica (jbore ihip, of five or fix hundred tons burthen, chiefTy 
owned by the lat^r Mr. Bifcoe, committee-man for Briftol, was fent but 
laft year with the fupplies, upon a prefumption that his good friend* 
Mr. Grofile y^as living, and at the head of affairs, tlnd would fecurc 
a good freight for her ; feveral letters were wrote the chiefs on the 
Coaft at that time, and large quantities of goods fent out freight free, fbr 
what purpofc it is cafy to imagine ; now if the members of the Com-- 
mittee, who ought to be the guardians of this trade, will dare to out-fit 
ihips, fupply all their fervants with goods on the Coaft, receive all their 
remittances, and encourage them not only to break through their own 
inftru£tions atid regulations, but even a£ts of parliament, I think it la 

* 

almoft time to bid adieu to this trade. 

The gentlemen in the fort, I believe, apprehend they will be forbid to 

keep craft ', to remedy which, they have fallen upon a method of taking 

fome part of the fhip's cargoes, in order to have the ufe of thefe vefTels 

and the craft belonging ta them ; an inftance or two I gave Mr. Barber 

in my letter to him of 20th July , wherein Meftrs. Mill and Bell, took 

a Rhode Ifland brig's cargoe, on condition of having the ufe of the veiTel 

for five months to trade for them on the Coaft, and the brig Btrggar's 

Bennifon, Captain Dunn, who was kept trading to leeward fix months 

for them, and afterwards difpatched from Cape Coaft to the WeftJndies 
■• 

full of flaves. 

« 

Mr. Trinder alfb took part of a Bofton fchooner's cargoe in February 
laft, on condition that the Captain fhould run down to Whydah and 
land it there for him, which he did ; fo that let the committee fend what 
orders they willj thefe people will find methods to elude them. 

Captain 
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• Cfilptain George Young, of his Majefty's floop Wejzle, being jaft gone ' 
on board in order to fail, I am obliged to conclude with affuring you> 
I ihall embrace every opportunity to advife you haw matters are carried 
on> on the Coaft, and that I am with great eileefPt 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

RICHARD BREW. 

.Gentlemen, CaJiU Bret/)^ Auguji 25, 1771. 

BY the Corfican Hero, late Captain Smith, Miles Barber, ]Efq; did me 
the honour to tranfmit me a copy of the African committee's letter to 
bin), dated the .25th of lail February, by which I find they have taken 
great offence &t my det^efting and expoiing their unwarrantableproceedings, 
and the raal-pradices of their fervants ontheCoafl; a circumflancc, 
howeveci I am perfedly eafy about. 

Before I proceed to inform you of fome late tranfaftions on the Coafl, 
I beg leave to fay fomething in my own behalf, as the commijttee have 
fla ted. matters to you in a very ungenteel, unfair manner. 

The firft thing the committee takes notice of in their letter to 
Mr. Barber is, '* that it would be contrary to all rules of law and jui^icc 
to have admitted my evidence againfl them gnd (heir fervants. 

In anfwer to wjiich give, me leave .to afk you, gentlemen, whether my 
evidence and oath in a qoujrt of juflice, or at the bar of the,Houfeo^ 
Commons, would not be looked upon as valid as the evidence of any 
member of the .committer, or the oaths pf any mailer or mate of a fhip 
whatfoeven 

In the year 175^, one. of this, righteous committee fufpeoded me from 
the government of. Tantumquerry fort, upon the bare evidence of 
Mr. David Hamilton of Briflol, who was then only a mate of a £hip« 
I was condemned even without the form of a trial, which fhews.that what 
was law and juflice in thofe days is not fb now* 

In the year 176^, another committee fufpended me from the govern- 
ment of ^nnamabpe, uppo the evidence of one Eaflon, a mailer pf a vefTel 
Jbelonging to Liverpool ; the charge was, that I had fhipped off five 
T O 2 ' hundred 
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hundred and twelve flaves for my own account in the (hip Duke of 
Marlborough» of London^ in the year 1761 ; and notwithftandtng tho 
complaint was not lodged till the year 1764, and that thofe flaves were 
(hipped off long before the aft of parliament (prohi^biting the fervants of 
the committee to (hip (laves on their own accounts) had pa(red, or any 
fuch orders being (ent out by the committee ; yet they thought proper,, 
without even the colour of law, juftice or equity >. to fufpend me from my 
government, and to appoint my fucce(ror by the fame Tetters that brought 
out my fufpen(ion ; yet thefe gentlemen have the a(rurance to talk of the 
lenity they had (hewn me, and infinuate that if I had applied to them for 
redrefs I (hould have had it. 

Pleafe to obferve, gentlemen, that the committee fay they only, 
fufpended me, but as it takes two or three years before matters of thif 
kiad can be properly cleared up, and t he iflue (even though they had 
admitted me to a fair trial) doubtful, that fufpen(ion was tantamount 
to a difcharge from their fervice, for it cannot be fuppofed that any man 
would throw fo much of his time away without a moral certainty of 
being reinftated ; and from my awn experience, and knowledge of 
the envy and ill-will of feveral members of the committee, I cQuld ex«^ 
pe(fl no juftice from them. 

In the year 1767, when Mr. Groflle burned the town of Annamaboe,. 
and killed three or four of the town's people, I wrote the committee the 
whole affair; I even fent them a diary of the tranfaflion^ here during 
that palaver, but as I therein refledied on the condu(ft of their governor,, 
they never thought proper to take the fmatleft notice whatfoever of my 
letter ; upon which I refolved never more to trouble them ; befides as I 
had no complaints to make but what affeded the publick, and in which 
they were comprehended with their fervants,. I could not with any proi- 
priety make application to them. 

Notwithftanding my voltwiinom produSlion (as the committee are wittily- 
pleafed to call it, confiding of na lefs than (ixty paragraphs) contained 
many accufations againft them and their (ervants^ they chofe to pafs them 
over, and reft the whole upon proofs being made of the governor's (hipr^ 
ping off (laves on their own accounts*. 

In 
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In ofte of my former letters to Mr. Barber, I mentioned what Ih* com-* 
mittec, nor any of their fervants ivill dare to deny, anxl what fs peift&if 
well known to eVefy mafter of a fhip, and fettler on this Cbaft, viz. that 
every fervarit of the committee, who has made any money on the CoaA 
fince the commencement of this fyllem, has realised and (hipped offth6 
whole of their effefts in flaves, and that it is of no fignificatit)n to th6 
Britilh merchants, whether thofe Haves are (hipped off in June or January, 
this year or the next, fo as they are permitted to (hip them off at all; but 
it feems, if you cannot afcertain the particular titoe thefe flaves are fenl 
off, you prove nothing* 

The ^reateft part of the flaves fent off this Coaft in a clandeftirtt 
"hianner for thefe five yedrs palt, have been fenl by the Africa, late Capt. 
Stephens^ in the three voyages he made here. Capt. Stephens kept a book 
which contained all his tranfadions oft the Coafl:, and at the fame time 
ferved as a log book j this book he called his church bible j and as I ata 
certain every Have he carried off On freight, and the (hippets names att 
to be found in this book, I would humbly propofe when African affairs ar^ 
brought before the Houfe of Commons, that lV4r. Michael Herries (pro- 
curator for Richard Ofwald, Efq;) befummoned to the bar of the Houfe, 
and ordered to produce this book, which if he does I ani pretty confident 
all your doubts will be cleared up ; and if it is not forthcoming, depend 
upon it it has been deflroyed to prevent a difcoVery ; but as 1 hid before, 
what does it (ignify to you if a governor whb is Worth five hundred flaves 
(hip fifty or one hundred every year,- or if the whole are fent off at once? 

The trade for many months paft haS beelrt fo vtry bad, and the oppo»- 
fition from Cape Coaft Caftle and AnhamalxSe Fort His been fo great; thit 
the (hipping and private traders Have fuffered Irtcohceiveably- the fliip- 
Ingram, Capt. James Paifley, has been here rioW fe*en months, aild has 
.not purcbafed half her cargoe of flaves, though her complemerit fs' but 
three hundred and twenty > the Corfican Hera, late Smith, has been 
here upwards of four months,' and has not purchafed fitty flaves ; the . 
Africa,' Capf . Smith of firiftol, has been here four months, and has not 
pjirchafed twenty j* and (he Gt'eettWlcli, Capt. Httrwood 6f Brift6i, b^ 
been here upwards of three months, and has not purchafed one flave £roin 
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th^ natives } Capt. Brown^ of the Kitty, of Liverpool, and Capt,. Fleet- 
wood, of the Swallow, from fame portj have been each nine n)onths.at 
Annamaboe, the one for three hundred 4tnd tbirXy live, the other for two 
hundred and fifty ilavesi indeed the trade is. now fo totally ruined, that 
Wt have been obliged to barter av(ray two Cold Coafl cargoes, amounting 
to eight hundred and. fifty flavee, for Leeward goods, and to fend the fhips 
Albany and Pembrc^e down there, as we faw no pfofped of getting, them 
flaved ofFia. any reafonablc time at this place; yet the Peggy, Capt. Mill, 
was here and at Cape Coaft no longer than four nionths, and carried, off 
from between three hundred and fifty to four hundred flaves ; and the 
Richmond,. Capt. Rogers ^^f London, a fhip of three hundred tons, 
chartered and fent out by Mofr^Rofs. and. Mill, has been at Cape Coaft 
little more.tban three months^ and i^ils this day with four hundred flaveci; 
this, (hip was fent out here vvith a. cargoe of goods for MefiT. Mill and 
Bell, another cargoe for the general of £lmina> a fourth fpr the fifcal 
of Elnun^,.a fifth for the chiefs of Cormantyne^and a fixth. for the Dutch 
jchief at Accra* 

Dur oppofition from ihe .Dutch for fome years paft has been very 
great; their home manufadlures, if not quite fo good, are infinitely 
cheaper, and go pff to the full as well as ours, and their flaves fell higher 
■by twenty-five or thirty fer cent, in their colonies than ours; from thefc 
advantages they, are enabled to over-bid us on theCoaft, and if they once 
^et into the method of being fupj)lied with Eoglifli goods to^mix with their 
wn, . we (hall be a(ruredly cut out of this trade in a very little time; for 
it is well known tl^at a mixture of Dutch and £ngli(h goods is preferable 
,on the Gold Coaft to either Eiiglifli or Dutch lingly; it will therefore hp 
. highly .nece(rary to put a timely (lop to thefe practices ; .at leafl: members 
.of the committee (hould be reftrained from having anjr. concern diredly 
x>r indirectly in, them. 

I have feen Mr, Camplin's vers copia pf the committee's minutes and 
inilruCkions to their governor and council here; what impreflion they 
Jiaveleft on the mindis of the Liverpool gentlemen! cannot pretend to 
iay, ^ but am of opinion they w^re aot at all fatisfadtory, 

' - ' ' ' ' ' The 
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The council at Cape Coaft is compofcd of Mr. Mill, governor; Mr. 
Bell, chief of Annamaboc ; Mr. Trinder, chief of Winnebah 5 and Mr. 
Drew, chief of Accra, all of whom I have accufed of mal-pradliccs, the 
three laft in particular, and the committee^ out of their profound refpeSl for 
their conjiituents, have condefcended to write out to tbefe very gentlemen^ to 
in/lit ute an enquiry intd the charges exhibited again/i them/elves, even though 
the charge is brought only by Mr. Brew^ What the refult of this enquiry 
will be does not require a Daniel to foretell ; it is however aftonifhing 
that the committee would dare offer fuch a bare-faced affront to your 
underftandings, as to imagine you would be duped by fuch a fhallow 
device, and fuch flimfey affurances of redrefs; inftead of giving you the 
fatisfadtion you are fb juftly entitled to, their letter is filled with imper- 
tinent infinuations, which rcfledl no. credit * cither on them or their"' 
fcrvants, whofecaufe they fo (bamefulFy endeavour to fiipport. : 

From the reception the Liverpool gcntlcmcns letter met with from 
the committee j . their ftanding forth the champions of their fervants upon 
all occafions; the rancorous treatment I have met vvith from them, for 
expofihg the mal-pradices of their governors^ and their own unjuflifiable 
conduift, I am firmly perfuaded they never mean to alter the prefent 
mode on the Coaff; your only relief then muft be from parliament, and 
a total abolition of their board ^ and it fhould be attempted as fbon as 
poflible, for when the committee's' fervants find they have nothing to 
fear from all thefe reprefentations ; that they are aided, aflifled, and fo 
ftrenuoufly fupported by the committee, and that alt complaints whatfd- 
ever againft them are difcoujraged and difregarded, there is no knowing 
how far their boundlcfs infolcnce will carry them ; indeed I am certain 
if this contefl does not produce regulations favourable to the private 
trader, and effe^ally reflrain and keep the committee^s fervants within 
proper bounds, you had befl give up the trade at once. — -I have ffot at 
prefent to add, biit that you may depend I will continue to advife yoa 
regularly of all occurrences worth your notice, and that I am,, with 
the greatefl refped. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

RICHAUD BRJ^W. 
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Peak Sir, . Cajtle Brew» Augufi ig] 1771, 

Tj^CLOSED I fend you a letter for your comroittee^ in which you will 
oJ)f»rve, I have made ipcntion of Captt Stpphens's church bible, and 
poiild have added a good deal more on that fubje<!t in my publick letter, 
)3Ut was cautious, of appearing to have any particular delign againfl; Mr. 
^1411; however, as I am entered fo far on tHi$ 9frair, it behoves me to 
perievere, and am determined to ma]ce you, and your committee ac- 
l^uainted witli every thing maleual that fal)s under my obfervation; the 
followipg clrcum{l^t>ce howqver I chufe to mak? you onfy acquainted 
with, as it will enable you to make the proper enquiries when thefe 
matters are brought. before; the houfe^ 

About feven months ago. a gentleman^ who is. now a chief of one of 
the forts, acquainted me, that he was told by Mr. Alleyh, Captain 
jS.tephsos's clerk,, ?ti4 who is nov^ a writer in the fervice, that wheathc 
(hip Africa went down to Accra, hft voyage, after burying Capt. Stephens, 
.Mr* Mill {who was Stephens's executor) took afhbrc the log book, or 
.(i).urch bible beforemeQtioned, and that he had tore out. feveral leaves in 
which were particularized the ilaves he had fent on freight the preceeding 
voyage or vpyages; .you will therefore pleafe to bbferve vvhen this book 
i^ produced^ whether or not any fuch thing has been done,, and if it has, 
X think you, net d no farther proofs, and dare to fay that Mr. Bell, Mr. 
Pqtrie, and Mr. Groflle will b^ found alfq to have /hipped off a good 
many Haves in the i^me flaip. 

A$I have given a iketch of the tinges here in the publick letter, there 

Isuying ren^ains only to tell you that gold commands the trade ; there is no 

' *• « * 

,a Have w^hout one ounce of gold at lead on it, and the windward Coaft 
,ha$ been fo ranfacksd, that there is no fuch thing as getting gold, even 
ihpj^gh you fell your goods from forty to. fifty fer cent, under prime coft i 
the nejt beft article is fiije broad ftripcd tafFats, flowered cuttanees, 
Patpa chiijt^ vith fnaall black flpw^Vs, fine white grounds, well chofe 
printed linens and cottons, very large brafs pans, fine Silefias, Dani/li and 
birding guns^ plain tafifatys, fine mixed Romauls, fattin Aripes, half pint 
tankards. Goods not in deoignd. as. follows; powder, pewter, 'knives, 
. - . ^ ells 
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ells of DC kind, halflays, Negtmncpatits, Bguttpauts, ctieclcsj c'herr}^- 
demcs, and blue bandanoes; th^e is at prefent no Aftiantee trtde, 
which fe tfac teafom powdctand pewter afrt 15 ot called for 5 liowever it 
will inot be prerdet^t to fend Aips oat ^lAoirt thcfe articles. 

I am told Mcflfs. Rofe and Mill exped to be called before the Houfe 
©f Gonrmohs^ and that they arc ready prepared for the occafion, but t 
faflcy they will be terribly difccncerted upon hearing the church bible 
caUed for. 

Mr. Wallace, who now commands the Africa, ^Vas Capt. Stephens's 
chief mate all the three voyages he made to the Gold Coaft ; he ftiould 
therefore be certainly brought before the bar of the houfe, and fworn 
•whether he wet knew or heard of any flaves being (hipped on freight on 
board the Africa. 

1 rhall take it as a particular favour if you would tranfriiit Mr. Smith a 
cojpy of the pnblick letter, or other letters I may have wrote you, which 
I have not fcnt him copies of. 

Much about the time this reaches you, Capt. Howe, of the fhip 
Maifguin, of Briftol, will be arrived, and as he has been upwards of 
feven ninths on the Coaft, he can inform you of many particulars which 
will correfpond cxadlly with my publick letter* 

Pleafe cxcufe this hurried epiftle ; I (hall be more particular in my 
next, have therefore only to wiih you health and profperity, and to alTurc 
you that I am with the greateft efteem and refpedl. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

RICHAR© BREW. 

GiMTLEMfiH, CaJIe Brew^ OBober \fi^ iyyu 

T Did m)rfelf the honour to wHte to you the 25th of laft Auguft, copy 
of which goes herewith, but through hurry to get my letter on board 
the Richmond, I forgot to mention a common pradice of the com- 
mittee's governors, Me(rrs. Mill and Bell in particular, which is their 
fellkig great numbers of flaveS to the general and fifcal of Elmina, for 
Portuguclc tobacco, whenever that article is in great demand, the confe- 
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quence of which is extremely prejudicial to the (hipping; firft, by getting 
fupplied with a commodity which commands the trade from the nativeSy 
and fecondly» by difpofing of fuch a number of flaves to our natural rivals 
the Dutch, which fhould certainly circulate amongft the Britifh (hipping; 
to this it will be objedted^ that the captains of (hips are at liberty to purchafe . 
tobacco as well as the governors ; which is very true, but then parting 
with prime (laves, and (laves that are perhaps feafoned and ufed to the 
(hips, would not only lengthen their voyages, but di(hearten the reft of 
their cargoes ; and it happens but feldom that the captains can barter 
goods for tobacco with the Portuguefe, as our wary and induftrious 
neighbours the Dutch take care either to fend convoys down with the 
Portuguefe, or difpatch them away in the night> with orders to ftretch 
out to fea, to prevent the Engli(h (hips from dealing with them. 

I will however do the committee the juftice to fay, they have formerly 
fent out pofitive orders to the governor and council^ forbidding them or 
any others of their fervants, to trade diredtly or indirectly with the Dutch; 
but the comnnittee's orders are no more regarded on this fide the tropick 
than yours would be, (hould you think proper to fend any. 

I am informed the excufe thefe gentlemen give for felling (laves to the 
Dutch is, to procure tobacco for the payment of the committee's (laves 
and other expences ; but it is a known truth that not above one tenth of 
what they purchafe is confumed, otherwife than in the purcha(e of (laves; 
however I think many methods may be fallen on to purchafe tobacco be(Ides 
giving flaves for it ; for inftance, if the committee made application to 
the Weft India company of Holland, to furnilh them with a fufficient 
number of rolls annually, to defray the expences of the Briti(h forts, at 
forty or fifty (hillings, or even at three pound per roll, to be paid by the 
committee at home, it would be infif itely better than buying it from 
their fervants, at fix pounds five (hillings per roll, and the primeft goods 
in the fupplies picked out by them for payment; and even if this method 
was not adopted, the committee have only to fend out cowries and Sile(ias 
fufiicient for this purpofe, and tobacco may be always procured from the 
Portuguefe, under three pound fterling per roll, including the expence of 
n long boat or (hallop to be always kept employed for this purpofe. 

This 
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This moment I received a letter from Capt. John Harwood, of the 
Snow Greenwich, of Brifloli in which is the following paragraph. 

" I hear the chief of Tantumquerry, Mr. Miles, was flogged in his 
hall, by a caboceer (not Dutton) alfo Capt. Blundell of the Corfican 
Hero, of Liverpool, and the Second of the fort were feverely beat, and 
all their cloaths tore off, and were fome time confined in the town ; 
the Second went to the water fide to efcort Blundell up, and upon my 
boat's appearing in fight, the Tantum people fent off two canoes to 
take her» thinking (he belonged to Harwood, >ut finding their miflake 
never molefted her.** 

I have taken a great deal of pains, gentlemen, in all my letters upon 
' African aflfairs, to prove the inutility of the forts in their prefent fhame- 
fully defencelefs Aate. I leave you to judge of their condition, when 
the natives will dare to ftrike a governor in his own halh Can fuch a 
fort» or fuch a governor, render the fmalleft afiiftance or protection to a 
private trader ? can fuch a fort be worth fupporting at the expence of 
6, 7 or Boo/, per annum ? will the committee pretend to fay that fuch a 
fort is tenable; that it is not conftantly in the power of the natives; and 
that it is not owing more to their good difpofitions, than the committee's 
wife regulations, that you have a fort at all ? 

The committee will poffibly write out to their governor and council to 
enquire whether it is true or not, that Mr. Miles, Capt. Blundell, and 
the Second, were flogged in the manner fet forth in Captain Harwood's 
letter ; but as it is more than probable Capt. Blundell, on his arrival in 
England, will be able to (hew you he has had ocular demonflration, 
they may fave themfelves that trouble. 

A moft pernicious practice has of late crept into the trade of the Gold 
Coaft, which is the giving gold upon flaves ; and it is greatly to be 
wiflied that fome methods ipay be fallen upon to put a timely flop to'ir, 
otherwifeit will be impoflible for any man to continue to trade here with 
any profpe£t of fuccefs; Appolonia, the only place from which the 
{hipping ufed to be fupplied with gold, you are eflfcaually (hut out from 5 
that fort, Dixcove, Succondee, and Commenda bcin^ fadories to the 
governor of Cape Coail, who is fo plentifully fupplied with gold from 
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thefe places^ that he carries every thing before him ; for the truth of 
which I appeal to all the LiFetpool and Briftol captakis< th»l have been 
here this "year. 

Formerly owners of fhips ufed to fend.out dpuUe caigoesof g9ods> one 
for flaves,, the other for gold -, if flaves happcsned to be dearer tdian uftial» 
the cargoefor gold w^^ thrown into the fla^ve ^c^rgpe in op^r to fill the 
ihip ', on the. other hand» if flaves. were reafonable the gold cargoe was^ 
difpofedw of for gold and ivoryt^ at a- profit of thirty,. foFty, or fifty. /ter 
cent, which went a great way towards paying the porilige Irill in the 
Weft Indies ; a$ I have frequently known from five to fifteen hundred 
pounds fterUng in gold and i^ory carried off from this coaft^. (vmt and 
above a. cpmpleat cargpe of flayes. How ftrang^ly things are revcrfod' 
now, you have expericpced; weTcarce fee afhip gq off with hercomple- 
mejait. of flaves, notwithftandv^ her carg^^e is laid in firom ei^teen to 
twenty pounds. flejrling;^^ heibd on an avei^e» reekoAiog: goods at.prime 
eoil^^ without a (billing charges on theno; a great part of which they 
are obliged to fell. where they can fi>r.gold,, giceatly under pria>e coft, or 
lie here till their proyifions are all expendied^. and their bottoms eat out 
with the.wormSi 

As the committee do not appear incliftable to make any regnlattons ia- 
favour of the private trader, I imagine you will be under the neceflaty of 
laying your grievances before parliament this next fefiions*. I have there- 
fpre only to add once more, gentlemen^ that I am ready and willing ta^ 
depofe upon oath (before any perfon deputed for that purpofe) to the 
truth of the following charges exhibited by me againft the committce.and 
their fervants, 

h and principally. That every governor of Cape Goaft fince the year 
1763, to the prefent governor (Mr. Hippiflcy excepted) havcvfhipped off 
great numbers of flaves on their own accounts^ contrary to arA of 
parliament and reftridions of the committee. 

II. That the fervants of the committee who. are patd by the publick, 
fuch as doctors, fcconds, fcrjcants,. gunners^ and even foldiers, have been 
employed as factors and traders for the governors of Cape Coaft and other 
chiefs of forts. 

III. 
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III. That the governors of the forts,. particularly Meflrs. Mill and Bell,, 
make a praftice of felling coniiderable numbers of flaves aonually to the 
Dutch, contrary to the laws and regulations of the fervice. 
. IV. That fcverd of the governors continue to employ floating fadories^ 
to the great detriment of the fhipping and free traders. 
. v.. That the governors of the forts carry on an extenfive trade with 
each, other, cofttrary to .a<3: of parliament, and greatly to the prejudice of 
the Britifh fair trader ; as the gpvcvnor of Cap&Coafl: (over and above the 
advantages he reaps from thepubli.ck fupplies) is fo abundantly flocked 
with cargoes from Engknd, that he can give th& chiefs far better afibrt- 
mcnts than any (hip whalfoever, and can aiiS^rd a much better price, being 
CompWaiented with the freig/it of his good« out, and not being faddled 
with any expences: incidental to the private and fair trader. 

VI. That it is a common pra<^ice with Mr. Bell to employ th& poor 
ilarved foldiers, ferjeant, gunner, and committee's Haves, in hi6 owm 
buiinefsj that he. frequently keeps the poor whiter going; in canoes 00 
board (btps.in the road to watch his goods coming. on. (bore ; which fevere 
fervice accounts for the great mortality among them^, and by which 
a poor foldier narrowly eicaped drowning a few d^s ago, being overfet 
with a canoe»-load of. rum^ coming on fhorc. The coopers he employs 
making ankers^ &cc. for him, and the other Haves when and wherever 
they can be any ways ferviceable to him. 

A« we have no juftices of the peace in this country, it could not be 
expe^ed that n^y accufations againfl the committee and their fervants 
could be properly authenticated ; I am, however, determined to adcmble 
as many captains of (hips as I can,, and to fwear before them to the truth 
of the whole ; and alfo that on the arrival of a man of war, I will confirm 
the fame by making a frefh affidavit before the captain j this, as I an^ 
Etuated^ is all iamy power, or in the power of any other man to do. 

By this opportunity, I expect to fend you fuch proofs of Mr. Miir» 
having fliipped off between lixty and fevenly flaves on freight by the 
Africa, late Captain Stephens, the laft time he left the Coafl, as will clear 
up all your doubts. I am,, however, extremely concerned, that the 
committee's behaviour has obliged me to take this very difagreeable Hep, 
5 as 




---V 



no A P P E N D I X [ H. i 

as I never intended to hurt any individaal in the fervice, particularly 
Mr. Mil!; my quarrel being intirely to the fyftem ; and although 
Mr. Mill's cxtenfive trade cannot fail to prejudice the fair trader, yet, he 
is certainly the fitteil man by much in the committee's fervice to be at the 
head of affairs ; therefore the difcarding him will not mend the matter, 
if he is fuccceded either by Mr. Bell, Mr, Drew, or Mr. Trinder, the 
prefent council ; you may depend upon it, they will tread in his fleps as 
far as their (hallow capacities will permit them. 

Mr. Bell, who is next in fucceffion, is a man of the moil rapacious, 
avaricious, mean difpofition of any m the (iervice ; his pufillanimity is fuch, 
that he will give up every point to the natives, be they ever fo difgraceful 
or injurious to the honour of the nation ; therefore, Ihould Mr. Mill be 
fuperfeded by him, we (hall be in a much worfe fituation than we are at 
prefent ; and as for Mcffrs. Drew and Trinder, they are totally unfit to 
be at the head of affairs : therefore, it is my humble opinion, that we 
ftand in need of a total change both of men and meafures. 

Inclofed you will receive a certificate *, figned by Mr. Robert Johnfton, 
a private trader ; he is a very intelligent man, and has ferved the com- 
mittee many years, both on this coaft and Senegal ; he is now going off 
the Coaft, and propofes taking his affidavit to the truth of what he has 
advanced, on his arrival at Barbadoes, and will fend the fame to 
Samuel Smith, Efq; Old Jewry, London. 

You will pleafe alfo to receive another certificate* from Mr. Ifaac 
Garrick, who formerly ferved Mr. Mill ; and which, with Mr. Johnfton's 
certificate, I hope, will be fufficient to convince you, that I have advanced 
nothing but fads againft the committee'^ fervants. 

The committee, I find, are labouring very hard to find out fomething 
rcprehenfible in my conduS whilft I was in their fervice ; I cannot, 
however, help thinking, it would redound much more to their credit to 
endeavour to exculpate themfelves and their fervants from the heavy 
charges brought againft: them, than to attempt to amufe you by fuch 
a poor mean fubterfuge ; they repre&nt me, I am told, as a difappointcd 
pcevifli man, and are endeavouring to prepoffcfs all they can againft my 

* Set tliU at the end of the letters. 

remonftrances. 
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. remondrances. I am not^ however, without hopes, that my conduct will 
be approved by all unbiafTed, unprejudiced men ; if I am peevifh and 
difappointed, their ignorance and folly, and the fcandalous behaviour of 
their fervants, has helped greatly to make me fo ; I hope, however, it will 
be granted, that a difappointed peevifh man may be honed and defpife 
a-falfchood, as much as any member whatfoever of their board. 

It happens very lucky for the committee, that they and I are at fo great 
a diftance from each other, for if I could attend the curfitor baron of the 
exchequer, when the committee carry their accounts to him to be audited, 
I dare fay, I could unravel many iniquitous fcenes, which you are and 
mud dill remain ignorant of. 

I have not at prefent to add, but that I am with the greateft efleem 
and reipedt. Gentlemen, 

Your mod obedient humble fervant^ 

RICHARD BREW. 

Dear Sir, Cajile Brew, OSiober 15, 177 £. 

INCLOSED is a duplicate of my letter of the 25th of laft Auguft, 
fincc which I am favoured with yours of the 20th of June laft:„ by the 
Barbara, Captain CuKhaw. 

You will fee by my letters to your committee, dated fhe 25.th of Auguft 
and 15th of Oftober, that I have not been idle, and that I have fent 
them two certificates, which muft convince all unbiafled men that my 
reprefentations are founded on ftubborn fads ; but the fcandalous par- . 
tiality of the committee towards their fcrvants is fuch, that they would 
not liften to the angel Gabriel if he faid any thing prejudicial of them. 
I hope, however, you will not reft till you obtain fuch regulations and 
rcftridlions as will put the trade upon a proper footing. 

The articles in demand are the fame as when I wrote to you laft ; gold . 
is ftill the greateft of all articles in this golden country ; the prohibition on 
powder, pewter, &c. as by my laft, ftill continues. Slaves are exceeding 
fcarce, price ten ounces men, and eight ounces women, to the blacks, and 
an ounce advance to the whites. Goods wanted by veflels in this road at 
prefent : the Ingram wants one hundred and twenty flaves, the Corficani 
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IIcTo^fty-or fix^y, the Kiincy, Cazneau, forty or -fifty, rht5 <jrecfrwich 
one l^uHdrcd ^ftd thirty, the Africa tabcn up. ThcN»— , Ritchie ; 
the Barb^fa, Crfflww; the Venus, Ooodmn ; the Friendftiip, Cum- 
mings ; the Haanah, Hughes; the Charlotte, BltrndcH; all new 
coq^iers j and the Joho, Bold 5 the Union, Pole ; tfee Auftin, Wilcox, 
and Captai-n Price, foon expefted, befides rum veffels : I therefore leave 
you to judge of the fl^ocki^g ftate of the trade here, and what rcafon you 
hwt to expedl any akeratioH for the better ; had the eight hundred flaves, 
that were fen-t^ff in the Peggy,' Captain MiH, and the Richmond char- 
tered fhip, frirculated a-mon^ the Shipping, the Ingram, Corfican Hero, 
Nancy, Greenwich and Africa, would have been off the Coaft, and would 
have kft a fine opening for thefe new comers $ befides, the price would 
have continued at nine and feven ounces. 

Captain CuKhaw hae had great fucceis in the time he has been down i 
he tell« me, he has purchafed fifty-feven (laves 5 he is a very induftrious 
man, and I dare fay, will make a voyage, if any man makes one this 
year/ 

The gold trade as well as the flave trade is ruined ; Mr. Mill has 
three long boats to windward and Cape Appolonia fort, purchafing gold 
for him. Seventeen and fixpenny romauls are now fold for 24^ ackies 
gold, and moft other things in proportion. Indeed the difadvantages 
trade labours under juft now are incredible, and I am much miftaken if 
any (hip this year will get intereft for her money, except the prices are 
very high in the Weft-Indies, and little or no mortality amongft the 
flaves ; be a(rured, I will acquaint you with every material alteration in 
the trade, (hould any happen. 

The letter by Captain Bold (which I fear you have not received) 
contained a certificate"* figncd by thirteen captains of (hips, relative to 
the rifquc merchants in England run, by the committee's not allowing 
private traders to lodge their effects in the forts in common with their 
fcrvants -, you will, therefore, plea.fe to apply to Mr. Smith, for a copy 
both of the letter and certificate, as Mr. Camplin, fecretary to the 
-committee, has prevailed on Captain Howe, of Briftol, to %n a recantation 

of 

^ See this at the end of the letters* 
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of a former rcmoriftrance concerning the fadlories eftablifhed by the 
eommittee's fcrvants. I have only to wifti you health and profperity, 
and that I am' with the greatcft eftccrii, * 

: ■ " Dear Sir, 

Your mofl obedient fervant, 

RICHARD BREW. 



i . ■ . -r • 



/ Dbar Sir,. .:.!_ Cafile Brew^ OSiober 16^ ^77 ^^ 

BY this opportunity I have wrote a letter to the committee of enquiry 
in Liverpool, reipeding the London comtpittee and their fervants^ 
and have fent a copy of another Itett^t I wrote them the 25th of Auguft 
laft, both of which I have wrote Mr. Miles Barber to fend you copies of; 
iste you write me, yoa have made foine feprefentations to a member of 
government relative to the prefent eftabliilinxent. 

By thefe letters you will perceive I have fent home Ifaac Garrlck's 
certificate, relative to Mr. Mill, which I hope will clear up all doubts of 
his having fliipped off ilaves; your teftimony upon this occafion, as 
Garrick has mentioned you in the certificate, will flrengthen the thing 
greatly, 

< I have fent the committee of enquiry another certificate, figned by Mr. 
Robert JohnApd, and which he propofes fwearing to in Barbadoes, as he 
goes' off in the fhip that carries this, andaffures me he will fend you the 
affidavit properly attefled', which I hope and earneftly intreat you will 
ihimediately tranfmit to Arthur Hey wood, Efq; or the conaimittee of 
enquiry in Liverpool. 

•The committee's rcprefenting me as a difappointed peevifh man gives 
me little concern ; I am however determined to perfevere in dete£ting and 
expofing their fcandalous practices when and wherever I can, being fully 
convinced, that if every nerve is not flpained this fefiions of parliament, to 
regulate the Gold Coafl trade, and reArain them and their fervants within 
due bounds, MefTrs. Rofs and Mill, and their numerous adherents, will 
fbon have the forts entirely in their own hands. 

I have read Mr. Tweed's pamphlet; his account of the blacks I think 
a very jufl one, and what he fays of the Windward Coaft is very likely 
true, but I am a perfed flranger to that trade. 

CL. Do 



V 
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Do aot Ibrget tt> write ta Mr. Hey wood or Mr. Barber for copies 
my )etter&of the a5th of Augcift^ and i5t];i o£0&pbct ; alia for acopyof 
the regulations I have given them ; and when you get them, you fhould 
circulate them amongft the friends of a. firee and uninterrupted trade to 
vAfrica. I ^qo^ *, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

RICHARD BREW. 



• « 
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inr^tt&SB'&it M ocstify: ^Itiigkcm k mtf concir«i» that oa thr 3<:>tk 
•*• Day of Odlober ijj^ my hbnfe .at ¥(iskfiebab» iA. wbieb WiW-; 
disported elfc^s t^ the amoimi of twoo thoo^nd pounds flccKa^ Md up* 
wardsv was (et oifi fire as »s fuppofedt bf hvy <6iian. fervdm; be; biiJig dcte^iied^ 
in plundering (hi^ bonfe ^dwring the oonftsgiation ; ) i^mtt ^hicKIwaia; 
adviftd by Mr. Tnnder^ the chief c^ the foit^ aUoby the^ cahocters and 
town's people to fecure him in irons in the fort, which I accordingly did; 
and at hii own reqmfli admbiiftcKd ieik9ct te> bimA aceeirdibg to the lav^s 
and cuftami of die cauntcy^ sotwilbAanding I h^ Cufficieq^ pro€i£5rb«£M:e> : 
and by which flvtifltt he w^ condemnlcd^ and became my prciperty 
according to the faid laws %iiii cttftotni. 

And i do £irther certify and dedar e,t that in the fnonfb of December ; 
followingy I came up to Annamaboe, and went on (hor e to tr|nfa£t fonae^ 
bufinefi witk Mn Bfcew; that I no fooneii ^ot; into- his boufe, but it was 
(Dfroirnded by the town*& foldic£$ with ,dftwM, mufquc^ and ertiher 
weapons; allcf vihonx thrcatned^ if I did: not tend down to Winnebah. 
for the aforcmentiomd! fenrasf, ^h0 is an; Annamaboe m^M^ and deliver 
him np tn^ themv tUsy? wouU not itiffer ta^ to go f)ff the be^chr arnd would 
carry mcr mto the bu&i; npott which 1 waited om* Mr. Charles' BeLl^ the 
prefent chief of Annamaboe iw^^ and painted my fituauon to hinx in tl)e 
noft padictic mnfiiter Icoold, add cllaimed the protcdiaii a^d ailiiUqce 
of c&e fbrt $ to alL vrKidr.be anffw^red that it wae( not in ^ power ta 

6 • render; 



Hn6€r mfr tde ftnalldt afliftftfteej t^H Ivs vv^Mllnot i a^«^ the csmsMtut 
in any difpute with the ntitiv^es up^n-aTiy account whatfocvw; alfo tfert 
fic ^^ro\iW iSotfife a •gon in my defence; upon which I W4» ^obliged 
to return to Mr. Brew, who became my fecurity CO the Iowa's peo- 
ple for the delivery of the man ; thus was I obliged to give up a man ^ho 
had not oply plundered stpe^ butia aH jn-^bability ipt fire to my houfe^ by 
which my lofs amounted to upwards of fix hundred pounds fterling. 

Arid I farther declare, whilft**my efFedls were carrying to the fort during 
\he conflagration, that the foldicrs, flaves and other* lervants of the com- 
mittee, were as indunHous in pluHdtfring me as the town's people.— ^To 
all which 1 am readj^ tb atteft on oath when called upon. 

' fFinneiai, Omer.'i , I'yy 1 . . . ROBERT JOHNSTON*. 



yinotJlter- Certificate of Mr. JOHNSTON'S. 

♦ f 

• • \ 

THESE arc to certify the Britini merchants trading lo Africa, or 
^/vham tlfe it may c6Acem, that I have perofed the accusations fet fort^ 
ty Mr. Brew againft the fervants t>F the committee, iii his letter to the 
tijmmittee of enquiry, in Liverpool, of this date; and thai I am wady 
and willing to atteft upon oath to the truth of the fivefirft artiideSi wjb. 

T. Tbat fcTcral governors of Cape Coaft, fince the yeaf 1763 to this 
prefeht time, have ftirpped oflF ^cat numbers of flares on their owti 
accounts contrary to aS of parfiaraent. 

IL That the fervants of the committee, who ar6 paid by the ptiblick, 
have b?eti frequently employed as traders' for the governors. 

III. That the governcars of forts malce a praftrce of felling great 
numbers of flaves to the Dutch. 

IV. That fcveral governors continue to employ floating factories, to 
the great prejudice of the trade. 

' V. T!iat the governor anfl chiefs of forts carry on a very conliderablt 
trade witK each other, to the great detriment of the ihipping. 

And 1 do farther certify and declare, that I "wiil take my affidavit in 
form, to the truth of thefe acctifations ori my arrival in Barbadoes, and 
*vrHl tranfinit the fanxe properly attefted to the committee of enqotfy ih 

Qji Liverpool, 
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LiverpooU Miles Barber^ Efq; or Samuel Smithy . Ejfq; London* Glve^ 

under nay hand this 30th of September, ^77^* 

. In prefencc of ROBERT JOHNSTON, 

John Harwood, 
Horatio Smith. 

A Certificate of ISAAC GARRICK. 

AnnamabbCf OSiober ijly 1771* 
THESE are to certify all whom it may concern, that I (Ifaac 
Garrick) was employed upwards of three years on the Coaft, by David 
Mill, Efq; governor of Cape Coaft Caftle, in tjic following ftations ^ 
firft, as a factor at Shadoe, an EnglKh town three miles to the eaftward 
of Barracoe, and afterwards as mafler of a (halldp in the Gaboon trade ^ 
that during the time of my keeping the fa(5tory at the abovementioned 
place, there was a private trader, called John Hyde, came to fettle at 
Shadoe alfo, of which I acquainted Mr. Mill, who immediately wrote 
me for anfwer, that I muft endeavour to get him turned out of the town 
if poflible, or trade in fuch a manner that it would be impoffible for him 
to continue there without a very great lofs; upon which I followed his 
inilrudions and foon got him turned out of the town. 

And I alfo declare that on or about the moiDth of September in the 
year 1769, the abovementioned David Mill, Efq; fent me off* the. Coaft, 
a pafTenger in the (hip Africa, commanded by the late Capt. John 
Stephens, in order to purchafe a veiTel for him in America, and he told 
me, he had (hipped upwards of fixty (laves, which were marked M S, 
upon his account and rifque, to anfwer this purpofe ; that I accordingly 
did proceed in the faid (hip for the Weft Indies, having (irft fettled my 
accounts with the faid Mr. Mill, and received a note from him for fifteen 
pounds fterling, the balance due to me on leaving the Coaft; that upou 
our arrival in thp Weft Indies, I found it was impodible for me to go 
on with the plan of purcha(ing a veflTel, owing to the great mortality 
amongft his (laves; that I then proceeded to America, and from thence to 
London; when I applied to Meff. Rofs and, Mill for the aforefaid 
balftoce due to me from Mr. Mill, produced, to them mj inftru^ions,, and 

3 , note 
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note from Mr. Mill, whjch they refufing to pay, I drew up a petition to 
the committee of the company of merchants trading to Africa, in which 
I fet forth the whole of my conne£tions aud tranfadions with Mr. Mill, 
which I (hewed to his brother Capt. Hercules Mill, who told me, if I 
would make out my accounts, and fupprefs the petition, I fhould be 
immediately paid ; which f accordingly did, and the next day waited 
upon Capt. Mill, at the Edinburgh coffee houfe, when he told me he 
was ready to pay me if I would deliver up my inftrudions and papers 
to him, which through neceflity I was obliged to do, and then received 
from Capt. Mill, a bill on MefT. Rofs and Mill, for my balance, which 
bill they accepted and paid me. 

And I do further certify, and declare, that when I drew up the afore- 
mentioned petition to the committee, I {hewed it to Samuel Smith, £fq; 
of the Old Jewry, London, who perufed it more than once; for the 
truth of which I appeal to that gentleman, and alfo declare that I am 
ready and willing to make oath on the Holy Evangelifls to the truth of 
what is fet forth in every part of this certificate. Given under my hand 
this ift Day of Odtober, 1771. 

ISAAC GARRICK. 

A Certificate of the Necejfity of the Vfe of the Forts to private 

Traders. 

WHEREAS the houfe of Mr. Robert Johnfton, aprivate trader 
at Winncbah, has lately been burnt, and a great quantity of cfFedts be- 
longing to merchants of London and Liverpool in poffcffion of the faid 
Mr.* Johnfon, were in the utmoft danger of being deftroyed by the faid 
accident ; We give it as our opinion, that private traders fettled under the 
protedion of the forts, (hould' have liberty in common with the com- 
mittee's fervants of lodging all their effefts whatfoevcr in the forts, and 
that a proper apartment or apartments (hould be allotted them for that 
purpofe, to fccure the property of all fuch merchants, whofe captains 
are frequently under the neceflity of trufting their goods with thcrfc 
gentlemen ; and we are alfo of opinion, that for want of fuch fecurity, 

« 

private 
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^rifaitc traders iire greatly difcburaged from fettling uirdcr the forts, whidr 
is extremely detrimental to the trade in general. 

Armamaboc Road, November 2, 1770, 

Maftcr of the flhip Marlborough, of Briftoi, - - Jort n Marshall. 

Ditto ofthefhip John^ of Lrverpooi, - ^ - - Arthur Bold. 

Dittoof tlyefliip Maifguinjof firiftol, - - - Robert Howe. 

Ditto of the (hip Roebticlc, of ditto," - - - Tho. Gxjllak. ^ 

Ditto of the Ihip Fricndihtp, ofBarbadoes, - - Robert ERski»E.' 

Ditto of tbefliip Swallow, of Liverpool, - - Geo. Fleetwood! 

Ditto of the fnow Dispatch, of ditto, - - - John Ritchie. 

Ditto of the (hip Kitty, of ditto - - James Brown. 

Ditto of thelhip Sally, of Bofion, . . - . Dan. McCarthy. 

Ditto of the iTiip Sultan, of Rhode Ifland, - - Silas Cook. 

Ditto of the bfig Othello, of ditto, - - • Johk Duncan. 

Ditto of the brig Peggy, of ditto, - - - - Charl^e^ Moo-re. 

Ditto of the fioop Adventure, of ditto, - • - Thomas Rogers. 
N- B. Fourteen fail in the roadof Annamaboe tliis day. 

A veryjuji rmi fenfiUe Letter of Mr. Arbuthnot's on the miferable State cf 
the Forts, addrejfed to L(?r^ Hill (borough, which undoubtedly would have 
:met with the Attention ^ the Board of Trade^ bad that Nobieman co^airmed 
at the Head oj that Departments 

Mv Lord, 
J T AVING been perfedlly well acquainted with the late Captain Tonyn'f 
intention of laying before -your lord (hip, not only the (late of the 
forts and fettlements on th^ Gold CoaA oif Africa, (where I had the 
bappinefs of his friendihip and particular confidence) but alio ibme obier<# 
vationson the trade, the &oting the governors lu-eon thenp^ and the mode 
of paying the people in the committee's fervice j I have, with the greate(l 
diffidence, ventured to addrei^ your lordihip on that (ubje<3^ 

I have the honour to be a lieutenant in his majefty's land fervice; being 
ppoo half^pay, preferred an adtive to an ina^ive fUte of life ; and obtained 
leave to accept of a xx>mQEiidion offered me by the committee of the 
company of merchants trading to Africa ; where having refided fome 

time. 
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imCy I had the opportunity of making the following, remarks, which 
I beg leave to fubmit to your lordfliip's confideration. 

The Dutch forts, my lord, are fo contiguous to the Brhi£b on 
the Gold Coaft of Africa, that it api^ears eflentially neceilary the latter 
iliould be kept in a ftate of defence *, hut they* are| at prefent, deficient in 
every particular, conducive to that end : whiich is not owing,, as has been 
alledged, to th&infufHcienfy of parlianientary allowance for the Support 
of then>x but to th^ avarice of thofe intcuftedby the conomittee with thq 
direftion of affairs on that Coaft.; who, pfeferring private intefelL tp 
public welfare,, not only make a job of the repairs of the fartf* hut alfq 
are great gainers by the deficiency of public ftores in; g^aieraL 

It has been aiTerted^ though I am apt to think without foundation^ that 
unlefs the governors, or chiefs of British forts on that coafl: are allowed to 
trade, the Putch would engrofs the whole, and entirely ruin our com-* 
mercial interefl there. On the coatrary, I have reaion to believe the 
^rade would be carried oa to a greater extent^ and ^e forts, would be of 
more public benefit, were the governof;s ^ri£tly prohihitG4 ffonx trading. 
If this HMafure was adopted^ iit is beyond a douht, that many confiderable * 
mercbahts wou\d eAUMh fa^ories on that coaft, find fupply them with 
larger and bettec afiiixr&iiateitts. of ^o^&^n* the fbrtt, oathepreient plaii,. 
ca(n be elpeded tO' be hssifked with i therefore, the trade would not only 
be pre&rved, but gceatiy exter>ded ji the advantageous confequences of 
which, to thiS' nation aed the colonies, are fufficiently confpicuous^ 

The govef ROTS then» k is to b^ hoped, would fun:ainy as is their dntj^, 
the dignity and coifiwskCH^ial in^leFeft of the nation ia general > be a curb 
to the Dutch; keep eh'^. patires in-.diie fubmifiioni and inftead ofoppo»- 
£ng,. and . oWlrndiing, , woo]d^ prot^(5t, and zSi(i the, Bdtiih traders -r 
whkh falutany pujcpofe» are itow.facr.i&:ed to felf interefl:. 

By the preCbit reg4flatipi!id, . the ccnmmilteeV governors, are reftri^ted 
fvom exporting flxves on their own aeeotiuit, but are permitted to deal to 
what extent tliey plea& eo. the Co^. Their advamage by this is 20 per 
Gent, whkh they charge the (hipping over and above what is given to 
die black traders. Xhiis confidetable difference in trade iiiduces the 
^owernozt ao4 lOdfteK pf ihtps (o iatrigue with the natives^ in oppodtion 

to 
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to each other» and to endeavour by bribes and other artifices to allure 
them to their feparate interefts. 

Thefe diffenfions, my lord^ are manifeftly detrimental to the trade, and 
even endanger the fafety of the Brififh fubjedl. For the natives taking 
advantage of them» not only enhance the price of flayes, but are become 
fo arrogant and daring/ that there are very recent inftanccs of their feizing 
and beating the governors themfelves. When they, vi^ho aflfume the 
particular diftindion of having the'Britifh flag carried before them when- 
ever they travel, tamely fuflfcr for their private trading intereft fucb 
difgraceful infults — your lordfhip may eafily judge how the dignity of 
the Britifh flag is fupported ; and what protedion the Britifh traders 
(being their rivals) are to expeft From trading governors in that diftant 
part of the world. 

To explain the method of paying the committee's fervants, it is 
neccfTary to obferve, that the governors, or chiefs of forts, in that fervice, 
have the advantage of, what is there called, furnifhing for their forts ; 
that iF, advancing goods of thek own for the pay of the garrifon, repairs, 
and many other charges allowed by the committee for the fupport of the 
forts. Thefe expences they defray with rum, tobacco, and coarfe cloth : 
articles in no demand, and only fit to purchafe provifions; but are repaid 
in the very befl trading goods, as India filks, and other valuable articles 
which come out among the fupplies; fo that this emolument amounts to 
double their falary, which will evidently appear from the following 
inftance, viz. a governor ifTues on pay, to his garrifon, one gallon of rum 
at 6s. it cofts him but is. 2d. and is now fo bad an article on the Coafl, 
that even for provifions it fcarcely goes for 2s. 6d. 6s. is transferred 
to the governor's credit, for which he draws goods that are really worth 
what they are charged on pay; fo for i^. Zd. he gets 6/. and the perfon 
paid with the rum has but zs. 6d. for 6s. of his pay. By this method of 
furnifhing, the committee is always in arrears to the governors ; who, 
therefore, upon the arrival of the annual {hip, claim the privilege of 
felediing for themfelves the very befl goods for trade. Thus they take 
their falaries, as well as arrears; and by that time, the governor of Cape 
Coafl (whofc (hare is by far the greatefl) and the other governors have 
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ehofen out thdir quotas, the whole annual fupplies arc nearly exh'aufted : 
A very good feafon for paying the reft of the committee's fervants with 
what goods they pleafe. 

The council on that coaft has, in reality, the diTpofal of the whole 
parliamentary allowance (except what is referved for the committee's 
expences at home ;) they make out the annual indent, which is always 
implicitly -complied with by the committee ; whereby they never fail to 
have out a prime aflbrtment of goods fit for trade ; and, to accomplilh this 
private purpofe, they are not only fparing of ftores for public utility, but 
jlfo curtail thofe articles of the fupplies which are not advantageous : for 
this laft reafon, they do not order above half the quantity of Englifh 
^brandy that might be ufed among the forts* In lieu of the other half 
ihey have prime gobds, and a very great advantage by fupplying the 
deficiency of that fpirit with American rum 5 whicih, as beforementioned, 
they now buy for is. Zd. and always iflue on pay at 6s. per gallon* 

It is averred, that not lefs than ten thoufand gallons £(re thus annually 
fupplied ; if fo, this advante of 4J. 41/. per gallon amounts to'a confider^ble 
fum. , - ■ . 

The chief motive that induced me to give your lordfliip the trouble , 
of this addrefs, was to repreferit the unhappy fituation of the poor foldiers 
in this part of Africa : btrt a^s a >niinute detail of fheir wretchcfd circlim- 
fiances vfrDuld take up <oo rriUch of th&t tlrtie ^Hichyour Ibrdfliip can fo 
ill fpare from weightier affairs, pernlit me only to dbferve, that if the forts 
were well fortified, (which is quite the rfeverfe) thfey coiild not, though 
bur feebly attacked, be defended by the prcfent garrifons; for the 
' iriiferablfe foldiers on that coaft are originally the reftrfe of every fervite 
inlifted for in London ; many of them afflidted with incurable diforders, 
and almoft all of them unfit for duty when fent to Africa : where, not to 
mention the climate, they find themfelves, in a great meafurc, deftitute of 
every neceflary of life; are ill paid, ill clothedi and totiilly undifcipllned. 
The very fight of them excites pity, and is a national difgrace. 

To be explicit on this fubjedt would far exceed the bounds of a letter 1 
but if honoured with permiflion to wait on your lordfhip, I hope to be 
able to fet in the cleareft light any thing herein hinted at, either relative 
to the trade, or the lyftem of government on the Gold Coaft» 

R Should 
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Should this be thought rather out of the road of my duty^ . I^ hope the 
misfortune of Captain Tonyn^s death having prevented its ooming to your 
lordfhip's knov^ledge through a proper channel, v^ill be fome apology for 
my prefuming to lay it before you. I have therhonour to bej with tht 
utmoft refpe£t9 

MrLoRo^ 
February 28, 1772. Your Lordflhip^s, 6cc 

That thefe grievances ftill continue will appear from the following 
extract of a letter from the Gold Coafl of Africa, to a merchant at 
Liverpool, dated 30th of March, 1772, by the Weazel floop of war. 

THE times fince the Ingram failed are infinitely worfe than when fhe 

lay here ; for thefe three months, I will take upon me to fay, there has 

not been three hundred flaves fold amongfl; all the (hipping in this road of 

Annamaboe, and we have feldom had lefs than from twelve to eighteen 

fail of top-fail veflcls in it. They have at laft got the price of the flaves 

up to eleven ounces for men, and nine ounces for women ; therefore, 

I would not have you, by any means, be concerned to Annamaboe for 

fome time. — ^There is no buying flaves now without you give two ounces 

of gold on each ; to procure which, you mufl fell your goods 20 per cent. 

under prime cofl, and you may think yourfelf happy to get it even at that 

rate. The black traders are now got to fuch a pafs, they will not take 

the primeft fmoak tafFaty, as they call it, but will oblige you to give 

feven ackies of gold in its flead, and they will have gold alfo for any 

article that is not ready .fale in the market > in fhort, the nature of the 

. trade is fo much altered, that a man who was here but two years ago 

would be at his wit's end to make a purchafe. 

Another great difadvantage every veflel mufl labour under, that cdmes 
here is, that Mr. Mill, governor of Cape Coaft Caille, and Mr. Bell, 
governor of Annamaboe, are both determined to go home with the next 
annual (lore fhip *, and till then you may be affured, they will not only 

fell 

* Probably thefe gentlemen were alarmed at the attempt laft year to call the committee-mea to 
accoont; but, when they hear the bill did iio( pafs the Hoafe, may lay afide their fears, and wait 
' till jaftice overtakes them by an a6t of parliament this winter to foperfede and bring them to 
a proper examinatiou. 






A P P E N D I X [ I. ] J23 

fell the (hipping no flaves^ but all the forts will be kept employed in 
purchafing flaves for them, and, I dare fay, will carry off between them 
at Icaft one thoufand flaves : I therefore leave you to judge what profpeft 
a (hip can have, till thofe two gentlemen are gone;, for flaves they. muft 
and will have in fpite of fate. 

[ 1. 1 

'T^HE importance of the trade from Great Britain to Africa, may be 
* thus briefly and fully evinced : It furni(hes annually to her colonies 
from forty thoufand to fifty thoufand labourers ; who, with thofe already, 
there, by cultivation are. enabled to.fend to the parent country every year,, 
as appears by an average taken of the lad eight or ten years, 

Ton^ Duty. 

- - 100,000 • 

- - 1,121,499, 



150,000 hds. fugar - - - 

20,000 puncheons rum 

44,859,9631b. tobacco - • 

J 50,000 caiks of rice - • 

40,230 cwt. coffee 

889,739 lb. indigo - - • 

1,941,0941b. cotton - -> • 

40a ton gum fenega 

Add to this the (hippinic em ployed in 7 

• f 50,000 

carrying gold, wax,* ivory, negroes 3 



1 0,000 
20,000 
37,500 
2,115 

•397 
866 

400 



7,000 



4,000 



Tons of (hipping employed 196,278 producing j,687,499Revenue. 
And employing at leaft thirteen thoufand feamen. 

Many of thefe articles, which pay no duty in their firfl (late, do on 
exportation and manufa£turing ; and befides thefe returns, through the 
labour of the Africans they raife annually in the colonies food fufiicient 
to fupply four millions of inhabitants, and fend a vafl furplus to Europe, 
to which America is now become the only granary that can fupply 
her wants. 6 

The 
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The benefits arifing to Great Britain from the employ of near two 
hundred thouland ton of (hipping and thirteen thoufand feamen^ and the 
advantages accruing to the revenue of above one million and an half of 
money annually, will ihew the African Trade to be an object worthy 
the ftridteft attcntiont both of the legiflature and the community. 
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Errata in the Treatise. 

jf. i9» /. 21. for zx nadbx. p. 53^ /. 3. /or dire&ioa r. diftuidi(Hi« 



Er&ata in the Appendix. 

F. 22. /. 10. for nor r. not. /. 83. A 28. /orgreaty r. greatly. 
retnaios r. rcmaiaak /• 104. /. %t* fir a fkist r« boyiag^ a flavc. 
f • uffatics. 



/• 104. /. 25. /or buying 
p. »94. /^.29. fir uffati 
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